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IT’S EVERY GROWER’S WORST NIGHTMARE. 



DOIMT MAKE IT YOURS. 



Grow lights require mere power than anything else in your garden. To run safely, they need a special controller designed 
specifically to handle demanding power loads When you invest in all of the gear to make your garden a success, start 
With a good lighting controller - one that can Cafoly provide the power your lights demand. It's a fundamental building 
block that no indoor garden should be without and anything lass is putting your entire operation at risk. 

Power box'™ Lighting Controllers are ETL Listed, UL 1640 Certified, and CAN/CSA Stenderd C222#14-1Q Approved. 
The only lighting controllers to be listed for use in the U.S. end Canada. 














WWW.POWERBOXINC.COM 


HYDROPONICS LIGHTING CONTROLLERS 
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"Being stoned' is not my goal; being ‘high' or ' enhanced' is. Simply, I am not into the 
stupefaction' aspects of herb. I like herb that opens me up, that brightens my day, that 
makes me think and feel in a more positive way. I'm also into herb that motivates and 
stimulates creativity. It is, however, a matter of personal preference. For example, a 
person using herb to substitute fora powerful opiate medication may appreciate the 
stone' of a stupefying' variety." 

—DJ Short, legendary cannabis breeder and member of the HIGH TIMES Seed Bank 
Hall of Fame 

In the branch of philosophy known as aesthetics, the highest form of beauty 
and quality is referred to as "the sublime." It's an immeasurable and overpow¬ 
ering greatness, like a Picasso painting that makes people burst into tears at 
the sight of it. The true cannabis connoisseur recognizes the sublime in certain 
delectable strains and understands that the endless genetic varieties available 
(and possible) only add to our admiration of the plant. 

Dr. Lester Grinspoon praises cannabis especially for its qualities of enhance¬ 
ment-enhancement of music, of our appreciation of nature, even of sex. The 
marijuana aficionado understands the bliss of puffing an uplifting electric sativa 
in the daytime, followed by a soothing and relaxing indica stone at night. That's 
why, every year in our December issue, we present our HIGH TIMES Top 10 
Strains of the Year in order to continue the tradition of seeking out the finest 
herbs and spreading the word—and the seed. 

At the same time, our Global Harvest Report reminds us that cannabis is 
indeed a worldwide phenomenon. Farmers everywhere persevere, and their 
determination to grow more and better herb inspires and enlightens the popula¬ 
tion to the joys of fine marijuana. Also in this issue: Nico Escondido visits a few of 
Amsterdam's most sophisticated indoor growrooms, while from the West Coast 
comes a report on light-deprivation techniques for flowering that allow green¬ 
house growers to harvest more crops per season. And be sure to check out our 
eye-opening interview with Professor Harry G. Levine about the incredible racial 
disparity in marijuana arrests—yet another of the many injustices bred by the 
war on flowers. 
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36 GLOBAL HARVEST REPORT 

What’s going on globally in the world of marijuana? This year 
we’ve added a few new areas to those that have been corner¬ 
stones of the movement for decades. Information about strains, 
grow conditions, political climate and, of course, harvest yields 
are compiled and featured in this annual report. 

48 ADVANCED AMSTERDAM 

BY NICO ESCONDIDO 

With more indoor growers exploring new hydroponic mediums, 
and with light science finally pushing the lamp industry forward, 
Amsterdam has once again shown that smart growrooms are 
within anyone’s reach. From soilless mixtures, to digital bulbs 
and ballasts, to the next BIG thing (plasma lights!), check out 
what the 'Dam has to say about your at-home operation. 

58 TOP 10 STRAINS OF 8011 

Senior cultivation editor Danny Danko reveals HIGH TIMES’ 
picks for the world’s best cannabis varieties—all available in 
seed form from reputable bud breeders. Featuring detailed 
descriptions of both growth and smoking characteristics, our 
illustrious list is sure to get you growing. 



06 PAGE SIX 


93 GROWORLD 


78 BANKING LAID BARE 

BY STEVEN HAGER 

The little-known secret of banking is that a number of the most 
prominent financial institutions have depended on black- 
market money to survive—which obviously means that a part of 
today’s banking industry depends upon drug money. 

86 BUSTED APPLE: 

THE HIGH TIMES INTERVIEW WITH 
DR. HARRY LEVINE 

BY DAN SKYE 

New York City is busting pot smokers by the thousands, with 
police actually relying on the arrests to earn overtime pay. 
Worst of all, says researcher Harry Levine, this calculated cam¬ 
paign against low-income users is unapologetically racist. 
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Auto-powered grow ops; Feds OK cartel coke; 
iBlunt; Boulder buds; Mayor Marijuana; Pot patch 
for pooches; Monsanto and Miracle-Gro; Kush 
scent; Hemp surfboards; Porsche bong; Showbuzz; 
Vote Gatewood; Medical B-baller; Peltier update; 
Optimism in Amsterdam; Sean Paul, Mike Watt, 
Kreayshawn, Reviews, Adventures in the Counter¬ 
culture, Band of the Month, Miss HIGH TIMES, 
Almost Infamous. 
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AMERICAN- 
MADE GLASS 

HEADIES FROM EUSHEEN, 
DARBY, CLINTON, FREAK, 
GHOST AND MANY MORE! 



SPECIALIZING IN 
INSIDE-OUT COLOR 
CHANGING GLASS 
DIRECT FROM 
HUMBOLDT COUNTY 
AND OREGON 
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MORE ON MAINE 

Maine's got the right idea about 
legalizing pot [“Moving Forward 
in Maine," HTSept. 'll]. This 
country has its priorities all 
messed up, especially since it’s 
been shown that pot isn't as bad 
as cigarettes or alcohol. (Maybe 
because those things are con¬ 
trolled by the government.) 

I want to say good luck to 
Maine; I think they have a lot 
more support than they realize. I 
hope the writer is right when he says that pot 
might be legal there in 2012. If so, I know where 
I’m moving. 

Justin W. 
Rhode Island 

HEADSHOPPER 

I think you guys should give out an award for Best 
Headshop in the US. I myself have been to many 
of them and have seen some pretty good ones, so 
it could make an interesting article for the maga¬ 
zine—you might be surprised what you’ll find out 
there. My favorite so far is Kind Creations in Fort 
Collins, CO. 

Loyal ReaderS.W. 

People in progressive states like Colorado some¬ 
times forget that most headshops in the US pre¬ 
fer to operate quietly—they aren't looking for 
publicity, especially in HT. But we're certainly 
eager to cover any outstandingly unique headshop 
that's willing. 

BEST IN GROW? 

I'm a big fan of your magazine! I just wanted to 
know if you guys have any idea when the book from 
the best grower in the world will be available? It’s 
been a couple of years now. If y’all could let me 
know, I’d really appreciate it! 

Julien 

If you really know who the best grower in the world 
is, please let us know! In the meantime, you might 
want to check out HT cultivation editor Nico Escon¬ 
dido's comprehensive Grow Like a Pro DVD. 

GARDEN APP 

In today's market, there’s a high interest in 
Android applications and things of that nature. 
Why doesn’t HIGH TIMES create a virtual-garden 
app, for both instructional and entertainment pur¬ 
poses? It could give people lessons in grow tech¬ 
niques and proper maintenance, with options for 
various growing styles such as hydroponics. 

Joe B. 

Good idea. We presently have Cannex 
(hightimes.com/cannex), which directs you to 
local dispensaries, but we'll be expanding into 
the 'droid market in the near future. 

THE WACO OF WEED 

As I was flipping through the September 2011 
issue, I came across Steven Hager's column about 
the Rainbow Farm in Michigan. Just wanted to say 
thanks! The story of the Rainbow Farm should be 
common knowledge for anyone involved in the 


fight against pot prohibition. As a 
lifelong Michigan resident, I made a 
yearly trip to the Rainbow Farm with 
friends. It surprises me that not 
many people know what really hap¬ 
pened out there. Every patient firing 
up in Michigan owes a big thanks to 
Tom and Rollie; those guys made it 
possible for us. And thank you for 
spreading the word. Keep up the 
good work. 

Ryan 0. 

Saginaw; Ml 


BRINGIN’ THE SEXY BACK 

I've been reading HIGH TIMES for quite some 
time and love your publication—I consider it the 
Holy Grail for growers, smokers and anyone who 
loves weed. My question to you: Why not have a 
“sexy edition” of HIGH TIMES? Growers could 
send in photos of themselves in their growrooms 
(sunglasses optional) and vie for the title of Sexi¬ 
est Grow Couple. Instead of Kandy Kush on the 
cover, how about an attractive guy and a smokin’- 
hot babe toking up on some? I’d totally enter 
myself and my girlfriend in the contest! 

Aux 

We’d rather you entered the sexiest buds. 

TOUR MEMORIES 

Some of my all-time favorite bud I got in the park¬ 
ing lot at a Grateful Dead concert in Santa Cruz, 
CA. It was greenish brown and smelled heavily 
(and tasted) of kelp. It also had this sup er-sativa 
high that was a real creeper. The only sativa that 
ever came close was this roach that my friend 
found on the playground when we were little. 

I look through and read HIGH TIMES every day 
as part of my meditation. 

Mi key Neides 

CANNABIS 101 

Hello, HIGH TIMES! Could you publish instruc¬ 
tions on how to roll the perfect joint? 

Kenwa 

Senior cultivation editor Danny Danko will be 
happy to assist you—just watch “HOW TO: Roll a 
Joint" at hightimes.com. 

MEDICAID MARIJUANA 

Marijuana is still illegal in the USA, according to 
the Feds. But a number of states have already 
legalized its medical use, with California leading 
the way. Man, there are now hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of patients in this country reaping pot’s ben¬ 
efits. What I don’t understand is why many more 
states aren’t following California’s lead? Also, I 
would really like to see medical marijuana accept¬ 
ed by the federal government and made available 
through Medicaid ... now that would be a super 
grand slam! 

PS: I am legally blind due to glaucoma. 

Xsighted 


Send your letters to: Feedback c/o HIGH TIMES, 

419 Park Avenue South, 16th floor, New York, NY 10016. 
Email: hteditorghightimes.com. 

We reserve the right to edit for length and clarity. 


IQ HIGH TIMES 


























the new world of vaping begins today 

learn more at vaporfection.com 


viVape 




Change Target Temp 350 F 

____ / 


OFF 

A 



vaporfection 










buzz 




ONTHG 



If you’re out of pot and need a 
vicarious high, download iBlunt 
1.0 from Apple, which enables 
iPhone users to display an 
image of a blunt with a burning 
cherry. And guess what? When 
you blow into your phone’s mic 
sensor, smoke undulates 
across the screen. The iBlunt 
can actually be manipulated by 
finger control: if you shake the 
phone you’re able to flick the 
ash away. Congress has pres¬ 
sured Apple and other compa¬ 
nies to eliminate apps that 
“promote illegal conduct.” But 
there’s this thing that America 
calls the First Amendment— 
you know, free speech?—which 
allows GoldMind Applications to 
create and sell the iBlunt app. 
It's the same right that allows 
us to publish a monthly maga¬ 
zine about an illegal plant. Even 
if Apple did ban the iBlunt app 
from their site, it’d still be ac¬ 
cessible via underground and 
third party app sources. 

Just like pot. Prohibition 
can’t stop people from toking 
up—even virtually. 



Since the beginning of the year, the international cannabis community has 
wondered whether foreign tourists would be required to obtain a “weed pass” 
before visiting coffeeshops in the Netherlands. And coffeeshop owners 
have worried that such a requirement would decimate their industry. 

The coffeeshop industry is licensed and supervised by the Dutch 
government to ensure that national regulations regarding “hard” and 
“soft” drugs are being followed. Since the coffeeshops are not techni¬ 
cally legal, they’re covered by a “tolerance policy” that has come 
under attack from various quarters, most recently Dutch Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mark Rutte (the leader, ironically, of the liberal People’s Party for 
Freedom and Democracy), whose government has been pushing the 
weed pass. But the prime minister can only recommend changes to 
national drug policy; it is then up to Parliament to debate and 
vote on the proposed changes, which have already been vigorously 
opposed by a number of local officials in cities like The Hague, 

Rotterdam, Utrecht, Maastricht and, of course, Amsterdam. 

In July, the Council of State—the Dutch version of the 
Supreme Court—ruled that a weed pass would unfairly dis¬ 
criminate against tourists, except in certain heavily trafficked 
border areas. Furthermore, even a far more restricted ver¬ 
sion of the weed pass—as well as a new regulation requiring 
coffeeshops to be located at least 350 meters from 
schools—can’t become law until 2015, according to the 
country’s current tolerance policy. Until then, any new regu¬ 
lations can only be implemented through local legislation, 
which is highly unlikely in Amsterdam. 

Maurice Veldman, the attorney for the city’s coffeeshop 
coalition, says: “Shops will remain open and continue fulfill¬ 
ing the roll that they were established for. Tell all your 
friends, book a flight and come visit us in Amsterdam, where 
the coffeeshops are open and waiting for you.” 


DUTCH ReueF 



Marijuana is so effective as medicine that it was just a matter of time until a method 
of medicating animals was marketed. Enter Seattle-based Medical Marijuana De¬ 
livery Systems (MMDS) which has created Tetracan, a patch delivering cannabis 
medicine to alleviate chronic pain in all kinds of mammals: dogs, cats, horses— 
even humans. It provides a holistic medication for animals' ailments instead of dan¬ 
gerous pet pharmaceuticals. And, no, your pet won’t get high! 

The patch was originally developed in 2000 by Walter Cristobal of the Pueblo 
Tribe in New Mexico. He found business partners in pet owners who were seek¬ 
ing nontoxic, topical methods for their pets. (Large dogs, in particular, are prone 
to joint pain as they age.) Today, MMDS develops and markets cannabis-based 
creams, gels and oils for people and animals. The company will approach states 
that have already approved medical marijuana in order to introduce Tetracan for 
veterinary use; athough state laws will need to be amended to include animals. Of 
course, we could start busting dogs, but it’s really hard to handcuff a Great Dane. 



Cannabis is 
a dog’s best 
friend. 




Maybe the Drug War should be waged in the medicine cabinet, because what's 
being sold over-the-counter is downright criminal. When you take two Extra 
Strength Tylenol pills, you're dosing yourself with 1,000 mg. of acetaminophen. 

If you take eight over the course of a day, you're at risk of an overdose. How 
common is an acetaminophen overdose? According to a FDA report that exam¬ 
ined the years spanning 1990-2001, an average of 26,000 people are hospital¬ 
ized and 458 die annually from acetaminophen overdoses. Heavy use of the drug 
has been linked to liver damage. To minimize liability, Johnson & Johnson, mak¬ 
ers of Tylenol, recently cut the recommended daily dosage from eight pills per 
day to six. Ah, if the world could only find a safe, reliable drug... 
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FREEBIE 



By the end of today, 6,000 more Americalfis will have tried pot for the Very first time. These 
are the stone, cold facts from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIdA), the research insti 
tute that generally serves as the federal government's anti-pot propaganda mill. Six thou¬ 
sand new pot users breaks down to 250 people an hour, or 4.2 people each passing minute, 
which works out to—amazingly—42,000 new inhalers weekly, which works out to 180,000 
every month, almost 2.2 million a year. Let's overtoke the government! 


COPS 

PLaNTTHClR 
PINK SUPS 

Don't mess with 84-year-old Mary 
Lee Cook, who shut down the entire 
central Oak Hill, FL, police force 
after accusing them of planting pot 
on her property. In July, acting on a 
tip, narcotics agents discovered 10 
pot plants growing near a broken, 
open portion of fence on Mayor 
Cook's land. The Volusia County 
Sheriff didn't charge Cook and does¬ 
n’t plan to, because it was believed 
she was unaware of the plants. 

When the news broke, the mayor 
was obliged to defend herself at a 
City Commission meeting. She re¬ 
fused to resign and suggested the 
plants were planted by Oak Hill po¬ 
lice, in an attempt to discredit her. 

But Mayor Cook went even fur¬ 
ther. In early August, she presented 
additional complaints against Police 
Chief Diane Young and terminated 
every member of the Oak Hill police 
force. City commissioners backed 
the mayor with a 3-2 vote citing al¬ 
leged corruption and the potential 
scandal. Volusia County sheriffs took 
over policing as Oak Hill cops joined 
the ranks of the unemployed. 



ALL-STAR OFF-COURT 


As a general rule, once they stop playing pro hoops, successful NBA players retire as multi¬ 
millionaires and go on permanent vacation. But not ex-shooting guard Cuttino Mob¬ 
ley. Since his solid 11 -year NBA career ended, he’s been involved in a number of 
projects intended to better this world. That includes his financial support of med¬ 
ical marijuana dispensaries in Maine and Rhode Island. 

Mobley was born and raised in Philadelphia, PA, but finished high school in 
Maine before attending college in Rhode Island. He proved himself at the highest 
levels of the college game, taking the University of Rhode Island’s team on an im¬ 
probable trip to the “Elite 8” level of the NCAA tournament in 1998. He was 
drafted that same year by the Houston Rockets and averaged a career-high 21.7 
points per game in the 2001-02 season. 

After he was traded to the New York Knicks in November 2008, a trade-mandated 
physical revealed that Mobley had an enlarged heart—the same condition that caused 
Boston Celtics All-Star Reggie Lewis’s death at the age of 27 in 1993. Mobley never 
took the court again; though he did attempt a comeback in 2010 with the Celtics, it 
went no further than the tryout. 

At 33, Mobley’s career may have been cut short, but as the saying goes: “When 
one door closes, another opens.” His medical condition—and an increased aware¬ 
ness of the health issues of those around him—motivated him to get into the rapidly 
growing world of medical marijuana. Via his company, the Mobley Pain Management 
and Wellness Center, he’s invested $2 million in the Northeast Patients Group, which 
is licensed to operate four med-pot dispensaries in Maine. Mobley is also the sole fin¬ 
ancier of the Summit Medical Compassion Center in Warwick, Rl. 

“I want to help people,” Mobley told The Providence Journal. “I’ve done well, and I 
want everyone to do well. Let’s all do well together.” 

Beyond his cannabis entrepreneurship, Mobley helps fund an Amateur Athletic Union 
team in Philadelphia, has built basketball courts in Africa, and runs a foundation (also in 
Philadelphia) that aids single mothers and homeless children. 
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CONSPICUOUS 

CONSUMPTION 

Porsche Design markets all kinds of 
pricey merchandise, including lug¬ 
gage, eyewear and clothing—and 
now it's offering the new Porsche 
Shisha, which will set you back 
$2,000. What, exactly, is the Shisha? 
A bong. That’s right: Porsche is mar¬ 
keting a designer bong made from 
stainless steel, aluminum and a 
TecFlex tube. Our review? A fool and 
his two grand are soon parted. Buy a 
pound of good Cali outdoor instead. 

See the Shisha at porsche-design.com. 



soenr of a sroneR 

Kush Perfume (for men and women) is created using what 
the website describes as "ancient methods of perfumery and 
distillation. A combination of extracts of natural botanicals 
and essential oils” is used in the formula, which is "finished 
with a hint of vanilla in a jojoba oil base.” Apparently, this 
mimics the smell of Kush buds. 

We’ll leave this one up to you. If you’ve ever smelled the 
real thing, you’ll never forget it—nor will anyone else within 20 
yards. If you wanna smell like that, be our guest. (You’ll make 
lots of new friends.) But Kush Perfume’s makers say that it 
won't draw unwanted attention to you; instead, it will "remind 
the wearer of one of Mother Nature’s finest, natural scents.” 
We don’t need reminders; we want the real thing! 

Visit kushperfume.com. 

SURRAG 

on Hemp 

Chad Kaimanu Jackson has been surfing 
professionally since he was a teenager. His 
father is the renowned 1960s surfboard 
shaper and glasser Bruce Jackson. After 
learning the art of building boards from his 
dad, Chad created Kaimanu Hemp Surf¬ 
boards, which he’s been manufacturing using 
hemp cloth and other eco-friendly alternatives since 2006. Up to 90 percent of the fiberglass used in tra¬ 
ditional boards has been eliminated, but Chad’s hemp boards have proved durable, sturdy and strong, 
even on the gnarliest of wave breaks. They’re also custom-designed and handmade, and Chad produces 
only five to 10 per month. As he puts it: “Hemp is the answer, and we’re here to promote it and bring it 
back—one surfboard at a time.” 

Visit hempsurfboards.com and also check out Local Clothes , Chad’s hemp-clothing line , at localclothes.com. 




McGowan 
causes 
Rinks. 



ROSE DOSE 

Appearing on Chelsea 
Lately, edgy actress 
Rose McGowan related 
the tale of how her per¬ 
sonal assistant had re- 
|| cently baked up a batch 
of pot brownies after Rose told the P.A. 
she'd never tried them. According to Mc¬ 
Gowan, the plate was left on her kitchen 
counter with a sign reading "Enjoy!” Un¬ 
fortunately, Rose didn’t make the con¬ 
nection; she thought they were regular 
brownies, so she left them out for a 
group of real-estate agents checking out 
her LA home. Later that day, she got a 
call from one of the zonked realtors, who 
whispered into the phone: "I’m at a par¬ 
ent/teacher conference. Was there... 
anything... in those brownies?” 
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Montoya's crew 
smuggles. 


DOOM 5 VROOOM 

In August, two crew 
members for the Earn¬ 
hardt Ganassi Racing 
Sprint Car driven by 
Juan Pablo Montoya 
were busted in 
Huntersville, NC. The cops intercepted 
10.5 pounds that had been shipped from 
California. Trevor L. Lysne, a front-tire 
changer on the team, and Jerome D. 

Frey, a mechanic, got flagged. Both were 
fired immediately. 

Still, both were probably tokers 
long before they crashed and burned. 

So it’s logical to assume that these Ston¬ 
ers performed admirably—one in the 
pit, the other in the shop—with pot in 
their systems. 
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NOT MIA’S IDEA 

Twenty-four pot plants 
were found on actress 
Mia Farrow's property, 
but she wasn't the 
grower; a local gardener 
"borrowed” her land. 

Mia was oblivious to the grow op and was 
never a target, according to the state 
narcotics task force that conducted the 
raid. Really? A state narcotics task force 
for 24 plants? Your tax dollars at work! 


Farrow grows, 
but doesn't know. 


Flame 


u 

tn 
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DOUBLE TROUBLE 

This past summer, Rapper 
Waka Flocka Flame got 
busted twice. First, in New 
York City for possession. 

Then, less than two weeks 
later, in Georgia during a 
routine traffic violation. Cops smelled pot, 
searched his car and found less than an 
ounce. Just one more bust in this ridicu¬ 
lous, tragic war on pot smokers. 
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Give a man a bud, he smokes for a day. 
Teach a man to grow, he smokes for life... 
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ndlelight vigil was held in August 
r the Lewisburg, PA penitentiary. 




LeONaRD PGLTKR INDIAN MclRTSIR 




Native American 
political prisoner 
Leonard Peltier has 
been behind bars for 
over 35 years. Con¬ 
victed in 1977 for the 
murder of two FBI 
agents on the Pine Ridge Indian 
reservation in South Dakota, his 
case stands as one of the worst 
miscarriages of justice ever perpe¬ 
trated on an American citizen. 

During the 1970s, Pine Ridge, 
SD, suffered the highest per capita 
murder rate in the nation, the result 
of strife between the American In¬ 
dian Movement (AIM) and corrupt 
tribal police. AIM members and 
sympathizers, who sought radical 


change on the poverty-stricken 
reservation, were preyed upon and 
the FBI was complicit in their ha¬ 
rassment. In June 1975, a firefight 
broke out at a rural ranch between 
two FBI agents and a group of Indi¬ 
ans belonging to AIM. In the tense, 
war-like conditions of Pine Ridge, 
the shooting began before the 
agents could identify themselves. 
Both men were killed at close range. 

Despite the presence of multiple 
police agencies, the Indians at the 
ranch—a group that included 
women and children—managed to 
escape. Peltier was captured the fol¬ 
lowing year. In the ensuing trial, it 
became clear that evidence against 
him had been fabricated and wit¬ 


nesses coerced. Peltier was found 
guilty for both murders and sen¬ 
tenced to two life terms, despite the 
fact that two other Indians—both 
present at the shootin^cene—had 
already been acquitted. 

During his more than three 
decades behind bars, Peltier has 
been a model prisoner. He's become 
an outstanding artist, something 
that "keeps me alive," he says. And, 
as a leading spokesperson for Na¬ 
tive rights, Peltier has been nomi¬ 
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize six 
times. But his incarceration has 
been arduous: He's now 67 years 
old, suffers from a heart condition 
and was recently beaten up by a 
prison gang. This past summer, he 


was placed under 23-hour lockdown 
for a minor infraction. 

His attorney, Michael Kuzma, 
says the government has made de¬ 
fending Peltier "extremely difficult." 
Numerous court appeals have failed, 
and a presidential pardon has been 
denied by the last three presi¬ 
dents—despite the government's 
own admission that it "did not and 
cannot prove" Peltier killed the two 
agents. Many believe that President 
Barack Obama will finally set him 
free if he fails to win re-election. But 
that remains to be seen—especially 
since the FBI remains bitterly op¬ 
posed to Peltier's release. 

Visit whoisleonardpeltier.info. 


HiGHKWGR 

Apparently, the peak season for sickness 
in Boulder, CO, is the month of April. We 
say that because April 2011 brought in 
the highest amount of medical marijuana 
dispensary revenues for any individual 
month in the city: $2.1 million, according 
to Boulder’s latest assessment of sales 
tax collections. Through May 2011, med- 
pot retail sales in Boulder totaled $9.2 
million (with over $300,000 in tax rev¬ 
enue collected during that same period), 
putting the city on pace to top $20 million 
in dispensary sales for 2010. But why 
April, which saw almost $250,000 more 
in sales than the average month? It could 
be as simple as the power of 4/20, our 
national stoner holiday. More than 10,000 
people gather annually for the massive 
4/20 celebration on the campus of the 
University of Colorado at Boulder, with 
local dispensaries offering discounts and 
specials for patients. Additionally, federal 
tax refunds may have been responsible 
for stimulating the local economy and 
patients alike. 
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VOTG GATGWOOD! 


On November 8, the entire country will be focused on the gover¬ 
nor's race in Kentucky. Perennial candidate Gatewood Gal¬ 
braith—an outspoken advocate for legalization who's appeared 
on the cover of HIGH TIMES with Willie Nelson (Jan. '91)—has 
been tied with sitting Governor Steve Beshear in most polls, and 
has even crushed him and the Republican candidate in local sur¬ 
veys. Galbraith has run for governor four times, three times as a 
Democrat, once as a Reform Party candidate; now he has no 
party affiliation, not even as an independent. 

"A culture of corruption has developed within our leadership, 
and only those who pay to play are accepted in inner circles," Gal¬ 
braith says. "We have continued to elect the same candidates 
time and time again, while our standard of living grows worse." 

Galbraith points out bluntly that Kentucky faces "overwhelm¬ 
ing problems." The state has remained in the lowest percentile on 
pretty much every national statistic of well-being—including 
health, education and child welfare- 
regardless of which party has won. It is 
also the fifth-poorest state in America. 

Galbraith promises a regional ap¬ 
proach to economic development, energy, industry and education as well as intelli¬ 
gent stewardship of the state's natural resources. He also says that, upon election, his 
approach to the Drug War will simply be: "Stop—leave those people alone." 

Visit aatewood com Get the free mobile a PP at 

vibii gdiewouu.Lom. http://gettag.mobi 





Hear Gatewood address 
the HT staff: 


Galbraith may finally win the governorship of Kentucky. 
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Supercloset takes the guesswork out of growing for you. Sit back, retax, grow easy on yourself. Grow 
like a professional your very first time. You are growing with the only “Locks up, blends right into 
your home, no smelt, fully automated grow cabinet on the market." This is why SuperCloset has the 
“World's #1 Selling Grow Cabinets. 1 ' Stop digging for hard to find answers and just grow easy. 100% 
lifetime customer service, free Grow Tips DVD, nutrients, TDS meter, 3 year warranty, and much more! 
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Thanks again for your time! t am on the edge of my seat! Things are already taking OFF! Great 

productHi Keep up the good work ! Thank you alir - Jason, NM 

Everything is perfect and going great in my two cobinets. Thanks guys for ail the help!" - Peter, NY 

'Thanks again for everything! Aff I can say Is 10 days and WQWr - James, TX 
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THREE YEARS INTO THE OBAMA PRESIDENCY, REFORMERS ARE LOSING HOPE THAT THERE WILL BE ANY SUBSTANTIVE 
CHANGE IN AMERICA’S POT POLICIES. BY PAUL ARMENTANO 



18 HIGHTIMES 


Obama: 'I don't know what this says about the 
online audience.' 

So chuckled President Obama at an online 
town-hall forum in 2009, responding to the 
question of whether regulating marijuana would 
“boost the economy and reduce drug-cartel-re¬ 
lated violence.” (For the record, Obama’s full 
reply was: “The answer is no. I don’t think that 
[would be] a good strategy.”) For drug-law re¬ 
formers, it was the laugh heard round the 
world—and a bitter sign of things to come. 

While Obama’s flippant response may have 
implied that the president had little interest in 
addressing the marijuana issue at all earnestly, 
his recent appointments and policies indicate 
that he, like his predecessors, is dead serious 
about maintaining the war on cannabis con¬ 
sumers. 


DEA: 'We will continue to enforce the federal 
drug laws.' 

Three years into Obama’s term, it is clear that 
the presidential changing of the guard has 
made no difference regarding how the Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration does business. And 
that appears to be just the way Obama likes it. 

In fact, despite the 2009 Holder memo, polit¬ 
ical observers note that the DEA has never so 


Among presidential candidates, Barack Obama 
was a unique figure. Never before had a politician 
been so candid on the campaign trial regarding 
his own past use of illicit substances, and few in¬ 
coming presidents had ever generated greater 
enthusiasm within the drug-law reform commu¬ 
nity. At the time, the widespread optimism of 
cannabis activists appeared warranted. 

As a senator, Obama had publicly expressed 
the need for the United States government to “re¬ 
think and decriminalize our marijuana laws,” and 
as a presidential candidate, he pledged not to 
“use Justice Department resources to try and cir¬ 
cumvent state [marijuana] laws.” 

Reformers’ hopes were raised further when 
the White House issued its “scientific integrity” 
memo in March 2009, which stated: “Science and 
the scientific process must inform and guide deci¬ 
sions of [the] Administration.” It was also hearten¬ 
ing when, later that fall, US Attorney General Eric 
Holder announced formal guidelines that urged 
federal prosecutors to cease targeting medical-pot 
patients and providers who were “in clear and un¬ 
ambiguous compliance” with state law. 

But that was then. This is now. 


















LOUISA BERTMAN 


much as wavered from the Bush doctrine of 
federal intervention in medical-marijuana 
states. There is one key difference, however: 
Under Obama, the DEA has largely ceased to 
publicize its actions. 

Over the past 18 months, the DEA has 
spearheaded raids of medical-pot providers in 
numerous states, including California, Col¬ 
orado, Montana, Nevada and Washington, sev¬ 
eral of which have led to federal indictments. In 
one such federal prosecution, lawyers for the 
government specifically argued that the 2009 
Holder memo did not signify any substantive 
change in federal policy or provide any legal 
protections against prosecution in federal court. 
A United States District Court judge agreed. The 
defendant in the case, Colorado grower Christo¬ 
pher Bartkowitz, eventually received a five-year 
federal prison term for marijuana cultivation. 

But the DEA isn’t the only federal agency 
that has increasingly targeted medical- 
cannabis providers under Obama’s watch. Over 
the past year, the Internal Revenue Service is 
estimated to have audited up to a dozen large- 
scale California dispensaries, including the 
state’s biggest provider, Harborside Health 
Center in Oakland. In each case, the agency has 
cited a little-known and little-used section of 
the federal tax code that prohibits business de¬ 
ductions for any establishment that engages in 
“trafficking of a controlled substance.” The IRS 
is seeking, in some of these audits, tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars in additional taxes and fines and 
has threatened providers with criminal sanc¬ 
tions if they don’t pay up. 

Michele Leonhart: 'Marijuana has no currently 
accepted medical use.' 

The DEA’s latest actions are hardly surprising 
given who’s running the show. Last November, 
reformers’ jaws collectively dropped when 
Obama announced the appointment of Michele 
Leonhart, a Drug War holdover from the Bush 
administration, to head America’s top anti-drug 
agency. 

Leonhart’s resume was well known among 
pot-law reformers. She had previously rejected 
an order from the DEA’s own administrative- 
law judge to allow greater scientific exploration 
of medical cannabis, and in 2009 she publicly 
described the escalating violence on the 
US/Mexican border as a “signpost of the suc¬ 
cess" of America’s Drug War strategy. 

Since Leonhart assumed the position of DEA 
director in January, the agency—along with the 
Department of Justice—has noticeably stepped 
up its efforts to thwart patients’ access to med¬ 
ical marijuana. Recent DEA raids in Montana 
and Washington have quashed those states’ 
once-burgeoning medical-pot industries, while 
threats from US Attorneys in Arizona, Rhode Is¬ 
land and Washington have pressured lawmak¬ 
ers to put the kibosh on plans to allow for the 
state-licensed production and distribution of 
medical pot in those states. 

Perhaps most notably, in July Leonhart for¬ 


mally denied a nine-year-old petition calling on 
the agency to initiate hearings to reassess the 
present classification of marijuana as a Sched¬ 
ule I controlled substance without any “ac¬ 
cepted medical use in treatment.” In affirming 
the agency’s longstanding “flat earth” position, 
Leonhart alleged that cannabis has “a high po¬ 
tential for abuse,” has “no currently accepted 
medical use in treatment in the United States,” 
and “lacks accepted safety for use under med¬ 
ical supervision." 

“At this time,” she concluded, “the known 
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risks of marijuana use have not been shown to 
be outweighed by specific benefits in well-con- 
trolled clinical trials that scientifically evaluate 
safety and efficacy.” While Leonhart’s meritless 
position would evoke outrage under any cir¬ 
cumstances, it is even more offensive in light of 
the administration’s supposed commitment to 
“scientific integrity.” 

DOJ: 'The Department of Justice is committed 
to the enforcement of the Controlled Sub¬ 
stances Act in all states.' 

Despite Obama’s initial promises to respect 
statewide marijuana laws, this past summer 
the administration issued an updated memo¬ 
randum revising the DOJ's position on the use 
of federal resources in states that have ap¬ 
proved medical marijuana. According to the lat¬ 
est memo, federal authorities are “committed 
to the enforcement of the Controlled Sub¬ 
stances Act in all states”—including the 16 
states that have legalized the use and produc¬ 
tion of medicinal cannabis. 

“Persons who are in the business of culti¬ 
vating, selling, or distributing marijuana, and 
those who knowingly facilitate such activities, 
are in violation of the Controlled Substances 
Act, regardless of state law,” the memo states. 
And if anybody is still unclear about the presi¬ 
dent’s stance, the memo concludes: “The pros¬ 


ecution of significant traffickers in illegal drugs, 
including marijuana, remains a core priority” of 
the Obama administration. 

Obama’s about-face elicited a notably strong 
response from the drug-law reform community, 
particularly the patient-advocacy organization 
Americans for Safe Access, which called the ad¬ 
ministration’s position “disingenuous” and in¬ 
dicative of a new, heightened “level of hostility 
from the federal government.” 

Obama's national drug-control strategy: 'Mari¬ 
juana is addictive and unsafe'—so don't even 
bother trying to study it. 

In July, the administration committed much of 
its newfound anti-pot rhetoric into an updated 
section of the White House’s 2011 National 
Drug Control Strategy Report titled “The Facts 
About Marijuana.” Herein, the administration 
recycles numerous reefer-madness lowlights— 
such as the claim that pot is a harmful and ad¬ 
dictive gateway drug—and accuses the very 
drug-law reform organizations that had previ¬ 
ously backed Obama’s presidential bid of “per- 
petuat[ing] the false notion that marijuana use 
is harmless” and “significantly diminishfing] ef¬ 
forts to keep our young people drug free.” 

The report also affirms what many advo¬ 
cates have suspected for some time: that the 
Obama White House, like its predecessors, has 
little interest in actually studying the known 
therapeutic properties of the cannabis plant. 
According to the 2011 report, only 14 US scien¬ 
tific studies—down from 18 in 2010—“are [fed¬ 
erally] approved to conduct research with 
smoked marijuana on human subjects." A key¬ 
word search on the government website clini- 
caltrials.gov affirms the administration’s lack of 
interest. According to the site, only two FDA-ap¬ 
proved clinical trials on medical cannabis are 
presently ongoing, only one of which is taking 
place in the United States. 

Hope and change'? Not for pot consumers. 

So what happened to our promised “hope and 
change”? It’s still out there, just not inside the 
Beltway. Fortunately for drug-law activists, 
many states remain fertile ground for mari¬ 
juana-policy reform—even as the federal gov¬ 
ernment remains intransigent. The year 2011 
saw reformers score major statewide victories 
in California and Connecticut, which both re¬ 
duced adult marijuana-possession penalties to 
noncriminal offenses. In the states of Delaware, 
Maine and Vermont, legislative actions now offer 
new or expanded legal protections to medical- 
marijuana patients. And 2012 is already shaping 
up to be a watershed year, with legalization and 
medicalization initiatives planned for the ballot 
in several states, including California, Colorado, 
Massachusetts, Ohio, Oregon and Washington. 

In other words, drug-law reform advocates 
will still have plenty of reasons to “smoke the 
vote” on Election Day in 2012—even if they ulti¬ 
mately decide to “just say no” to Obama’s re- 
election. ^ 
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Grow Your Own. 

A Good Thing Just Got Better! 

INTRODUCING OUR NEW PRO SERIES 


A Fully-Integrated Plant System that 
Promotes Rapid Growth in 21 Days! 


Start from Seeds or Clones to Full Bloom! 

100% Guaranteed and Service Backed! 

Fast Delivery with available option to your have unit 
shipped Fully Assembled! 


CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE OR MORE INFO 

1 (800) 651-BUDS (2837) 


www. phototron .com 
sa les@ph ototron .com 


EVERY PHOTOTRON™ INCLUDES: 

* Light Bulbs 

* Reflective Panels 

* Seed Pods & Soil Medium for the Root System 

* 3 Part Nutrients -Grow, Protect & Bloom 

* Complete Step-by-Step Instructions 

THE NEW PRO SERIES INCLUDES: 



The ECOBrain preset programs for optimum plant growth; automatically turns off and on lights, 
alerts when to add water/nutrients based on plant being grown. 

Built in Carbon Filter removes organic odors 

Variable Speed Fan controlled by temperature 

200 Watt LEDs In hood for rapid growth available in two models 

Sensors that monitor air temperature, moisture detection and humidity with a built-in LCD Screen 
to view all sensor activity including warning notifications based on threshholds; also displays plant 
cycles of growth. 

CHOOSE ONE OF FIVE MODELS: 

Starting at $495.00: Starting at $1,095.00: 

Original -330 watts Pro Series T5 - 265 watts 

Tall 15 - 255 watts Pro Series Hybrid (T5 & LED) - 465 watts 

Pro Series LED - 320 watts 


































































RAPPIN 5 WITH DANCEHALL SUPERSTAR SEAN PAUL AT THE HIGH TIMES MEDICAL CANNABIS CUP. BY MARK MILLER 


MUNCHIN% NOT BLAZIN’ 

Dancehall demigod Sean Paul dropped by the 
2011 HIGH TIMES Medical Cannabis Cup in San 
Francisco prior to performing in concert, and we 
bestowed a slick new vaporizer on him as a thank- 
you. He truly appreciated the gift, especially since 
he hasn't smoked pot in over a year. Don't get us 
wrong: Paul’s been getting high as often as possi¬ 
ble in the last 12 months—just not via smoking. 

“Since June 2010, I’ve been eating weed,” 

Paul discloses. “I have asthma, and at first [med¬ 
ical pot] was good for me and helped with the 
asthma, but after 15,16 years of smoking 10 
joints, pipes and bongs every day, it started to re¬ 
ally affect my sinuses, which messes with my 
voice a lot. So I decided to give smoking a break. 
One day I had popcorn with some weed oil I made, 
and it was great—so I’ve stuck with that and been 
making [medicated] oil and tea every day.” 

It's no surprise Paul is choosing to preserve 
his million-dollar throat and its soulful ability to 
execute the turn-on-a-dime toasting—rapidly 
rap-chanting over the beat—that fuels his pot- 
party anthems, such as “Gimme the Light” (win¬ 
ner of a 2002 HIGH TIMES Doobie Award) and “We 
Be Burnin’.” He also spawned electro-hop on 
“Press It Up” and smash singles like 2009’s “So 
Fine” from the Grammy-nominated LP (for Best 


Reggae Album) Imperial Blaze , the first Jamaican 
album to debut atop the Billboard rap charts. For 
the still-untitled new album, Paul plans on ex¬ 
panding his musical canvas, as can be seen on his 
recent hit single “Got 2 Luv U.” 

This time around, I’m aiming to get a bigger 
dancehall sound. I’m working with [pop producer] 
Benny Blanco; the drumbeats are dancehall, but 
the strings and bass sound like what he does. He’s 
adding layers and a different flavor to stuff I 
recorded at home first.” 

Paul has also branched out into producing, as 
on the forthcoming riddim-dubbed Blaze Fia, a 
compilation album with over 20 Jamaican musi¬ 
cians representing a return to old-school dance¬ 
hall, as exemplified by Paul himself on “Hardcore” 
and the evocative ode to herb “Blaze Up” by Looga 
Man. He has another compilation CD coming out 
soon ( Material) as well as unreleased songs with 
former schoolmate “Jr. Gong” Damian Marley. 

And if that’s not enough, he's recorded yet an¬ 
other weed track, a “one-drop” (snare-drum 
backbeat) reggae riddim with Collie Buddz called 
“On My Way Back Home,” about two stoners seek¬ 
ing to avoid getting arrested while baked. Paul 
also aspires to open his own studio and provide an 
influential artistic outlet for up-and-coming Ja¬ 
maican dancehall DJs and toasters. 


DANCGH ALL DAZe 

Pretty much every HIGH TIMES reader has burned 
a spliff to a Bob Marley record and knows what 
reggae is, but what is “dancehall” specifically? 
(Surely not that 1980s Wang Chung crap.) 

“If reggae is our fathers’ music, then dance¬ 
hall is the child of reggae; it’s the kids’ expression 
for it. Most kids in Jamaica don’t have the money 
to buy instruments and start bands—economics is 
one of the reasons our music [reggae] went more 
computer-oriented and became dancehall, with 
kids rhyming and rapping over beats. 

“Now I’m trying to take dancehall music to a 
level where it’s not just ‘ours’ anymore. I’m trying 
to make the indigenous sound more global. 
Dancehall sometimes may sound a little hip-hop- 
ish, sometimes a little R&B-ish or more like 
dance music. Dancehall is versatile and evolving.” 

Even before he attained musical success, Sean 
Paul’s early life makes a fascinating biography. 
Born in Kingston, Jamaica, he was raised Catholic 
in a nation where only two percent of the popula¬ 
tion is such. He was a notable athlete in his youth, 
representing his country on the Jamaican Na¬ 
tional Water Polo Team, translating the skills 
honed in the pool to serve him creatively in the 
competitive realm of dancehall. 

Paul’s diverse DNA includes Afro-Caribbean, 
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ime Tines 

In light of the increasing cultural awareness—and ac¬ 
ceptance—of pot's powers to enhance the mind’s cre¬ 
ative faculties, Paul confirms that he receives 
inspiration when irie. 

“Yeah, it gets me in a type of zone,” he says. “When I 
first started to smoke weed, I found myself thinking 
about the things / wanted to think about. I’d forget about 
trivial things and concentrate on putting my dreams 
and goals of being an artist ahead. 

“I’ve written songs without it, for sure,” he adds, 
“but weed helps me really concentrate on doing some 
songs, so it's a good tool.” 

Perhaps the most intriguing revelation Paul 
dropped was on the subject of so-called “pain clinics” 
after we asked him some questions about medicinal 
cannabis. 

“In Florida, instead of medical-marijuana dispen¬ 
saries, they have these 'pain clinics’ where they sell 
OxyContin and Percocet. And even people from Middle 
America that don’t have these clinics, they drive to 
Florida to get drugs. Doctors there get paid $100,000 a 
month just to write prescriptions. So if you say, 'I broke 
my finger years ago but it still pains me, Doc,' they’ll 
give you a prescription. Plus some [of the ‘patients’] 
take these pills and resell them [on the black market]! 
That’s crazy, rather than having medical marijuana.” 

Paul’s remarks proved topical, as state and federal 
shutdowns of these illegal “pill mills” continue to make 
the news—including the curious fact that Florida Gov¬ 
ernor Rick Scott has placed obstacles in front of state 
lawmakers seeking to create tighter restrictions on the 
pain clinics, including a patient-monitoring database. 

Paul relayed his own personal experience with such 
dangerous prescription medications following knee sur¬ 
gery in Florida earlier this year. After the operation, he 
says, “I took [prescription opioids] for three days, since I 
was in a lot of pain with my knee. But when I woke up the 
fourth morning, I was thinking, ‘What time do I have to 
take this pill?’—even though my knee wasn’t throbbing 
anymore. And I caught myself and said, ‘That’s pretty 
fucked up.’ And I didn’t take any more Oxy after that.” 


‘since mne 2010, rve seen eaTinc 
uieec. aFTen is, ie yeans of 
smoKinG 10 jomTS, Pipes anc 
boogs eveny cay, rr STaineD to 
neauy aFFecr my sinuses, uiHiCH 
messes iihth my voice a lot/ 


Concluding our ses¬ 
sion with his metaphysi¬ 
cal views, Paul was especially 
forthright and insightful, even with people banging 
on his green-room door because our interview had 
gone over schedule and it was time to take photos. 

“I’ve always thought there was a connection 
between weed and spirituality. I had this idea that 
seven was a blessed number, and there are seven 
leaves on a pot leaf. Plus those I knew who smoked 
weed were more thoughtful of people and of life. 

“I was raised Catholic, but when I sing about 
God, I say ‘Jah’—which might upset some people, 
but to me the lines of religion are blurred. Religion 
has caused a lot of problems over the years. Medi¬ 
tating together with people is probably the best 
spiritual experience I’ve had—better than feeling 
guilty or being upset at someone else's thoughts 
for being a Muslim or Seventh-Day Adventist or 
whatever. The powers that be want things to stay th 
way they are, so when someone thinks different, it's 
deemed suspicious. I don’t know when we can get 
past that and all get along and understand each 
other—but hopefully soon.” ^ 


Portuguese, British, 

Chinese-Jamaican 
and Jewish-German 
genes; he’s used this 
bounty of backgrounds to 
both sharpen and widen his 
global appeal. 

“I just see myself as a Ja¬ 
maican kid, but when people see 
me, they don’t know what to make of 
me. But that also helps me, because 
people can't put me in that box and say, 

‘Oh, he is this or that.' I’m just me.” 

On his family influencing his aesthetics: “My 
mom loved the Beatles. That's where I got a 
sense of melody and complementing harmonies 
from, before I got into dancehall.” 









buzz 



Bassists are an unsung bunch. Shredding gui¬ 
tarists, strutting singers, even the rumble of 
drums and crash of cymbals receive much 
more attention. Bassists are the glue that holds 
it all together, and as such they often go unno¬ 
ticed. So despite the fact that Mike Watt is ar¬ 
guably punk’s finest bassist, he’s hardly a 
household name. 

“When people go into the head, they look at 
the tile—I’m the grout,” Watt acknowledges 
breezily. 

It’s a role he’s cherished for more than 35 
years, ever since the mother of his late Minute- 
men bandmate D. Boon stuck him on bass to 
keep Watt and her son occupied in her house 
after school rather than running around on the 
streets. Since that time, Watt’s been in more 
than 20 different combos, ranging from pio¬ 
neering '80s punkers the Minutemen through 
muscular college rockers fIREHOSE to playing 
alongside fellow indie-rock icons like J. Mascis, 
Thurston Moore, Perry Farrell and Eddie Ved- 
der. But probably his proudest moments (aside 


from the Minutemen) have been spending the 
last eight years in the re-formed Stooges. 

“I don’t think we would even have a punk 
scene without the Stooges,” says Watt, who 
counts Iggy Pop as one of his good friends. “It’s 
incredible—I could never imagine it in my 
wildest of dreams.” 

Unlike many of his younger punk peers, the 
53-year-old Watt grew up on arena rock and 
acts like Blue Oyster Cult. (He still sometimes 
plays “The Red and the Black” live, which he 
originally covered with the Minutemen.) The 
very first show Boon and he saw was T. Rex in 
71, where they were first exposed to pot 
through the omnipresent contact buzz. 

“Because [the pot] was so weak, dudes 
smoked tons of the stuff,” Watt recalls with a 
laugh. “You could barely see the band because 
the clouds were so thick. It was hilarious—just 
sitting there, it was coming through your skin 
and stuff. It was really lame, but the good thing 
was, you didn’t have to smoke a lot to get a 
headache.” 


Though he and Boon loved music, they never 
really considered becoming professional musi¬ 
cians. Hell, for the longest time Watt didn’t even 
know what a bass was— because he’d only seen 
them from afar, he thought they were simply four- 
string guitars. It wasn’t until Boon and he saw a 
punk-rock show at the Masque in Los Angeles 
that they finally thought about starting a band. 

“That was the first thing I said to D. Boon 
when we went to that gig: ‘We could do this.’ 
There was just something empowering about it. 
We’d been to many concerts; we were playing 
in the bedroom after school. But we never put 
it together or even thought of music as a form 
of expression,” he says. “That’s what attracted 
us to punk—those kids were so motivated. It 
took these guys in crazy clothes playing this 

thing to light a 
fire in us.” 

After some 
fits and starts, 
the Minute- 
men got going 
in 1980, and 
their debut 
seven-inch, 
Paranoid 
Time, became 
the second re¬ 
lease on Black Flag founder Greg Ginn’s semi¬ 
nal punk label, 55T Records. Their jazzy, 
disjunctive punk paeans rarely lasted much 
longer than a minute (hence the band’s name) 
and were partially inspired by Wire’s Pink Flag. 
They remain some of the most distinctive music 
of the era, though the band’s legacy was cut 
short by D. Boon’s death in a 1985 van accident. 

Watt struggled to deal with his best friend’s 
loss, even refusing to play their music for two 
decades until he revisited those songs for a few 
gigs in support of the 2005 Minutemen docu¬ 
mentary, We Jam Econo. The experience fueled 
Watt’s creativity, and his fourth solo album, last 
year’s Hyphenated-Man, uses their old style as 
a musical touchstone. The album offers a medi¬ 
tation on middle age as refracted through 30 
minute-plus songs inspired in part by Hierony¬ 
mus Bosch’s surreal painting, The Garden of 
Earthly Delights. It concludes with “Wheel- 
Turnin-Man,” which opines that “life’s for 
learnin’ as I’m goin’ through my trips, me on 
the wheel as it’s turning.” 

“That’s the big central thing to the album,” 
Watt says. “I think life’s always figuring on it—you 
never answer it. The knowing is in the doing.” 

He still likes to smoke weed, especially at the 
end of the night, to ease his tired joints and relax 
as the day draws to a close. Like most things, it 
goes back to those years he spent with D. Boon. 

“One time we’d been working the 11 -7 
graveyard shift at Jack in the Box,” he recalls. 
“We would get so hungry after smoking that 
we’d eat oatmeal. It was a good filler, econo 
[i.e., economical] and healthy. This one time, we 
fixed up these big bowls of oatmeal, and we 
both conk out in them. Our foreheads conked on 
the rims of the bowl so we didn’t drown. I can 
just see the newspapers: ‘Oatmeal claims two 
more victims.”’ ^ 


‘Because THe 
pot was so 
weaK, Duoes 
smoKeo Tons 
OF THe STUFF. 
SOU COULD 
BaneL!i see me 
eano Because 

THe CLOUDS 
WeRC SO THiCK.’ 


THE BASSIST NEVER STANDS ALONE AS MIKE WATT FORGES ON. 




Mike Watt started making 
independent music with 
The Minutemen in 1980. 
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KREAYSHAWN’S SURPRISE 2011 HIT 
HINTS AT BIGGER THINGS TO COME. 
BY JUSTIN HAMPTON 

Everybody in Kreayshawn’s camp remembers 
the date: May 16, 2011. That’s the day homegirt’s 
single “Gucci Gucci” dropped on YouTube. You 
know the one: Minnie Mouse ears, Amy Wine- 
house mascara applications, cameos by Odd Fu¬ 
ture and Speak from the Art Goons posse, 
puff-puff-passing and, of course, one big room 
full of bad bitches. It catapulted the diminutive 
21-year-old art-school refugee and YouTube 
video director (for Lil B and East Oakland cadet 
DB the General) to international stardom. 

Yet despite her constant adjustment to the 
altered reality of her situation, after a few min¬ 
utes in her presence, one immediately accepts 
Natassia Zolot as a real person rather than 
some artificial hipster persona—an accusation 
constantly leveled at her by the haters online 
and off. “Ninety-nine percent of the people that 


are hating are fucking rappers, and they’re fuck¬ 
ing mad,” Kreayshawn figures. “Go back and 
look at my history and my videos ... I did say on 
Twitter this morning, because I was so mad: 
‘Just like all you fucking bitch-ass reporters, 
come to Oakland and feel me. Come in the proj¬ 
ects and interview me. I’m not scared to go over 
there. You guys are.’” 

Prior to “Gucci Gucci” and her deal with Co¬ 
lumbia Records, Kreayshawn’s only options were 
the ones she worked hard for. Jumping back and 
forth between Oakland and Los Angeles (where 
she’s currently based) after dropping out of high 
school, Kreayshawn did whatever paid the bills. 
Remember that line “See me at your college 
campus / Baggie full of Adderall”? That was part 
of Natassia's grind. “I was always filming and 
doing art, and I couldn’t keep a job while doing 
all this. So, shit, we had a trap house in Rich¬ 
mond. We were getting in fake prescriptions and 
all kinds of... we were just moving. So, yeah, 
that’s from experience. Why?” she gestures se¬ 


ductively, reverting to full-on Lolita-pusher mode 
as she faux-propositions me. “You want some 
Adderall? You need a fix? You need a boost?” 

Regardless of her hardscrabble upbringing, 
Kreayshawn sees herself as more outsider 
weirdo than hardcore hood rat. Her grand¬ 
mother was a hippie, her mom a shockabilly 
surf punk whose band, the Trashwomen, 
recorded for Estrus—different cultures, same 
spirit of freedom. Invariably, weed plays a role 
in lifestyles like Kreayshawn’s, and she em¬ 
braces hers with pride. Granted, she’s acquired 
some nasty habits along the way—namely ciga¬ 
rettes and cough syrup, or "bo,” which she oc¬ 
casionally coats her blunts or cigarettes with. 
But as anyone on her Twitter stream knows, 
Mary Jane is a charter member of 
Kreayshawn’s White Girl Mob—alongside her 
DJ/look-alike, Lil Debbie, and her deeply polar¬ 
izing partner, V-Nasty. (In fact, according to 
Kreayshawn in an interview with iHipHop, mem¬ 
bership is apparently restricted to weed smok- 

‘NineTU-mne 

PGRCGflT OF THG 
PGOPLG THclT 

a Re HaTifiG grg 

FUCKiflG RcIPPGRS, 
ano THGSTRG 
FUCKiflG mao/ 

ers.) For special occasions, she’ll roll up an 
“Oreo blunt,” instructing her fans thusly: “You 
take a blunt and then you roll it up, just a nor¬ 
mal swisher. So then you put it inside of another 
blunt with another layer of weed, which you roll 
it again over. It’s like two blunts in one, and 
those shits get you hella high.” 

Currently, all eyes will be focused on her 
major-label debut. In an era where most of her 
peers DIY, Kreayshawn defends the move as an 
appropriate choice for someone who, at the time 
of this interview, didn’t even own a car. “I never 
made art or anything with the intent to get a deal 
or anything like that,” she declares, noting Co¬ 
lumbia’s stated hands-off approach to her work. 
“It’s like they’re giving me the creative freedom 
to do whatever I want. Shit, I grew up with no 
fucking money, so if I can get funding behind it 
and power behind it, why the fuck would I not 
wanna do that? Can’t just keep putting out mix 
tapes on DatPiff my whole life, can I?” 

And, of course, another unexpected turn 
could take Kreayshawn even further. The Red 
Hot Chili Peppers chose her to direct the video 
for “The Adventures of Rain Dance Maggie,” the 
first single off their new album I'm With You, and 
she may just snatch an MTV Video Music Award 
for Best New Artist from her Odd Future pals, 
which will rile the trolls even further. After all, a 
bona fide B-girl/artsy hippie/ geek/stoner/hus¬ 
tler—not too many of those out there, and 
Kreayshawn knows it. “I’ve always been the odd 
one out of the bunch,” she acknowledges. 

“That’s what’s made me so lovable—because 
I’m comfortable. I’m not like, 'Don’t talk to me 
'cause I’m a little weird.’ I’m like, ‘Hey, bitch, I’m 
here, I’m weird—get used to it.’” ^ 
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Marijuana: Gateway to Health 

Clint Werner 

(Dachstar Press) 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

A timely look at the ongoing battle between the scientific 
community and the federal government concerning the 
medicinal properties of cannabis. Marijuana: Gateway to 
Health definitively shows that while the Feds continue to 
insist that the plant has no accepted medical value and is 
too dangerous to use, their ignorant position is blatantly 
contradicted by the results of many promising studies. 

Author Clint Werner has carefully examined all of the 
latest research, and as his book's subtitle ("How 
Cannabis Protects Us from Cancer and Alzheimer's Dis¬ 
ease") suggests, he sees society rapidly entering a new era of understand¬ 
ing about our human relationship with the cannabis plant. Not only can 
marijuana help treat many serious diseases, he argues, but it also demon¬ 
strates remarkable effectiveness as a preventative medicine. 

Gateway to Health is divided into two parts: Part I details the science of 
cannabis's healing properties, and Part II addresses the history of medical 
marijuana and the political battles being fought to legitimize this helpful 
plant. Written for the layman, Werner's book does an excellent job of en¬ 
gaging the reader and making scientific concepts clear and easy to under¬ 
stand. He explains the endocannabinoid system that regulates important 
aspects of human health and proceeds to outline many fascinating facts 


about the cancer-fighting properties of cannabinoids, in¬ 
cluding that "regular, long-term marijuana use may be 
powerfully protective against developing... cancer." It ap¬ 
pears, for instance, that THC can prevent aggressive tu¬ 
mors from spreading, making it an effective treatment for 
lung, breast, brain and pancreatic cancers, among others. 

Cannabis may also protect the brain against the 
ravages of Alzheimer's disease with such astonishing 
success that, as Werner writes, an "urgent move to de¬ 
velop cannabis therapies for Alzheimer's patients 
should be underway, especially because of the com¬ 
plete lack of effective conventional treatments." He 
cites the conclusions of a research team in Madrid, who 
found that "cannabinoids succeed in preventing the 
neurodegenerative process occurring in the disease." 

Loaded with footnotes and packed with informa¬ 
tion, Marijuana: Gateway to Health will teach any skep¬ 
tic how medical marijuana heals people and why the continuing 
prohibition against it is immoral and illogical. While medical mari¬ 
juana's opponents continue to insist that not enough research has 
been done, Werner has provided the ammo to fire back in the form of 
facts and scientific findings, discussing not just the medicinal effects 
of THC, but also the other cannabinoids such as CBD and CBN; the 
benefits of the various terpenes; and the phenomenon of cannabinoid- 
deprivation syndrome. Armed with this information, we must demand 
that the federal government acknowledge the evidence, reschedule 
cannabis, and make this healing herb part of a healthy lifestyle for 
everyone. —Elise McDonough 
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Divergent Spectrum 

(Alpha Pup) 

^ ^ ^ 

As the North American bass 
scene continues to grow in numbers and devo¬ 
tion, Bassnectar’s Lorin Ashton has emerged 
as the closest thing the subgenre has to a her¬ 
itage act. Initially thrusting his distinctive 
blend of hip-hop, breakbeat, ambient and IDM 
at burners and hippie beatfreaks throughout 
the late '90s and into the '00s, Lorin has been 
elevated to the role of elder statesman thanks 
to the rise of dubstep in the States. This new 
audience, simply put, wants it slow, low and 
dirty, which definitely creates a pressure well 
above the subfrequency to deliver. So Diver¬ 
gent Spectrum finds Lorin giving the people at 
his (now sold-out) shows what they want—but 
while it works for them, it means that he isn’t 
thinking as far forward as he once did. 

Like most jamband performers, Bass- 
nectar has been playing many of these 
tracks live for some time before committing 
them to public record, so the sound on this 
album is all about atomic drops, buzzy 
midranges, and little to no subtlety. There are 
some stylistic experiments here, such as the 
polyrhythms stashed inside “Red Step” and 
the foray into drumstep provided by Lorin’s 
remix of drum-and-bass producer Rollz’s 
“Plugged In.” And he even reminds people by 
album's end that he once produced melody 
back in the day. But, ultimately, this is noth¬ 
ing new for Lorin; he’s merely riding a wave 
that he helped to create—one that he’ll hope¬ 
fully be steering once he settles into his lead¬ 
ership role.— Justin Hampton 


HGLUI 

Tripper 

(Sargent House) 

^ ^ ^ 4 

On their fifth album, noisy instru¬ 
mentalists Hella combine several strains of experi- 
mentalism to construct a bracing blend of prickly 
propulsion and rhythmic rumble that’s as uniquely 
enticing as anything they’ve done. 

After bulking up to a five-piece with vocals on 
2007’s There's No 666 in Outer Space, Hella has re¬ 
turned as a duo (guitarist Spencer Seim and drummer 
Zach Hill, a pair of NorCal veterans who began collab¬ 
orating a decade ago). Tripper combines a hard-edged 
density reminiscent of math rock, the wild-eyed ad¬ 
venturism of Captain Beefheart, and a heady expan¬ 
siveness worthy of art rockers King Crimson. 

Indeed, Seim’s playing recalls Crimson's Adrian 
Belew conjuring a multitude of odd, squiggly tones, 
only without benefit of a MIDI attachment. While he 
applies his share of thunder, Seim’s role is that of fir¬ 
mament above the earth-shaking drumming of Hill. 
One is tempted to imagine Hill as an automaton given 
how many thwacks he squeezes into a moment, but 
that would deny the entrancing, unpredictable flow he 
develops, sweeping the listener up in its energy and 
providing the bulwark upon which Seim builds his col¬ 
orful psychedelic guitar canvases. More than any 
other of their full-length releases, Tripper feels like a 
cohesive album all the way through, from the racing, 
hard-cornering build of “Self Checkout” through the 
exquisite melodic drone of “Yubacore” (one of their 
finest songs ever) to the crushing intensity of the aptly 
titled “Psycho Bro.” Though it's still something of an 
acquired taste, one day this music will be regarded 
with the kind of awe that we now accord Pink Floyd 
releases like A Saucerful of Secrets and Um- 
magumma. —Chris Parker 


COOKinG WiTHKCiF 

By Scott Bottjer 

(Xlibris Corporation) 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

Unless you were raised on a 
commune, this ain’t your mama’s cookbook. 
Though honestly, if your mom’s not a smoker, 
the classic recipes laid out in this easy-to-follow 
volume will still knock her socks off—just skip 
the kief infusions if you want to stay out of the 
doghouse.... 

Native New Yorker Scott Bottjer graduated 
from New York University with a culinary degree 
early in life. During those impressionable cook¬ 
ing-school years, he took a trip to Amsterdam 
that changed his outlook for good. Herbally in¬ 
spired, Bottjer moved to Northern Cali in 1998 to 
become a medical-marijuana grower, and also to 
cultivate his skills as a gourmet chef preparing 
fine foods infused with the finest in mind-bend¬ 
ing herbs. 

Bottjer’s first goal was to step out of the pot- 
brownie box and create dishes that were en¬ 
hanced by cannabis but still retained their 
scrumptious flavors and “foodie appeal” (i.e., 
without that planty aftertaste). He walks us 
through the process of making simple butter, 
cream, bacon fat and oil infusions and then goes 
on to showcase sauces like hollandaise and may¬ 
onnaise, before getting into complex slathering 
entrees like crab cakes with lemon-cream sauce 
and desserts like creme brulee and tiramisu. 

Though the introduction drops a lot of science 
on the inner workings of kief, much of the infor¬ 
mation is interesting and worth checking out— 
and the tips on how to get your kief cooking on 
without breaking the bank are definitely help¬ 
ful.— Mary Ought Six 
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FOR TWO DECADES, A SPECIAL SPIRIT WAS AMONG US. BY STEVEN HAGER 


I first met Jim Wilson when 
we both Lived in faculty 
housing at the University of 
Illinois. My dad was a bio¬ 
chemistry professor and his 
dad was an assistant track 
coach. The first time we 
met, he was chasing me 
down the sidewalk as I was 
driving a brand new go-cart 
for the first time. 

“Where’d you get that 
thing?!” he shouted as he 
ran after me. At first I was 
scared. Some black kid I 
didn’t know was chasing 
me? But when I looked in 
his eyes, I saw nothing but 
pure joy. Obviously, there 
wasn’t a mean bone in 
Jim’s body. 

Jim and I would shoot 
baskets together. He was 
taller and a better athlete 
than any of us and we knew 
he had a future in sports. Tragically, Jim’s dad 
died unexpectedly a few years later and he lost 
his best coach. But he did become a football, 
basketball and track star at Urbana High 
School—at least until the civil rights movement 
and counterculture revolution hit town. 

Urbana High School was dominated at the 
time by a football coach and athletic director 
named Smitty, who was famous, not just for 
winning games, but also for inventing the 
“blaster,” a device for training running backs. 
Smitty was also a bit of a racist. 

When I started publishing The Tin Whistle, 
my own underground newspaper in 1968, I 
delved into the racist policies at the school. Jim 
had already emerged as a spokesperson for 
civil rights and was also the starting end on the 
football team, much beloved by his teammates. 
Few shared Smitty's disdain for the civil rights. 

I printed a letter exposing the inequities in the 
system, which outed Smitty as a primary prob¬ 
lem. Smitty called a meeting of all the letter- 
men and blasted the charges against him. It 
was a 20-minute tirade and the entire time he 
stared at Jim Wilson. Although he was the 
starting end and had already caught six TD 
passes, Jim never played another game of foot¬ 
ball. Smitty left him sitting on the bench for the 
rest of the year. It ended his dream of a football 
scholarship. 

I always felt I’d played a role in that tragedy. 
But Jim retaliated by becoming our senior 
class president (the first black to achieve that 


goal). He organized sev¬ 
eral race-awareness 
events and helped heal a 
lot of the divisions polariz¬ 
ing the student body. In 
August 1969, I unexpect¬ 
edly ran into Jim at the 
first Woodstock festival. 

He had the same look on 
his face when he was 
chasing me down the 
sidewalk in fourth grade. 
After Woodstock, Jim vis¬ 
ited Jamaica and was the 
first person I knew to dis¬ 
cover Bob Marley. Imme¬ 
diately, his whole outlook 
changed. He grew dreads 
and became known 
around town as “Rasta”— 
or “RA” for short. 

When I became editor 
of HIGH TIMES, the first 
thing I did was organize a 
photo shoot with Jim hold¬ 
ing a big plate of vegetables and pot for a fea¬ 
ture on cooking with marijuana. It was one of 
the best-selling issues of the year. He would go 
on to appear on two more covers and con¬ 
tribute a monthly column, “Chef RA’s Psyche¬ 
delic Kitchen.” 

The legalization movement needed resur¬ 
gence in the late 1980s, which is one of the rea¬ 
sons I founded the Freedom Fighters, whose 
goal was to organize rallies around the country. 
We provided free campgrounds and free food to 
activists who were traveling to these rallies. 
Chef RA was the cook at the campground as 
well as the featured speaker at the rallies. The 
crowd loved his energy. 

I began delving deep into counterculture 
spirituality because I felt I had an obligation to 
investigate the history of cannabis and religion 
if I was going to continue organizing marijuana 
ceremonies. Eventually, I realized Jim had 
been a true master of ceremonies his entire 
life, organizing events and spreading joy wher¬ 
ever he went, whether it was selling Rasta 
pasta at the Grateful Dead shows, racing his fa¬ 
vorite turtle in Southern Illinois, or fishing for 
catfish on the Mississippi River. 

Unfortunately, five years ago, on December 
26th, Jim passed away in his sleep at the young 
age of 55. Hundreds of people from around the 
country showed for his funeral. Until that day, 
his family had little idea of the impact he had 
on all of us. They’ll never be another like him, 
and I miss him more than words can say. ^ 
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HIGH TIMES UNSKHED BAND OF THE MONTH 

ominous words 

Ominous Words isn't your average hip-hop artist—a 
fact borne out by his lyrics, which show the influence 
of grandmasters like Bob Dylan and Neil Young. 

To date, Ominous Words has released four 
albums and multiple compilation CDs, in addition to 
collaborating with the likes of KRS-One, Eek-A- 
Mouse, Pony Boy, B-Real, U-God of Wu-Tang Clan, 
Akil of Jurassic 5, and more. His most recent track, 
"Hot Box the Planet," featuring Thoughtsarizen and 
Ariano, has made it onto the Top 25 online-radio 
charts for 20 weeks (peaking at number six). He's 
been featured on numerous albums and skate 
videos and has also been interviewed across the 
world, both in print and on air. 

Needless to say, Ominous Words has always 
been pro-marijuana—from his outspoken lyrics to 
his work with pot-law reform activists like Jack 
Herer, Kris Krane and NORML's Keith Stroup, to his 
signature series of products from brands like Can- 
naFresh and Dragon Chewer. 

Staying true to his art and spreading his mes¬ 
sage, Ominous Words offers his solo music for free 
on his website (ominouswords.net). For more infor¬ 
mation, visit hightimes.com/ominouswords. 
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Sex, Dope & Cheap Thrills 

PORN STARS AND POTHEADS COMMEMORATE THE WORK OF HUNTER S. THOMPSON. 


It's been awhile since I've 
gone to a Penthouse event 
or partied with the Pets— 
more specifically, not since 
I've been off the market. But 
I've kept in touch with my 
old pal Lainie Speiser [Pent¬ 
house’s publicist), and 
when she sent me an email 
saying she was promoting a 
new event put together by 
Penthouse Forum's manag¬ 
ing editor (and former HIGH 
TIMES managing editor) Eric 
Danville, I was eager to 
check it out. 

"Sex, Dope and Cheap 
Thrills" was a symposium of sorts, the premise of 
which was to assemble various adult stars and 
countercultural icons in a small dive bar on New 
York's Lower East Side and have them tell stories 
and answer questions about whatever the titillat¬ 
ing topic of the night might be. Tonight, the adult 
star was Penthouse Pet Valentina Vaughn (whom 
I'd met some years before); the countercultural 
icon was my colleague Rick Cusick, and the topic 
was the inimitable Dr. Hunter S. Thompson. 

I arrived at the Parkside Lounge just after 
eight p.m., ordered a Heineken and pulled up a 
stool right down front. It was about a week 
before Hunter's birthday, and Danville began the 
evening by reading the last thing Hunter ever 
wrote—in effect, his suicide note. Thankfully, 
things got increasingly less morbid from there 
on out. The first guest to speak was Cusick, who 
began by showing off a copy of our September 
1977 issue (the first time Thompson appeared on 
our cover), then telling the tale of how HST had 
inspired him in his youth. 

"It was the fall of 1971, and I was sitting in the 
bathtub reading Rolling Stone,” he said, "when I 
came across a story entitled Tear and Loathing in 
Las Vegas.' I'd always wanted to be a writer—after 
reading that, I knew exactly what kind of writer I 
wanted to be, and that's exactly what I've become. I 
like to say that Hunter Thompson invented my job." 

Next, Rick relayed the tale of how NORML 
founder Keith Stroup first met Hunter at the 1972 
Democratic National Convention in Miami. NORML 
had just gotten off the ground, and it was apparent¬ 
ly Stroup's first big political event. With the help of 
Playboy magazine—NORML's biggest supporter at 
the time—he'd managed to wrangle a day pass and 
made his way to a seat. He wasn't there long 
before, much to his surprise, he smelled weed. 
Keith looked all around and eventually realized it 
was coming from under the bleachers. When he 
went down to investigate, he encountered a tall, 
gangly figure huddled in the dark. 

"Who are you?” barked the mysterious Stoner. 

"I'm Keith Stroup from the National Orga¬ 
nization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws. 
Who are you?’ 


“I’m Hunter Thomp¬ 
son," he replied, holding 
out the joint. "Want a hit?" 

But wait—this story 
gets better. Later that 
same day, Stroup left the 
convention looking for 
weed. His quest to cop led 
him to a shady spot under¬ 
neath a eucalyptus tree in 
People's Park, where a 
voice from above called 
out, "How much?" 

"Ten dollars," Stroup answered, handing his 
money up into the tree. A bag of weed dropped 
down, followed a moment later by none other than 
Tom Forcade, the founder of HIGH TIMES. Within a 
year, Forcade had replaced Hugh Hefner as the 
number one contributor to NORML. 

After Cusick’s talk came the vivacious Valenti¬ 
na, who performed a Thompson piece entitled The 
Night Manager a bout his stint running San Fran¬ 
cisco’s famous Mitchell Brothers O'Farrell The¬ 
ater in 1985. Originally intended as an article for 
Playboy, the story eventually evolved into a full- 
length novel—an excerpt of which ended up in 
Kingdom of Fear. Needless to say, listening to 
Valentina speak about porno, dildos and live sex 
shows had the men in the room at full attention. 

Finally, Danville introduced the panel’s last 
guest—Darren Leung, president and proprietor of 
Manhattan’s Westside Rifle & Pistol Range—to 
address one of Thompson’s other great passions: 
guns. Leung spoke about the joys of gun owner¬ 
ship and the importance of the NRA, and com¬ 
pared the government’s attempts to stop 
law-abiding citizens from acquiring firearms to its 
policy of persecuting drug users. Rick ended the 
"gun" portion of the evening with the story behind 
the now-infamous photo of Hunter being knocked 
on his ass by an exploding propane canister with a 
picture of Reagan stuck to it. 

After the speeches and stories were done, 
Danville opened up the floor to questions. I’d 
already heard most of what Rick knew about 
Hunter, and since Vaughn would most likely be 
unwilling to do any of the things we were all 
thinking about asking of her, I directed my 
question to Leung instead. 

"Do you know what guns Hunter had in his col¬ 
lection," I asked, "and if he had any favorites?" 

But neither Leung nor anyone else on the panel 
knew the answer; the only gun we were all sure 
about was the .45-caliber pistol Hunter used to 
take his own life. Whether you feel his suicide was 
an act of strength and bravery or selfishness and 
cowardice, there's no denying that Thompson 
ended his life the way he lived it—on his own 
terms. I never had the pleasure of meeting the 
Great Gonzo before he left this world, but if I did, I 
suppose I would’ve echoed the words of my HIGH 
TIMES colleague: 

Thanks, Hunter... for inventing my job. ^ 




Left to right: Eric Danville. 
Darren Leung. Rick Cusick 
and Valentina Vaughn. 


MICHAEL STEWART 


















10% OFF / ONLINE COUPON 

go Iq www.pufesai.-com and enle* the coda 
tjfllow for a 10% <hS<HinL ort your n@al 

pufchasa w r"fciTi“ri aaub ■ 


HT1211 



the purest, most powerful 

































TESTNEGflTIVE 


.COM 


T Guaranteed Quick £ Easy solutionst 



SPIKE 


*DDJTf¥l 


■ World s Smifthesr, Most Pmteni, 

UnJetEctablE Urine Pucilker eve.' Crafted I! 

* TTie S-nNi rinr lor FEandom FMIT Test nr 
Test Panel Tflsitag 

* FwmulaTiil ro Giisnoy ALL Tanins m Contact 

* Simula to Use - Just P«nr into SamfUa 

■ l.!imL Micro Vial - Ultra Small & fcasy £□ Conceal 
- Goad fnr Up tn Twn Tssls 

* D OU0 LE fwi Money Bsc k Giierantea 

$1 25m Buy 3 gat 1 Free 


Online Ordering 

TestNegative.com 

Call Tall-Free - 24hr Ordering Hotline 

1.866.900.5656 

1.877.420,7277 

RUSH! Next Day Delivery Avtt/tobte 

CHECK L D-IIA:, 3 1 M E ANC- FEDERAL UUVS ULI -LJFIL DRUE.HINQ 


ClearChoice 


lBLIittD 1 90 3 


u nirmm ii in:urit 




aJP a 

Q W HAIR FOLLICLE 
SHAMPOO 

»Sin iu'Iu Twu S M_-|_i Profiles 

* REmmji^R All Tmcins within Minutes 

* Cksr Zone \m Op m 8 hours 

* Foi Any Hair L^^ydi 

■ £ak lor tfi ® Ha r and St a in 

*21)0% DOUBLE Vta-ur* Money Back Suaraniee 

$75m Buy 3 get 1 Free 


HUSH MS READERS 

get $5 OFF 

(use coupon code:: Soft) 

FREE PRIORITY SHIPPING 

on all web orders over Si 35 


Strictly Confidential/ Discreet Shipping 



ViSA 

All fnafur credit earns acceDrBcl 


ACQUISITION OF LIVE CANNABIS SEEDS IS ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES I PAYABLE IN US DOLLARS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 



Official Worldwide 


k i 

V// 


"Dutch and Spanish Reed Company*. . L --- j^; 

‘Online Credit Cards Accepted / 

' Regular and Feminized Saedfl ^’ A p5Sfe- 


Avalon 

Bonkers 

Dynamite 

Grapefruit Haze ^q^y. 

Island SWt Sknn Ic 
Grapegod 
Grapefruit Diesel 

Grapefruit Kush .■ 

Medicine x if 

Roinulan \ $ i i 

Ra ran i Lin Ditise] . >, -] 

Timewarp 

Afghani Kush ^ -5 

Lcmonator "" j‘ /•■■.iflSBfefe.- -/ - a y t * 

NY Purple Diesel “ __ 

Mt ^nl.ieaSkunk -v- 

RC Early Blueberry , ^ 

—JL ■ • JK ; ; 


p 




S EC RET VALLEY SEEDS. ~J 


? ske i$imi 


Brain warp e^Vit^FW f |bk Greenlifie 

Jamacian Grape Fi 11 ill 11 ], I f?tl \ Suit* 11? 

Purple Pineberry IK OPmil * (J I 95 Wilton Road 
Northern Plsme f |l\ ■ Victorra-London 

Top Dollar jIlLUflPr smv 1K 

WWW.GREENLIFESEEDS.COM 



for - pr ~ kinc; 

Oft M PCS. IthAlL 


PTEE-HCJLLED Prt"»= - JE 


■— 


THE ULTIMATE 
PRE-ROLLED 
TOOLS FOR YOUR 
DISPENSER Y 

l/ APPROVED BY COFFEE SHOPS 
' ALL OVER AMSTERDAM 

. ANP HOLLAND. 

b w \ V* QUIET AND SIMPLE TO HANDLE 

¥ f eo rRe-i^ouueo ready in 

EO MINUTES 

T |/ FAMOUS IN AMSTERDAM 

il2E 1 SINCE 1^99 

1^" OVER E.OOO UiNITS SOLD IN 
THE NE I HERLAND5- 


^ & 


FOP Lfl PC5. KJflE SVEO 

to pers. cwAtL srn 


34 HIGH TIMES 






















































Complete tliis form, or mi a scpcratc paper, 
include the product mime, quantify* Mem price 
and nrtfcr total. Send along with payment in 
the Form of CASH or BLANK Money Order to 

VJVl.H, 

PO Box 298 - Station A 
Nanaimo, BC Canada 
iSMkll V9R5K9 

Ii>l luHi- i Shipping & RndlS4 -tAAHIShr HokHft) 

We ship World Wide Discreetly! 


Sulitohil 


Address 


Hus li 


S^H _ a 7JJP 

TOTA L _ 

□ Inf toff* MU c nr Phintti Citikpt CD 


Province 

Country 


City . 
iPostiil 


A.’u.ji'^uuu,i|v ip sjR||ii.qi xit | .mo oiupuAik jo pih>|viii pm? siipruun } ,>yi|iiMMUiLU-.>4[ }\ |iMrm-i|i pin’ pumutt 


VancouverSeecl.C >tn 

World C lass Genetics 
Award .Win nine Breeds 


Lath Libert \ 


Burmese 


Black lurn 


Fur kill" Incredible 


Mol her 


Brilish ( olumhian 


Copperhead .... 
Dub hie Bubble 


File Producer 


Pitanium .... 

Vertigo ....... 

Virgin ......... 

WMD . 

WOW Weed 


Mid 


Liberty Seeds 
Mother _".... 

Stealth ___ 

Ladv Liberty . 

fir 4 r 

In Unity mm Bniiainifl. fi I i i i ■ ■ i 

Justice ....... 


uiympic . 

Pussionfruit 
Ltimier . 


Vancouver Island Seed Company 

420 

i 

«AII 

1.3' 

B-t 

Be; 

G .... S80 

hid . S75 

ister ... SI 00 

Bit* 

rh ............ S6S 

Bla 

ck V’elv 

et ... S75 

Bla 

Bla 

ekberrv .. $85 

ckBurmese . S90 

Bri 


liiiubian .. $75 

Bin 

il Lite .... $62 

Bin 

Bin 

rmese ... S85 

rm a berry ...... $85 

Bin 

Cai 

sh Bud 

undinit 

£ .■ rV W VW 



Pruducl Nun 

Qu^inlilv 

SLihtnl.il 

Tot til 





























































































□UR CULTIVATION CORRESPONDENTS FROM AROUND THE GLOBE REVEAL THE SECRETS 
OF THIS YEAR’S GROWING SEASON, FROM WEATHER PATTERNS AND STRAIN CHOICES 
TO HUGE YIELDS OF BUMPER CROPS. COMPILED BY DANNY DANKO Er NICO ESCONDIDO 




As you might guess, HIGH TIMES spends a lot of time 
in California. We even have a satellite office out there 
these days, not to mention holding two Medical 
Cannabis Cups in San Francisco in the past two years. 
Today, a few things are clear when it comes to the 
state of cannabis in Cali. 

To start with, California is hands down the world’s 
leading producer of cannabis. This is no small claim, 
especially considering the spaciousness and political 
climate (or lack thereof) in our neighbors to the north 
and south. But Mexican and Canadian production have 
both taken a hit in the past decade, due largely to the 
lull in demand for their product in the US. There is one 
big reason for this: medical marijuana, plus the ensu¬ 
ing onslaught of US states legalizing it. Of course, Cal¬ 
ifornia is the reason we have medical marijuana in the 
US, thanks to Proposition 215, which was passed way 
back in 1996. And California still leads the way when it 
comes to the production and science of cannabis, with 
Colorado coming in as a distant second. 

While it may be surprising to some to think that 
California can out-produce countries such as Mexico, 
Canada or even areas of Africa like Morocco with its 
mountains of marijuana plantations, we must remem¬ 
ber that California is the site of regular DEA raids 
(thanks a lot, Obama) that bust up farms containing 
tens of thousands of plants —and those busts have just 
scratched the surface of what’s really going on in the 
wild West Coast. It’s a safe bet that even the indoor 
growers over in Holland would be in awe of the vast 
amounts of cannabis harvested every fall in NorCal. 

Okay, but quantity aside, what about quality? Well, 
that’s an interesting topic of debate. While Amsterdam, 
Denver or Vancouver can’t argue much with total pro¬ 
duction stats, they may very well lay claim to having 
the best strains on the planet. And with good reason: 
Amsterdam and Vancouver have been in the game for 
quite some time, and we all know they both have some 
truly excellent varieties. In fact, both the Netherlands 


and Canada can be viewed, in a manner of speaking, as 
the capo di tutti capi when it comes to breeding and 
strain hybridization (for better and for worse). But Cali¬ 
fornia, at least these days, is home to some of the 
world’s most popular genetics (OG Kush, Sour Diesel, 
Granddaddy Purple, Grape Ape—the list goes on and 
on). Some attribute this to the sheer size of the state’s 
population and also the fact that it’s squarely within 
the US marketplace, which is also a trendsetter. How¬ 
ever, there is one other state that also has a more than 
reasonable place in this debate: Colorado. 

So as a little experiment, we decided to put our 
new HIGH TIMES Cannabis Scoring System (unveiled in 
early 2011 at the HIGH TIMES Medical Cannabis Cup in 
Denver) to the test and use the results from the Med¬ 
ical Cups in both Denver and San Francisco this year 
to find out exactly who has the best-quality herb in the 
country. (And if you come from some other state that 
also wants in on this debate, email us and we'll hold 
a Cup in your town!) The scoring system is completely 
numeric and relies on a two-page score sheet. One 
page goes to the judges and is completely qualitative 
in nature, accounting for 70 percent of the total score. 
The other page is completely quantitative and relies 
solely on the results from lab testing. So who do you 
think won when the results from both states were 
matched against each other? 

Taking into consideration the differences in the 
judges’ personal preferences, it’s fair to assume a 
plus/minus differential of one or two points (meaning 
that, for all intents and purposes, any scores within 
that differential are basically equal). So, with that in 
mind, the envelope, please ... and wouldn’t you know 
it, we have a tie! Toting up the average scores of the 
first-place winners in the three main flower cate¬ 
gories ( sativa , indica and hybrid), the results are 77.5 
for San Francisco, and 79.6 for Denver. 

Well, Cali, it looks like you guys will have your work 
cut out for you in 2012!— Nico, HT Cultivation Editor 
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Indoor growers 
anticipate bumper 
crops of buds. 



Lawmakers continue to stall the inevitable medical marijuana 
bill in New York State, but patients did get a bit of good news 
recently when Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that he 
was softening his stance and willing to review the issue fur¬ 
ther. If the state does pass legislation, growers and investors 
are poised to set up shop here in “New Amsterdam” (a.k.a. 
New York City), as well as all over the rest of the state. Now 
that gay marriage has passed, city residents and upstate tok- 
ers alike have turned their efforts to getting marijuana law re¬ 
form passed as soon as possible. 

New York smokers have been appreciating an influx of 
new strains along with old standbys such as the notorious 
Sour Diesel. A few extreme sativas have entered the market, 
with Nigerian Silk, Vietnamese Dalat and Dr. Grinspoon lead¬ 
ing the way. These varieties produce an electric, uplifting high 
that’s truly appreciated on the busy streets of the Big Apple. 

A brutal heat wave followed by near drought-like condi¬ 
tions did some serious damage to the outdoor grows upstate. 
Smart farmers set up strong greenhouses and watered by 
hand, sometimes twice a day, to keep their plants happy and 
healthy during the tough dog days of summer. Those that 
made it through August were able to appreciate a mild fall and 
a nice harvest come early October to salvage what could have 
been a disastrous season. 

New Yorkers entered the Thanksgiving season with plenty 
to appreciate—and much to look forward to in the coming 
months as well. — Danny Danko p HT Senior Cultivation Editor 


COLORaDO 

In Colorado, 2011 was another successful year in 
the progress of our medical marijuana movement 
(and industry), both for the state and the country. 
The Rocky Mountain State hosted its first-ever 
HIGH TIMES Medical Cannabis Cup in Denver and 
saw the return of the Bong-a-thon, a stoner fa¬ 
vorite, for the first time in 12 years. 

Enthusiastic participants were lucky to attend 
one of the top marijuana events in the world at the 
Medical Cannabis Cup this past April. A panel of 
expert judges from within the local medical indus¬ 
try had a week to agree on the best sativas, indicas 
and hybrids, as well as the many different solvent 
and non-solvent concentrates. In the end, it was 
clear that this event rivaled any of the other primo 
pot competitions out there and made a huge state¬ 
ment about the quality of herb in CO (we’re looking 
at you, Cali). 

Not only did Colorado host some great ganja 
events in 2011, but it also continued its progress in 
setting the standards for the medical community 
across the country. A state that was once referred 
to as the “green-rush state” a couple of years back 
because of the almost total absence of regulations, 
is now on its way to becoming a well-oiled (and 
regulated) machine—a machine that continues to 
create legitimate jobs for an entire industry, pro¬ 
duces tons of revenue for the state, and earns local 
business owners a living in this tough economy. 

Mother Nature has blessed the central state 
with a good deal of rain and sunshine week after 
week in the summer of 2011. This allowed gardens 
to flourish in what is sometimes a tricky growing 
environment, largely due to the brutal, impromptu 
storms. Even though greenhouses are not a large 



part of the medical growing scene yet, more and 
more of them are popping up across Colorado, 
making what was already a pot-enriched state 
more bountiful with the popular flower. 

Some of the strains that seemed to dominate 
the past year in Colorado include a few Chemdog 
crosses, such as Snowdawg (which took home the 
first-place sativa honors at the Denver Cup) and 
Whitedawg. Other popular strains include Banana 
Kush, Island Sweet Skunk, Durban Poison, and the 
ever-popular Skunk/Northern Lights hybrid that 


floats around the state under various names, de¬ 
pending on who you’re talking to. 

With the medical movement getting stronger 
and stronger every month, and with great events 
and organizations like SAFER (Safer Alternative 
for Enjoyable Recreation) doing their share, 
there’s no doubt that Colorado will continue to 
be a large part of the Global Harvest Report and 
the source of great medical -marijuana success 
stories in the future. Keep growing, Colorado! 

— Felix Green p HT Cultivation Correspondent 
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Maui Wowie...Hawaii still has it. 



Bc/vancouvep 

Cannapharm legally cultivates medical 
cannabis under federal guidelines 
here in Canada. One of the hottest 
strains in their line-up is a rare (and, 
at one time, very tightly held) Kush va¬ 
riety known as Tuna. This particularly 
hard-hitting Kush strain has only occa¬ 
sionally surfaced outside of some very 
select circles over the last 10 years in 
British Columbia’s Lower Mainland. 

It’s rumored that the strain gets its 
name from its incredibly strong aroma, 
as well as the fact that at one time it was only 
available in tin cans (you actually had to use a can 
opener to get your buds out). Sounds like 
overkill? Well, it wasn’t at all—if you’ve ever had 
the pleasure of handling some Pharm’d Tuna, 
you already know that penetrating odor and can 
certainly agree that these crystal-laden buds are 
worthy of increased protection in handling to pre¬ 
serve all of their connoisseur qualities. And Can¬ 
napharm grows all of their Tuna using the 
Advanced Nutrients line, so you know it’s as po¬ 
tent as it’s going to get. 

Cannapharm has been able to bridge the gap 
between quiet success and widespread availability 
with this amazing strain, and they proudly offer it to 
Canadian patients who are authorized to purchase 
it under Canada's Medical Marihuana Access Divi¬ 
sion. Each package of medical-grade, high-potency 
Tuna buds even has a special embossed security 
sticker assuring the purchaser that they’ve in fact 



received the real deal. 

Tuna grows tall and lanky and requires a seri¬ 
ous amount of veg time to achieve enough stature 
to offer respectable yields per plant. These buds 
are grown in soil to help bring out the complexity 
in their aroma and flavor while delivering the po¬ 
tency that Tuna tokers seek. Flowering time is 
typically eight to nine weeks, with at least a two- 
week flush period to help remove any excess nu¬ 
trients from the growing medium and plant, 
delivering nothing but nature’s medicine for those 
fortunate enough to get their hands on it. 

Patients who prefer the strong effects of 
strains like Bubba Kush and OG Kush have 
turned to the Tuna for its potency, and they re¬ 
port that it’s especially helpful for those who 
have developed high tolerances for their medi¬ 
cine and who enjoy the euphoric feeling along 
with the stronger physical effects.— Erik Biksa, 
HydroponicsAccess.com 


“Sustainable” and “underground” are probably the 
two words that best describe the Hawaiian grow 
scene. Hawaii has some of the craziest rules of any 
of the 16 medical marijuana states, and many es¬ 
sential cultivation products must be imported, 
which means that the demand and price for sup¬ 
plies here are both high. Growing in Hawaii just isn't 
as cheap or as easy as it is for the rest of the coun¬ 
try: The Hawaiian grower is typically a very deter¬ 
mined and dedicated individual who grows a higher 
grade of pot for his (or her) own personal use, plus 
a small circle of friends and workers. 

The laws of Hawaii allow you to cultivate med¬ 
ical marijuana, but you cannot purchase the plant 
in clone form or seeds anywhere on the islands. 
Also, there are no dispensaries here because the 
sale of marijuana is prohibited. So if you really 
think about it, all you can do is grow it! 

A large influx of imported California buds 
seems to dominate the Hawaiian market. Popular 
strains like Sour Diesel, Blue Dream and Bubba 
Kush are easy to find, and so are lots of high-qual¬ 
ity extracts. While traveling in Hawaii, it’s not un¬ 
common to come across some proper bubble hash 
or even some great Nepalese temple balls that 
rival any non-solvent hash. With real estate at 
such a premium on these islands, it’s no surprise 
that it's much easier to import than grow. 

That doesn’t mean there aren’t people here 
taking the risk to grow indoors and out. The main 
island of Hawaii is where most of the large outdoor 
grow operations are based, mainly because of lo¬ 
gistics: It’s really the only island where you can 
hope to keep it “off the grid” and away from heli¬ 
copter recon missions. Native strains like the 
Blood, Maui Wowie, the Death and the Widow seem 
to account for the majority of the pot being grown 
by old-school Hawaiian farmers and families. 

Personal growers still hold their own in the is¬ 
lands, especially when it comes to unique and fla¬ 
vorful varieties. 

Next time you’re in Honolulu (or on the island of 
Oahu), hopefully you’ll be fortunate enough to come 
across some tasty Raspberry deliciousness—all¬ 
medical, usually all-organic, and one hell of a smoke. 
Aloha!— Felix Green, HT Cultivation Correspondent 
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AmsTGRDam 

There are several new things to report in Holland this year. For starters, the Kushes 
have finally been making their way onto the menu in various coffeeshops. They first 
began turning up after the introduction a few years back of the OG 18 and LA Confiden¬ 
tial. One of the more notable new arrivals this year is the White OG from Karma Genet¬ 
ics, which won third place at last year's Cannabis Cup. This is one of the few new strains 
popping up sporadically on several menus this year. There have been a few other 
Kushes appearing in shops like the Bluebird, the Katsu, the Grey Area and the 
Hunter’s. The problem is that they sell out as quickly as they come in—and when they 
do arrive, it’s always in small amounts. 

The Amnesia Haze is very prevalent these days, appearing under multiple names on 
menus across town. You can find it as Super Silver Haze, Bubblegum Haze and even just 
plain Haze. Most of the Amnesia being grown originates from the Hy-Pro cut. Hy-Pro is a 
nutrient and seed company in the south of Holland. The owner created Amnesia Haze in 
the late '80s (or early ’90s) as well as a nutrient line. Both the nutes and the Amnesia 
have won countless prizes in 
Dutch and world competitions 
over the years. What’s nice about 
the nutrient line is that it’s inex¬ 
pensive and it works, delivering 
huge yields and buds with a phe¬ 
nomenal taste. It’s also incredi¬ 
bly simple to use—for soil there’s a one-part formula, and for hydro a standard two-part 
A and B mix. They also have an excellent foliar feed and rooting stimulator. 

As far as tech goes, things usually stay relatively the same around here, as most 
Dutch growers have a hard time breaking their old habits and adopting new technology 
in their grows. That said, there are still some new tech advances that are slowly being 
incorporated into grow shops and growrooms. These would include the introduction of 
CO 2 as well as the new digital ballasts (and the bulbs that go with them). I know that for 
American growers, CO 2 is nothing new, but it’s taken quite some time for it to be more 
widely used here in Holland. 

One last notable change was seen in September and October with the introduction 
of feminized autoflowering seeds to the local outdoor grow scene. The benefit with 
these seeds, of course, is that the plants finish early, which in our northern climate can 
be quite handy, as it tends to get cold in the beginning of October. The reports on their 
yields have also been good, so it’ll be interesting to see how the finished fruit tastes 
come harvest time. — Harry Resin, HT Cultivation Correspondent 


THe Amnesia Haze is 
yens PRevaLenTTHese 
Dans, appeaninG unoea 
muLTiPie names on 
menus acnoss Town. 




The day when people will be able to smoke a carefully grown Manga 
Rosa on a pearly white, sandy beach while looking at the emerald 
green ocean and enjoying a caipirinha may not be too far off. Brazil, like 
Mexico and Colombia, is a raging battlefield in the War on Drugs, but 
the times seem to be a-changing. In 2006, a clumsy law tried to de¬ 
criminalize personal use, and although it’s possible to smoke a joint 
with relative safety on beaches, in public squares and in the streets, a 
crooked and murderous police force keeps on killing, arresting and ex¬ 
torting users, growers and dealers, relying on an overly conservative 
judicial system to support its corruption. 

But the public debate has been blown wide open thanks to the ini¬ 
tiatives taken by the Brazilian Marijuana March—bigger, stronger and 
more widespread every year—as well as the many public authorities 
and major media conglomerates that have come out of the closet on 
this subject. In May of this year, the brutal repression of marijuana ac¬ 
tivists by the police in Sao Paulo sparked an angry backlash and forced 
the Brazilian Supreme Court to rule on a petition in favor of the Mari¬ 
juana March, which had been ignorantly prohibited by many municipal 
courts in previous years. And now it seems that we’ll be able to legalize 
the medicinal and religious use of marijuana, as well as home growing, 
sooner than we once thought. 

This cultural history—including the fact that marijuana is a part of 
many native religions in Brazil—has resulted in a unique genetic her¬ 
itage used to create such strains as White Widow, Bahia Black Head, El 
Nino and Leda Uno. In the northeast of the country—one of our primary 
cannabis-producing regions—you will find the aforementioned fabled 

Manga Rosa 
strain, a gentle 
sativa with a very 
cerebral high and 
a pinkish tone to 
the buds. How¬ 
ever, it’s gener¬ 
ally cultivated for 
the local mar¬ 
kets, which 
means that the 
strain doesn’t 
often find its way 
to the southeast 
of Brazil, where 
Sao Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro 
are located. 

Those cities have 
their weed supply 
coming mainly 
from Paraguay: 

It’s called prensado, which refers more to the packaging method (in 
which the buds are pressed together in a brick) than its genetic her¬ 
itage, which is very hard to trace. Growers who venture to plant this 
seed usually find that it’s a sativa made for the outdoors, which often 
makes growing her inside a tricky enterprise. 

The indoor grow scene is widespread in Brazil, with Internet fo¬ 
rums such as Growroom.net (which has over 40,000 active accounts) 
providing a solid database for the amateur grower. "The climate in 
Brazil is good, the land is well-suited, and there’s lots of sun for out¬ 
door growing. But for safety reasons, most growers choose to go inside 
and take care of their plants without worrying about nosy neighbors,” 
notes William Lantelme, the founder of Growroom.net. One thing’s for 
sure: With today’s information and technology, Brazil is quickly catch¬ 
ing up to the other big marijuana-producing nations. After all, we have 
the space and the manpower to make it happen.— Pedro Noguiera 
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AUSTRaua 

As is usual in Australia, extreme weather conditions over the sum¬ 
mer months wreaked havoc not only with the quality and yield of our 
outdoor crops, but also their very existence. In the past few years, 
terrible bushfires sent most of Australia’s top-quality herb up in 
smoke—and not in the good way. This year, the extreme flooding in 
the state of Queensland washed away numerous large-scale grows. 

Consequently, the void has been filled by some of the country's 
more pioneering indoor growers. This year, real efforts were made 
to deliver a product akin to what one finds in the US and European 
markets (a notion that was previously nonexistent amongst Aussie 
connoisseurs). Success was achieved with quality strains such as 
the Super Lemon Haze, which proved extremely popular not only 
for its potency, but also its sweet scent. Alaskan Ice was also a rare 
find, but an extremely pleasant and welcome one to the locals. 

Given the failure of a large chunk of our outdoor crops, one 
would have expected the prices to skyrocket, as we’ve indeed expe¬ 
rienced in recent years. Strangely, however, this year the prices 
have actually fallen, with quarter-ounce bags now costing around 
Au$75 ($79 US). 

The outlook for “mul” (our slang term for “weed") is looking 
better than ever in Australia. Even though the weather has been 
unkind, the ingenuity and tenacity of the Australian grower is start¬ 
ing to prevail, producing high-quality cannabis that can truly hold 
its own in the global marketplace.— Conrad McGilligan 



Mexico 

This year’s harvest south of the border may as well 
be known as “Harvest Season of the Dead.” It cer¬ 
tainly seemed to be the Day of the Dead here all 
year long, with 30,000 to 40,000 narco-muertos hav¬ 
ing occurred in Mexico since President Felipe 
Calderon of the PAN coalition took office and began 
his anti-crime campaign. The country is bristling 
with huge weapons in the hands of young men 
dressed like storm troopers. Random roadblocks 
and checkpoints outfitted with heavy machine guns 
mounted on pickup trucks Somalia-style are every¬ 
where, but the beat goes on and Americans are still 
smoking plenty of Mexican sinsemilla nuggets. The 


small farmers are the ones being hurt the most, 
and the bulk of the nation's soldiers have been de¬ 
ployed in the indigenous regions. Hardball tactics 
are being used against the most peaceful and be¬ 
nign of farmers, while over in Sinaloa, home of a 
powerful cartel, the largest marijuana farm in the 
history of Mexican drug enforcement was discov¬ 
ered this past July. Mexicans are wondering why 
the Obama administration continues to fund such 
blatant human-rights violations. 

It is difficult—almost impossible—to harvest, 
cure and dry any plants before the rains stop in 
early November. The first colitas we can smoke 
arrive around Christmas time, but the best are 


harvested in late spring before the next rainy sea¬ 
son begins. Photoperiod—the varying length of 
the day’s natural sunlight—is not as much of a 
factor here because of our proximity to the equa¬ 
tor. The rainy season is the bigger factor: Rain in 
Mexico is a good thing, and last year we were 
blessed. The original landrace sativa (think Oaxa¬ 
can or Acapulco Gold) still grows wild, but the pro¬ 
ducers now plant a criollo variety that produces 
two- to three-foot-tall spikes. The plants look like 
they’re from Afghanistan, with broad leaves and 
dense tops, more ruderalis than indica. The smoke 
is dark and hashy, and sticky oil clogs the big 
joints we roll. The product is sold in rolled-up 
newspapers, thick tubes called huatos, and the 
supply is inexhaustible. A kilo of gooey buds with 
almost no seeds goes for around $300 or less! But 
genetically superior seeds are scarce, and be¬ 
cause of the high cost of government electricity, 
greenhouses and indoor growrooms are scarce as 
well. We grow outdoors beneath the hot chili-pep¬ 
per sun, and the gardens love it. 

As for the future, we shall prevail! Despite re¬ 
cent legislation that legalized the possession of 
small amounts of almost every kind of drug, drug 
use among young people has not increased. Groups 
all over Mexico are looking to the future of medical 
marijuana, with even the most conservative ac¬ 
knowledging that it has its uses as a light anal¬ 
gesic, good for combating the symptoms of stress 
and anxiety. (Have you ever felt those?) Here in 
Oaxaca, Dr. Cesar Chavez founded AMMO, the Oax¬ 
aca Medical Marijuana Association (email am- 
mooaxragmail.com for more info), and he’s 
lobbying the Oaxacan government to fund medical- 
marijuana research with the hope of supplying in¬ 
ternational markets.— Jack Chastaine 
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WE COMPARE SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO... 



400 Watt MH/HPS Light System $124.99 
600 Watt HPS Light System $164.99 
1000 Watt MH/HPS Light System $164.99 

* AIR COOLED REFLECTORS JUST FEW BUCKS MORE 


NEW AND IMPROVED GROW TENTS! 

Hydro Grow Room Complete Systems 

2'x2' $4791 2'x4' $79913'x3' $839 
4'x4' $949 4W $1799 


400 Watt MH/HPS Electronic Light System $124.99 
600 Watt HPS Electronic Ught System $159.99 
1000 Watt MH/HPS Electronic Light System $259.99 


Organic Grow Room Complete Systems 

2'x2' $3791 2'x4' $59913'x3' $599 
4 f x4' $619 j 4'x8 J $1 199 


■ALL SYSTEMS COME y/JTX A SULH. _ 
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Vertical Grow Room Complete Systems 

2'8" x 5’6", 70 plant - $1999,99 

5'4°x5'6M40 plant $3299.99 

AcUaHropag3t«n& Kit $49.99 


4 PLANT DEEP wjtER HYDRO SYSTEM $145.99 

^ - ‘ PLANT HYDRO SYSTEM $29.99 


includes Systems, Lights, Fan, Carbon Filter, Timers, YoYos 
Pots, Mini-Clip Fan, Temp/Humidity Gage, and Setup OVD. 
Purchase Nutrients & Media separately. 

Upgrade your fight for just a few bucks more? 
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Selling brand name products vou know and trust. 

We compare product & snipping charges to assure you 


Check out the highly reflective and amazing ORCA 
Film, taking the industry by storm, We also have 
Leading Industry Nutrient Lines, Fabric AerationPots, 
Dozens of Water Chillers, Co2 Regulators, Propagation 
Tools,Ventilation Equipment, Carbon Filters, and MOflP! 
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A RENAISSANCE IS BLOOMING IN THE HOLY LAND OF GROW. STORY AND PHOTOS BY NICO ESCONDIDO 


Over the years, the HIGH TIMES Cultivation Department has written 
extensively on the grow scene in Amsterdam and throughout Hol¬ 
land. These stories have always presented plenty of information, the¬ 
ory and technique on cannabis cultivation—but still, in recent years, 
it’s been hard not to feel a little disappointed with the Dutch horticul¬ 
ture scene, as there has seemed to be a bit of a drop-off in the latest 
research, development and application of new technologies. 

After all, this is the place where the big agriculture industry 
first brought hydroponics to the forefront of commercial growing 
for vegetables, flowers and, eventually, cannabis. The Dutch really 
helped to promote the art of indoor growing and were largely re¬ 
sponsible for the advent of major developments in indoor garden¬ 
ing, such as the use of artificial grow mediums like rockwool and 
hardened expanded clay aggregate and the fully automated deliv¬ 
ery of nutrient solution to entire gardens. They were there at the 
outset of high-intensity discharge (HID) lighting and atmospheric 
control, and they were among the first to propagate cannabis via 
the cloning method, as Amsterdam has always been at the cross¬ 
roads of the genetics trade. 

So it was something of a relief—if not downright exciting—to 
discover, on my recent foray into Amsterdam's cultivation industry, 
that there seems to be a grow renaissance developing: one that 
barely existed just six months ago, as the technology is truly in its 
infancy in terms of the commercial hydroponics market. Still, new 
advances in both lighting and grow substrates are now taking root 
in growrooms in the world’s First City of Cannabis. 

With that in mind, here’s a firsthand look at what’s on the horizon 
for indoor growers. 
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DNA Genetics is using soilless mixtures 
and new lighting technology to produce 
their award winning seeds. 


LIGHTING 

If you’ve been keeping up with the latest in the world of HID lighting, you already know about 
the serious technology gap that exists between HID bulbs and the newer electronic and digital 
ballasts used to power up the lamps. Traditionally, HID bulbs were ignited using magnetic (or 
core-and-coil) ballasts, and these are still an option for indoor growers. However, electronic 
and digital ballasts are more efficient in using electricity and usually emit less heat than their 
magnetic predecessors. (Note: The terms "electronic” and “digital” ballasts are basically in¬ 
terchangeable, as are the terms “magnetic,” “traditional” or “core-and-coil” ballasts.) 

The problem, however, isn't one of power consumption or processing; it's more about how 
that power is outputted and the frequency at which these ballasts operate. Traditional mag¬ 
netic ballasts operate at approximately 40 to 50 hertz, whereas electronic ballasts come in at 
a whopping 20,000 hertz—yet 99 percent of the HID bulbs on the market were designed for 
the earlier magnetic ballasts and are not compatible with today’s newer electronic ballasts. 

This may sound confusing at first, especially since any standard HID bulb will still fire up 
with an electronic ballast—but what we've learned is that the average lifespan of these bulbs 
is shortened by almost 50 percent when using this combination. What occurs inside the bulb 
is known as acoustic resonance, whereby the increased frequency of the electronic ballast ac¬ 
tually causes the light arc in the inner tube of the bulb to fluctuate at a much more erratic and 
unstable rate, causing small ruptures within the inner glass envelope of the bulb where the 
light is produced. Not only does this shorten the life of the bulb, but it can also cause unsafe 
leakage of the gases (such as sodium and mercury) inside. 

In the years since this fact was discovered, growers have had few options: They could ei¬ 
ther continue using the traditional magnetic ballasts, or they could use an electronic ballast 
and buy twice as many of the standard HID bulbs each year, or they could try to hunt down the 
new digital bulbs made by Sun Pulse, the only company known to commercially sell such 
items to local hydro shops. But the first option isn’t quite progress, the second wastes extra 
dollars, and the third was hard to come by, since many shops had trouble stocking the limited 
quantities of digital bulbs available. 
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A close-up of a lit plasma lamp. Notice the ballast comes attached. 


Enter Gavita. Gavita is a specialty lighting company that designs high-end (complete 
lamp kits with ballast and bulb runs between $400-$600 each) gear for the professional 
horticulturalist. Philips, on the other hand, serves the horticultural market through a few 
selected business partners. Philips develops and manufactures high quality horticultural 
lamps, but generally for large scale agriculture uses. However, Philips specifically de¬ 
signed these bulbs for use in electronic ballasts where its business partners build the 
complete luminaries or lamp set. Nowhere are conditions as harsh for a luminary than in 
a greenhouse. Gavita is one of the specialized business partners that develops and builds 
those lamp sets. It is also the oldest Dutch specialized horticultural lighting company. 
And they are no strangers to science. Their light sciences lab in Holland is keenly aware 
of the problems facing end users, particularly in the field of indoor grow lighting. 

Their solution? To create a professional and intelligent lamp design for smaller end- 
users by converting their top-of-the-line luminaries to work on 240V, because these hor¬ 
ticultural fixtures normally run on 400V as is common for industrial operations. It sounds 
simple, but it wasn’t. 

First of all, we need to understand 
what exactly is so special about these 
electronics and Philips bulbs. To start, 
they are paired, meaning that the Philips 
electronics (inside the ballasts) are finely 
tuned to the optimal frequency, voltage 
and power that should be delivered to that 
specific bulb for optimal output, optimal 
spectrum and optimal light maintenance. 

Philips knew that for a high frequency 
electronic ballast you would need a spe¬ 
cial bulb, and they made them too: The 
Philips Master Greenpower EL (Elec¬ 
tronic) series, available in 600W and 
1000W. They operate at high voltage and 
very high frequencies well above 100,000 
Hz (three to five times higher than the av¬ 
erage digital ballast). 

Unfortunately, the electronics were only available for high industrial volt¬ 
ages (400V). It wasn’t until Philips (after many requests) came out with a 240V 
600W version that it became finally available for the hobby grower. Gavita saw 
the opportunity and developed a new 240V electronic adjustable ballast to 
drive the Philips 1000W electronic HPS bulb and the Gavita Pro-Line was born. 

It instantly began winning awards for the best new lighting product in Europe 
during 2010. 

Today, you no longer have to be a greenhouse professional like Monsanto or 
Green Giant to have high-grade, professional equipment at your disposal. These 
new developments allow growers in countries within the EU and North America 
to use this electronic ballast and digital bulb kit in any size garden, from a closet 
grow to a larger format commercial operation like you might find in Canada or in 
a medical state within the US. Perhaps more importantly, growers can now get 
the full benefits of using an efficient electronic ballast as well as the added 
bonus of the enhanced output and spectrum of the Philips electronic bulbs. 


GAUnA’S LIGHT-SCIENCES LAB 


This integrating sphere diffuses and reflects light 
helping scientists measure a bulb's power. 


Philips, which is not generally known for its support of the cannabis industry, 
agreed to the deal largely because Gavita was able to create enough levels of 
separation between the bulb manufacturer and the end user, thereby not 
tying Philips to the “hydroponics industry” (which, oddly, is how they like to 
refer to cannabis growers). Once Gavita developed the ballasts to run on a 
240-volt current and still be able to light the 400-volt digital bulbs, they pack¬ 
aged them together into complete kits for direct distribution to stores and 
other large grow distributors. The catch, however, is that these digital Philips 
bulbs are not your standard screw-socket bulbs. Instead, they are double- 
ended, wire-tab bulbs, meaning they will only fit into the specially designed 
Gavita ballasts. 

Visiting Gavita’s light-sciences lab, it soon became clear that this is for 
the best, since the rare combination of a lower-voltage ballast with a high- 
frequency bulb can become unstable and even dangerous if the bulb is used 
in conjunction with an incompatible ballast. 

The Gavita lab is largely responsible for the research and development 
that went into the redesign, and many of the lamp kits are tested and assem¬ 


bled at the company’s facility just outside Amsterdam. The scientists at the 
lab say they needed the bulbs to be able to handle at least 100,000 hertz to be 
sure they’d remain stable. That’s why they were attracted to the double- 
ended Philips digital bulbs, as they eliminate the acoustic resonance created 
by high-frequency electronic ballasts. These bulbs are not only more stable, 
but they produce 8% more light than the leading bulbs on the market and, 
over a two-year span, lose less than 10% of their intensity. Additionally, the 
ballasts are designed to be dimmable, giving growers plenty of leeway in 
terms of light intensity. Although the 400-volt Philips bulbs are only produced 
in a 1,000-watt size, the dimmable electronic ballasts allow growers to run 
them at 600, 660, 750, 825,1,000 or 1,150 watts—six different intensity levels 
from one digital bulb. 

The Gavita Pro 1000 DE and the HortiStar 1000 DE are the first fixtures to 
run on 240-volt current and house the Philips GreenPower EL 1,000-watt 
bulb. The Pro 1000 DE comes with the ballast attached to the bulb housing, 
while the HortiStar is constructed to have the ballast work remotely. (For 
more information, visit Gavita-Holland.com.) 
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"£x special offer Pass + Hotel" (1000 Euros for S persons) includes: 

- G nights (double room+breakfast} at the Amstet Botel Hotel www,amsteIboteIn!/ with very special price 

chcck-in 13 November - check-out 25 November [fixed datesJ 

- 2x VIP Judge Pass to access all Cannabis Cup events, expo, parties and coffeeshops. 

- Extra-large goodie-bags at arrival worth over 50 Euros (1 per person} 

- Free breakfast ''wake S bake” every morning at the Green House coffeeshop 

f9am to noon. 13-24 November 2011} 

- Priority-lane at the Green House Vaporizer Stand at the Expo {19-23 November 2011} 

- Free shuttle-bus between Green House coffeeshop and the Expo every day of the event {noon to 6 PM} 

SPECIAL GREEN HOUSE GUESTS: CYPRESS HILL!!! 


WWW.STRAINHUNTERTOURS. COM 

Flights are not included tn Che Hunter Tours Packages. You must he 1 8+ to participate in the Strain Hunter Tours 


HIGH TIMES and Cannabis Cup are registered trademarks of Trans High Corp. and are used with permission. 













































THE FUTURE OF HORTICULTURAL LIGHTING 

Sounds pretty great, right? Couldn’t get any better, right? Well, it can ... and it will. While visiting that 
liber light lab in Holland, I saw one other standout piece of equipment that cannot go unmentioned: 
the Gavita plasma-lamp rig. If you really want to get deep into light science and talk about the best 
spectrum for plants from an artificial light source, plasma lighting is where it's at. The Gavita Pro 
300 LEP (light-emitting plasma) produces light with a spectrum similar to the sun’s natural light and 
is broader in scope (a.k.a., full, continuous, wide-spectrum light) than any other bulb on the market 
to date. It’s the first of its kind in terms of horticultural solid-state plasma lighting. 

For those unfamiliar with the technology, the light is generated by exciting plasma contained in an 
enclosed transparent envelope or bulb. These plasma lights—which were originally invented by 
Nikola Tesla over 100 years ago—are energized by radio frequency (RF) power and are electrode-less. 
The bulbs are small, extremely efficient and filled with plasma from one of the six noble gases: he¬ 
lium (He), neon (Ne), argon (Ar), krypton (Kr), xenon (Xe) and the radioactive radon (Rn). These gases 
are mixed with other materials such as metal halides, sodium, mercury or sulfur, which helps to in¬ 
crease the energy state when the plasma is excited with RF. In operation, the gases are ionized and an 
accelerated electrical field is created. During this process, free electrons collide with metal and gas 
ions within the envelope and eventually release photons, creating light. Depending on the gases used, 
this light may be visible or ultraviolet—the latter an alluring attraction for growers on its own. 

In terms of efficiency, plasma lamps score high marks when you consider the power they use 
and the light they produce. However, if you define efficiency as micromoles per watt, then high-pres¬ 
sure sodium (HPS) bulbs are still far superior. But if your definition of efficiency stresses light quality 
and spectrum, then plasma lamps win outright. In short, for quality of light, nothing beats plasma, 
but for quantity of light, standard HPS bulbs are still the best bet. 



The DNA seed labs shown in this article, 
as well as this seeded top cola, are all 
products of new grow technology. 




DNA GENETICS AND THE FUTURE OF HIGH-QUALITY CANNABIS 


So where does all this leave the indoor grower? Well, considering the 
high price tag associated with plasma lights (though that cost is rapidly 
coming down), plus the need to use nearly twice as many if you were to 
replace your HPS lamps over an entire garden, it doesn’t make sense 
just yet to make a complete switch to plasma. However, while I was re¬ 
searching these lamps and looking for a few friendly partners to snap 
some photos of them in action over cannabis plants, one well-known 
company came along to offer up their gardens for a tour. Who else but 
DNA Genetics Amsterdam? 

We all know DNA from their continual conquest of the Cannabis Cup 
and other ganja competitions around the globe. We all know they pride 
themselves on providing the highest-quality genetics and seeds possible. 
But what some people might not know about great cannabis breeders in 


general (not just DNA) is that they’re also on the front lines when it comes 
to scouring the industry for the latest equipment to produce their high- 
quality product. Nothing could be more important for these premier 
breeders, who are in the business of developing the prototypes and seeds 
for the world’s best cannabis strains. 

So it wasn’t a surprise to find that DNA not only had Gavita’s plasma 
lamps hanging in their seed factories, but also that they had coupled 
them with Gavita’s Pro Line of digital bulbs and electronic ballasts. 
While the high-quality spectrum of the plasma lamps do incredible 
things, biologically speaking, for the plants, the high intensity and effi¬ 
cient PAR rating (i.e., quantity) of light required is supplied by the digital 
HPS lamps. Together, this setup provides the best of both worlds for 
any indoor garden. 
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HIGH POWER 800 WATT LED PANEL 

Oise of the most powerful on the market delivers 
better coverage and yield in both veg and hJtiurrt, 

SUPPLEMENTAL UVB LIGHT SUU I IN 

Increases re sirs development and boosts potency. 

MAXIMUM IN E l-NSITY 5 WAIT LED EMITTERS 

Better penetration into the canopy, six band spectrum 

SWITCH ABLE SPECTRUM CONTROI 

Itide pen dent controls for veg t bloom and UVBi 

DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IV CALIFORNIA 

Local support from die people who actually make die light! 
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SOILLESS SOILS FACTORY 

In general, new developments in soilless medi¬ 
ums may not sound quite as exciting as the lights 
just discussed—especially considering that soil¬ 
less mixes are nothing new. But given the fact 
that, for decades, the Dutch style of indoor grow¬ 
ing has been so heavily reliant upon artificial hy¬ 
droponic grow mediums, this really is a breath of 
fresh air. 

Although we sometimes refer to mixed medi¬ 
ums as “soilless” mixes, they often look and feel 
extremely similar to regular old earth soil. How¬ 
ever, these mixes have no actual ground dirt in 


them and are largely sphagnum-, moss- or peat- 
based. Technically speaking, however, these com¬ 
pounds are also sometimes found in earth soils, 
so the phrase “soilless soil” is not too far off base. 

The biggest value of these mixes lies in the fact 
that they’re both natural and processed, which 
means they come to the grower largely sterilized 
and free of insects and disease. Bringing outside 
ground soil into an indoor facility of any type often 
leads to introducing various types of pests into the 
grow environment. In the case of soilless mixes, 
growers can get all the normal benefits of natural 
soil without any of the downside. 


Thousands of bags of soilless medium mixes such as Gold Label await distribution to wholesalers. 


* jr 




SUBSTRATE PRODUCTION 

Just north of Amsterdam, among the myriad rows 
of tulip fields, windmills and greenhouse farms, 
lies a production facility so large that it’s able to 
churn out mixed-medium substrates to the tune 
of hundreds of thousands of cubic feet per day. 
What’s even more interesting is that these mixes 
are customizable and can vary from client to 
client. Currently, the facility is capable of produc¬ 
ing over 1,100 different types of 
mixed medium. Most start with a 
heavy peat or sphagnum base, 
with other amendments slowly 
added to produce the perfect cus¬ 
tomized medium for the type of 
vegetation being grown. 

This facility produces mixed 


mediums for a host of horticultural and agricul¬ 
tural companies, including the well-known com¬ 
mercial giant Scotts and the highly touted 
hydroponics supplier Gold Label. Of course, the 
type of medium produced from client to client will 
often vary significantly depending on the applica¬ 
tion and environment. Substrate companies must 
understand their market and their growers, as 
different medium types are needed for different 
grow systems. Some companies may even choose 
to create multiple lines of a single substrate to 
reach more growers. 

Primary considerations when developing a 
recipe for grow mediums include drainage, air pen¬ 
etration, absorption and retention of moisture, and 
buffering of nutrients. To support these desired 
characteristics, companies like Gold Label will 
seek out the finest additives to help the substrate 
perform as needed. Some of the best medium 
amendments available are coco coir, fine clays, re¬ 
fined wood chips, perlite, lime and vermiculate, 
along with trace elements and minerals that act as 
a head start on feeding programs and help mini¬ 
mize the transplant shock of seedlings and clones. 

This particular production facility stores enor¬ 
mous quantities of a substrate base (such as peat), 
with as many as four or five different grades to 
choose from—some fine, others coarse. Take that 
and multiply it by three or four other bases (such 
as sphagnum or moss), and you’ll have stockpiles 
of over a dozen hardy bases to start with. Giant 
bulldozers scoop up loads from these stockpiles 
and move them indoors to a factory that begins an 

assembly-line 

These soilless mixes 
are hydroponic by 
definition and a few 
automated feeding 
systems can be used 
in conjunction with 
them, most notably 
topped drip systems. 


See lamps live in DNA's garden. 


Get the free mobile app 
at http://gettag.mobi 


process of compil¬ 
ing the rest of the 
requested ingre¬ 
dients. Conveyor 
belts run the sub¬ 
strates through 
the factory, where 
the selected addi¬ 
tives are mixed in 
along the way. In the end, the mixed mediums are 
either loaded into heaping trucks or baled up and 
shipped out to distribution facilities earmarked for 
hydroponic stores and gardening centers. 

Gold Label, for instance, begins with Swedish 
virgin white peat—some of the highest-quality 
peat available. This peat is coarse in structure: 
one gram can absorb nearly 10 grams of water. 
From here, the facility adds lime, Swedish clay, 
minerals and some organic fertilizer as well. This 
brand is created to keep air around the roots; it 
also has high water-retention capacity and is a 
good buffer for pH changes. If growers don’t drain 
their gardens to waste, the added minerals and 
nutrients can last an entire grow cycle. 

Many mixes like Gold Label are available for 
indoor growers these days, and that includes 
hydro growers as well. Technically, these soil¬ 
less mixes are hydroponic by definition, 
and a few very good automated feeding 
systems can be used in conjunction with 
them, most notably top-feed drip sys¬ 
tems. Of course, there is nothing like 
hand-watering your gardens for the 
best results and the most rewarding ex¬ 
perience. 
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BOTANICAL STORAGE SPRAY 


KEEPS IT FRESH FDR WEEKS I 
MAINTAIN POTENCY & LONGEVITY 
ALL-NATUlUa FDA-APPROVED GASES 
SAFE FDR THE EARTH & ALL ITS CREATURES 


420 Preserve from 420 Science is an all-natural spray that 
increases the longevity of your herb anti maintains maximum 
potency. It will Keep medical-grade botanicats fresh for 
weeks, even months 

420 Preserve uses a custom blend of inert gases found 
naturally in our atmosphere to prevent oxidation from 
occurring, The oxidahnn process is whnt makes pfanhite dry 
out and go stale, thus reducing potency. 


But the F04-approved gases found in 420 Preserve are 
specifically blended to keep medical-grade herb fresh We 
combine the harmless gases argon, carbon dioxide and 
nitrogen to create a protective barrier between the pi ant life 
and oxygen.. 

The science behind ttlis has been used in the tnqd and 
beverage industry for years, but lor the first time 420 
Preserve puts thrs advanced technology into your hands. 

And it's easy to use. M you need is a can ol 420 Preserve and 
an air-tight jar or container, just spray a little blast of air 
before closing the lid and let science take care of the real 


SPRAY 420 PRESERVE IN TO 
PUSH THE OXYGEN OUT 


420Science.com 


f acebook.com/420Sc < 0 ™ hwi ttcr com/420Sc-once Free42DJars. com 












VIP Packages to Amsterdam: 

* Round-trip Airfare 

*18 Choices of Hotel Accommodations 

* Transport to/from the Airport 

----- 1 ' 

* On Site Tour Representative 

* Fantastic discounts at all Barney’s Stores 

* 5 days of LIVE entertainment at Barney’s Uptown 


www.barnoysfarm.com 


Barney’s Farm & CS Travel 

Present the Cannabis Cup® Liberty Tour 2011 


* Barney's Farm Goodie Bag 



* Tickets to all High Times®Concerts at the Melkweg 

* CS Travel Reps in Amsterdam will be on hand 24 hours a day for YOU. 


Book on-line 24 hours a day at www.cstravel.org 

or Call 1.800.816.1846 

































































ACQUISITION OF LIVE CANNABIS SEEDS IS ILLEGAL IN THE UNITED STATES I PAYABLE IN US DOLLARS FROM ANYWERE IN THE WORLD 



AUTO - FLOWERING 


AUTO - FLOWERING 


Pi n eap pie Ek pres s Tangerine D ream 


Blue Cheese 


Sweet Tooth 


Acapulco Bold 


Laughing Buddha 


Crimea Blue 
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Cannabis Cup are registered trademarks of Trans High Corp and are used with permission 




































SENIOR CULTIVATION EDITOR DANNY DANKO HAS SEARCHED FAR AND WIDE, TRAVELING THE WORLD IN SEARCH 
OF CANNABIS VARIETIES OF DISTINCTION TO ADD TO OUR ILLUSTRIOUS LIST OF THE GREATEST MARIJUANA 
STRAINS ON THE GLOBE. BEHOLD THE CHOSEN FEW THAT EARNED THEIR WAY INTO HIGH TIMES HISTORY! 




(Green House Seeds] 

Green House has dominated the 
seed and coffeeshop scene in Ams¬ 
terdam for years, winning more 
Cannabis Cups than any other seed 
bank with powerhouse varieties like 
the Super Lemon Haze, Arjan’s Ultra 
Haze and Super Silver Haze. Their 
newest strain, Exodus Cheese, repre¬ 
sents the height of plant husbandry. 
The famously stinky UK Cheese 
clone-only strain has been tamed 
into a feminized version, with a 
creeper high that’s great for treat¬ 
ing insomnia or stimulating appetite 
^ In the indoor-growroom environ¬ 
ment, Exodus Cheese will stretch a 
bit andexhibit extensive branching 
throughout the vegetative and early 
flowering stage. She’s a perfect can¬ 
didate for the “Screen of Green” 
(ScrOG) growing technique, which 
uses a horizontal chicken-wire 
screen at the canopy level to train 
the growing shoots. The relatively 
short flowering time and chunky, 
skunky finished product make Exo¬ 
dus Cheese excellent for growers, 
smokers and patients alike. 

Lineage: Stabilized Original UK 
Cheese cut 

iFltmering time: 8 weeks 
Contact: Green House Seeds, 
greenhouseseeds.nl 






CRiTiCdL + (Critical Plus) 

(Dinafem Seeds) 

The original Critical Mass, de¬ 
veloped by Shantibaba from 
Mr. Nice Seed Bank, was a leg¬ 
endary cross of Big Bud and 
Skunk #1, two powerhouse 
Dutch strains from renowned 
pioneer breeder Nevil Schoen- 
maker’s personal collection. 
Dinafem has taken this famed 
variety and feminized it into a 
stable, guaranteed-female 
plant that still retains the in¬ 
tense and celebrated fruity 
aroma, sweet flavor and 
mighty high of the original. 
Thin, light green leaves sur¬ 
round huge, trichome-covered 
tops so sticky that they actu¬ 
ally cling to the skin. 

Dinafem also gives full 
credit to Shantibaba for the 
strain’s origins—in fact, they 
tried to offer him compensa¬ 
tion for it, but he refused with 
a laugh, saying: “It’s all right, 
mate!” (thereby providing a 
great lesson in humility and 
friendship). They also used ■ 
ruderalis genetics to develop 
an autoflowering version of 
Critical + that stays sjjfort and 
stocky, producing Ipishy 
spears of bud at knee level. 
Keep in mind that the odor of 
this indoor/outdoor staple of 
Spain can be overpowering, 
so always use strong filtra¬ 
tion during growth, harvest 
and drying. 

Lineage: Big Bud x Skunk 
[feminized] 

Flowering time: 7 weeks 
Contact: Dinafem Seeds, 
dinafem-seeds. com 


_ 





(Dr. Greenthumb] 

Contrary to popular belief, hashish is pop¬ 
ular in Iran and has been for hundreds of 
years, ever since Muslims introduced it to 
Persia in the 12th century as an alterna¬ 
tive to alcohol, which was forbidden by 
the Koran. Dr. Greenthumb tracked down 
the genetic basis for these seeds from 
the Mashhad region of northern Iran, 
where the landrace has its origins. After 
planting several flats of seeds for obser¬ 
vation, he found one that finished much 
earlier than the rest-completely ripe and 
ready for harvest in Ontario in mid-August! 

Autoflowering plants start blooming at 
a short height regardless of the photope¬ 
riod, making seeds such as the Iranian 
quite valuable for growers in harsh cli¬ 
mates or high altitudes. Another advantage 
is the finishing time outdoors: sometimes 
as early as July, long before the choppers 
and rippers are out in force. Also, these 
plants stay short (under two feet] and out 
of plain sight, yet fill out quite nicely with 
big, hashy colas when ripe. 

Lineage: Northern Iranian landrace 
Flowering time: 6 to 7 weeks, or 90 days 
from planting 
Contact: Dr. Greenthumb, 
drgreenthumb.com 
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but will never tell you 


for a catalog and a 
$10 off coupon, send $5 to; 

RWJ GENTECH INC. 

box 37085, Ottawa, Ontario, 
K1V0W9 Canada 

Info/Ordering Desk: 1 (613) 330-2404 
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(The Cali Connection) 

The famed Larry OG cut 
made the rounds in South¬ 
ern Cali for years and is an 
all-time favorite of Kush 
lovers everywhere. The ar¬ 
chetypal “lemon-fuel/Pine- 
Sol funk” (as breeder Swerve 
perfectly describes it] is the 
tip-off that you’re dealing 
with a real-deal OG cross. 

Grown from seed, Larry 
does some pretty serious 
stretching after flowering is 
induced, but makes up for it 
with good yields of super-po¬ 
tent and odiferous pot. Typi¬ 
cally producing almond- or 
teardrop-shaped calyxes 
with bright orange hairs, this 
strain grows super-frosty, 
with crystals out to the ends 
of the fan leaves (which turn 
dark purple as the plants 
near maturity]. The thin, 
stretched-out branches may 
need to be staked for sup¬ 
port, and mites love the Larry 
□G Kush as well-so stay vigi¬ 
lant and keep checking the 
undersides of leaves for 
damage to catch them early 
if they happen to attack. 
Lineage: San Fernando Val¬ 
ley OG Kush [F3] x Larry 
Kush clone 

Flowering time: 9 to 10 

weeks 

Contact: The Cali Connection, 
thecaliconnection. com 
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Champions of Spain, Holland South Africa 
Slovakia, Argentina and High Times 


Check out PNA’s new line 
of merchandise at 
dnageneticsclothing.coni 


GENETICS 


AMSTERDAM 


How would you like a natural substitute to pharmaceutical drugs that are treating wasting syndrome and loss of 
appetite In AIFS and cancer patients, depression, anxiety, autism, nausea and vomiting, anorexia nervosa. Multiple 
Sclerosis, spinal cord injury, epilepsy, cancer pain, other pain categories, Parkinson's disease, Tourette's Syndrome, 
glaucoma, bronchial asthma, hypertension, psychiatric disorders, Crohn's disease and Alzheimer 's disease? 


Sint N ieo laa s sfra at 41 1012 NJ Amsterdam 
+31 (0)20 778 7220 Open daily 12 -1«;00 
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and stable variety. As with most sat/Va-dominant hybrids, this 
strain will exhibit some stretch (typically about a foot and a 
half) after flowering is induced, but she’s well worth the trou¬ 
ble when finished. Adam tells me: “The offspring exhibit the 
classic fuelly, hashy undertones, with a more developed 
structure and a sophisticated high that lingers longer than 
the average OG.” 

Lineage: [OG Kush x MK-Ultra] x Chem 91 
Flowering time: 8 to 9 weeks 
Contact: T.H. Seeds, thseeds.com 


(T.H.Seeds) 

Although Cold Creek Kush was the second-place indica win¬ 
ner at the 2010 HIGH TIMES Cannabis Cup in Amsterdam, 
she’s actually a hybrid that is slightly sativa -dominant in her 
growth habits and the profile of her high. Diesel and Kush 
lovers will rejoice at the familiar lemony flavor, followed by an 
instantly recognizable potent effect that hits the brain, the 
body and everything in between. 

Cold Creek Kush was developed by Adam from T.H.Seeds 
in Colorado and refined through backcrossing into a potent 
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KOSHGR KUSH 

(DNA Genetics] 

After acquiring an extra-special cut 
(allegedly blessed by a rabbi] from a 
crew of Jewish kids in LA, the DNA 
boys set out to refine and stabilize 
their find. The resulting strain, Kosher 
Kush, provides a potent and powerful 
punch. With so many watered-down 
Kushes on the market, it’s nice to 
taste a new one with all the flavor and 
kick of the original. The citrusy fuel 
odor stinks right through the jar, re¬ 
quiring proper sealing techniques in 
order to not blow up your spot. 

Growers (and trimmers] will love 
the impressive calyx-to-leaf ratio, but 
I should note that this plant is a 
heavy feeder and will stretch some 
throughout growth. Aaron tells me: 
“She grows tall, so pinching will help 
tame her as well as beef up the 
yields.” Aaron and Don also remind me 
that they’re not religious at all, so the 
name isn’t intended to promote any 
particular creed over the rest. Try 
some Kosher Kush for a taste of Cali¬ 
fornia’s finest “bitter herb.” 

Lineage: OG Kush x Super Secret 
Sativa 

Flowering time: 9 to 10 weeks 
Contact: DNA Genetics, 
dnagenetics.com 

KRSSTauca 

(Mandala Seeds) 

Jasmin and Mike of Mandala Seeds 
specialize in working with interesting 
and overlooked cannabis varieties 
from the Indian subcontinent, and 
their latest creation, Krystalica, exem¬ 
plifies the mystic region’s finest at¬ 
tributes. She’s 75% sativa, containing 
landrace genetics from Kerala (in 
South India] as well as Nepal. When 
smoked, the bubblegum sweetness is 
what you’ll notice first, followed by a 
spicy and musky finish and a cerebral 
high that reveals why the hashish from 
those regions is considered sacred. 

Growing Krystalica results in huge, 
pyramid-shaped colas with an incredi¬ 
ble amount of resin production (tri- 
chomes exist all the way out on the 
fan leaves]. Jasmin tells me there’s 
some phenotype variation, and they’ve 
documented several on their website, 
allowing growers to select the perfect 
mother plants for their own specific 
climate or growing conditions. Jasmin 
beams with pride as she describes 
the strain: “She rivals and even ex¬ 
ceeds our Satori in potency, yield and 
vigor!” 

Lineage: South Indian and Nepali lan- 
draces 

Flowering time: 9 to 10 weeks 
Contact: Mandala Seeds, 
mandalaseeds.com 
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CHeese ouaxe 

(TGA Genetics) 

Subcool strikes again with 
a delightful mix of sour and 
sweet in his newest offer¬ 
ing, Cheese Quake. He first 
got the idea for it while mix¬ 
ing the two strains in a 
joint, then set about cross¬ 
ing them together and 
carefully choosing and sta¬ 
bilizing the results. 

Slightly indica- dominant, 
the Cheese Quake is a de¬ 
light to grow, filling out early with a thick bud structure and short internodes. 

Subcool says there are two phenotypes from these seeds: one more Urkel- 
dominant, with a strong, musty grape/lavender flavor, and the other more 
Cheese-dominant, with a pungent, sourer smell. The high is cerebral and 
“head-tingling, followed by an energetic body stone” (to quote Subcool’s de¬ 
scription, and I couldn’t agree more). Cheese Quake also shows a high CBD 
level in lab tests, making it perfect for patients who need pain relief or sup¬ 
pression of tremors, but without the drowsiness that sometimes comes from 
smoking indicas. 

Lineage: Exodus Cheese x Querkle [Urkel x Space Queen] 

Flowering time: 8 to 9 weeks 
Contact: TGA Genetics, tgagenetics.com 



THG BIG 

(BC Bud Depot) 

Perennial Top 10 winners BC Bud Depot return with a new in- 
d/ca-dominant strain bound to make a splash on the elite 
seed market. Prior to being stabilized, this G-13/Butterscotch 
Hawaiian cross was named Free Leonard in honor of Native 
American political prisoner Leonard Peltier. The genetic-iso¬ 
lation process was actually a collaboration between BC Bud 
Depot and Canndoc Medical Laboratories, which is licensed 
to develop genetics for the medical-marijuana patients of Is¬ 
rael. Lab testing ensures that only the strongest offspring 
make it into the seed-production process. 

The Big’s super-high THC levels make her perfect for pa¬ 
tients in search of relief from intense pain, and she’s also 
great for the recreational user looking to relax. Growers will 
delight in the bright green foliage and marvel at the tremen¬ 
dous amount of trichomes produced by this strain. The fresh 
buds have an overpoweringly sweet blueberry-bubblegum 
flavor and odor, but skunky and hashy undertones arise after 
grinding up a nug. The narcotic high lasts for hours and can 
be almost hallucinatory at times, so this one is not recom¬ 
mended for the occasional toker! 

Lineage: G-13 x Butterscotch Hawaiian [stabilized FL-Cola 
phenotype] 

Flowering time: 8 to 9 weeks 
Contact: BC Bud Depot, bcbudonline.com 
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TanGemne DReam 

(Barney’s Farm] 

The first-place winner at the 2010 
HIGH TIMES Cannabis Cup in Amster¬ 
dam, Tangerine Dream wowed judges 
with its unique sweet citrus flavor and 
robust, euphoric high. This is a classic 
sat/Va-dominant strain that delivers a 
delightfully energetic feeling and a 
fruity odor that tickles the nose with 
its tanginess. Testing at 25% THC and 
1.8% CBD, Tangerine Dream works 
wonders medicinally for a wide variety 
of ailments. The clean, bell-like and 
long-lasting “up” high is prized by pa¬ 
tients and pot nerds alike. 

Clandestine farmers will truly ap¬ 
preciate the uncharacteristically large 
yields from these sativa-e sque plants. 
They branch out nicely and can grow 
quite colossal, especially outdoors in 
full sun. The small yet supremely po¬ 
tent trichomes make some of the tasti¬ 
est and most intensely stellar hash 
around. Expect to see more harvest- 
festival awards in the future for this in¬ 
credible and bliss-inducing variety! 
Lineage: [G-13 x Afghan x Nevil’s A5 
Haze] x G-13 

Flowering time: 10 weeks 
Contact: Barney’s Farm, 
barneysfarm. com 


Check out our video of Top Ten 
Strains of 2011 


Get the free mobile app at 
http://gettag.mobi 
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Lighting Systems 
Hydroponics Systems 
Climate Controllers 
CO 2 Controls 
Grow Mediums 
Nutrients 
Timers 
Odor Control 
Pest Control 


FEATURING THE NEW 


HIGH OLjrn=UT DIGITAL. BULBS 


Call for our NEW catalog or visit our Webstore @ www.discount-hydro.com 


DH Warehouse & Superstore 
4745 Hiers Ave. 
Riverside, CA 92505 


IN THE L.A. AREA? CHECK OUT OUR 18,000 SO. FT. WAREHOUSE AND SUPERSTORE 




Life is Cooler in HD 


INTRODUCING THE STACKED 
HONEYCOMB DIFFUSER “HD” 


FROM THE INVENTOR OF THE 
PERCOLATED WATERPIPE 


Inspired by the work of 
Atmospheric Scientists 


Handcrafted bv the world's 
FINEST SCIENTIFIC GLASS ©LOWERS 


PHXGLASSiCOM 




United States Patent ^G,S 35 . 3 A£ 





1 Fully Auiomatod compile system with tlm 
Design, ycm fjtfiec* 

- ' .’ T^m 

Made from Fine Norwegian Cedar, 
prtmdes 0 Quality Choice 


Designed to hide in plain now you can 
Grow Anywhere 

Snips fast nn waiting no impetting 
Jno worries 






With Systems to Match your Goals Citlhis today! 


43WX30U X72TALL 
55 CUB. FT OF GROWING SPACE 
$2595.95 

Expandable Indoor Syste 

Massive Harvests! 


Bud Buddy 

IT 


is for 


Expand your Grow Zone wHlh Multiple Grow Stations 
Easy rip height farming mom comfortable Gtowing 
Powered Easily with Master Control 
Praiessioial Csriu&n Fiitralian and timed Co2 
IntnrqoqM Luting with olt ©itlListe cod Tubes 
Massive done system for up to 2D0 seedlings 
The Easy, Simple, Design geis you growing fester 


WWX3*X7ZTALL 
U CUB FT, OF GROWING SPACE 
p $34¥S.99 


Master Controller the folly Automated 
Control Center 

* £impe to program designed to be as easy as setting a clock 

* Push button ccrntroa for lights,odor control and cooling 

* DigM Co?, applies"on no eflra charge 

* Seif drafting nydto tubs no More struggling to change rumfents 


Bud Buddy LED 


m W3 WATT PER DIODE 
$2755.95 


ietf draining hydro tubs No More struggling to change nutoenis Hydroponics Group 

or Email Tod, Hydropoitlc5Groiip.com I 800-850-6360 
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Complete grow rooms includes 
system, lights, light hungers, in-fine Tan, 

\ carbon Filter, hygmmeter/therrnoirieter, 
timer, clip fan, and more. 

HYDRO 3X3 GROW ROOM: 3889.9fl 
HYDRO 4X4 GROW ROOM: 3989.99 
HYDRO 4X3 GROW ROOM: 31,989.99 
I SOIL 3X3 GROW ROOM: 5639.99 
SOIL 4X4 GROW ROOM: 3679,99 
/ SOIL 4X8 GROW ROOM; 51,249 99 


400 WATT HPS BULB 519.99 400 WAT I MH BULB $19?9 

600 WATT HPS BULB S3* 99 1 MO WATT MH BULB 534 09 
1 00D WATT BPS BULB 539 99 

SOf! WATT CONVERSION BULB $59 M 
1,000 DUAL ARC BULB *69.99 


Mm 


FLIP BOXES STARTING AT $134 9fi 
AIR POTS STARTING At £2 95 
4X4 GROW TENT £235 GO 
4X& GROWN TENT: 

14 SITE VALUE CLONER $42 99 
IS SITE BUBBLE CLONER: $146 95 


Complete magnetic system Includes ballast, 
bulla-, wing reflector and light hangers. 

400 WATT MAGNETIC SYSTEM: SI29.99 
600 WATT MAGNETIC SYSTEM: *169 99 
1,000 WATT MAGNETIC SYSTEM* $169.99 


L_ 


Complete digital system includes 
thmmabte digital ballast, bulb, wing 
reflector and light hangers. 

400 WATT DIGITAL SYSTEM: $127,99 
600 WATT DIGITAL SYSTEM: $165.99 
1,000 WATT DIGITAL SYSTEM: 265 99 


Complete ver£ icM system includes ballast, 
bulb & 19" eoot tube. Upgrade 10 46'’ and 6CT 
cool lubes upon request. 

4W WATT VERTICAL DIGITAL SYSTEM: 5239-99 
m WATT VERTICAL DIGITAL SYSTEM: 5299 99 
1,000 WATT VERTICAL DIGITAL SYSTEM: $349.99 

440 WATT VERTICAL MAGNETIC SYSTEM: $269.99 
m WAFT VERTICAL MAGNETIC SYSTEM: S2T9.99 
\m WATT VERTICAL MAGNETIC SYSTEM- 92M.99 


www. specialtyhydropon / c s . com 

PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED FOR ILLEGAL USE WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD & MONEY ORDERS 
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A CHRONICLE OF DIRTY MONEY STORY BY STEVEN HAGER. ILLUSTRATIONS BY JOE PRO 


“It is well enough that the people of this nation do not understand 
our banking and monetary system , for if they did , I believe there 
would be a revolution before tomorrow morning. ” 

—Henry Ford 


Just how big is the underground drug market? 
The little-known secret of banking is that some 
of the world’s most powerful banks have always 
depended on black-market money—including 
drug money—to survive. To understand the 
depth of corruption in today’s banking indus¬ 
try, it is useful to look at some of the key points 
in banking history. 

Sometime around 3DD BCE, the Roman Re¬ 
public establishes the first global currency in 
the form of metal coins. Gold and silver coins 
are minted in Rome, while bronze and copper 
coins are minted around the empire. After Rome 
gradually drains all of the silver out of its “sil¬ 
ver” coins, inflation sets in and its western em¬ 
pire collapses, opening the door for a new 
global banking authority. 

Founded in 1119, the Knights Templar are a 
religious order granted a papal exemption 
from usury laws. This highly secretive order 
begins operations by generating “letters of 
credit” for pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land. 
After falling deeply in debt to the Templars, 
the King of France outlaws the order and at¬ 
tempts to seize its assets on Friday, October 13, 
1307. The Templars’ French grandmasters are 
tortured and executed, but much of their gold 
simply vanishes. 

In 1400, the Medici Bank in Florence, Italy, 
invents double-entry bookkeeping and be¬ 
comes the world’s biggest bank for generations, 
famous for persecuting Jews and undertaking 
murder plots against other banking families in 
Italy, a country where banking continues to 
reign supreme for several more centuries. 
Meanwhile, the Jewish del Bancos become a 
dominant banking family in Venice until 
they’re forced to flee to Warburg, Germany, in 
the lGth century. The family adopts the name 
“Warburg” and becomes a powerful financial 
dynasty. Several centuries later, one of its 
scions—Paul Warburg—will become known as 
the “father of the Federal Reserve.” 


In the 1500s, Holy Roman Emperor Charles V 
of Spain institutionalizes “fractional reserve” 
banking, which means banks are allowed to 
loan out more money than they have on de¬ 
posit, thereby creating new money as debt. 

In 1600, several prominent British families 
band together to create a cartel known as the 
British East India Company. Like the Templars, 
this company will eventually maintain its own 
armies, forts and conquered lands. The East 
India Company trades in cotton, silk and tea, 
but its biggest profit-maker is opium, although 
to maximize profits, the opium must be smug¬ 
gled into China, where black-market prices 
prevail. 

The Bank of Amsterdam is created in 1609 
and becomes the only bank whose charter de¬ 
mands a 100 percent (as opposed to fractional) 
reserve—a system that lasts for 170 years. 

The Bank of England is created in 1694 and 
immediately becomes Britain’s central bank 
and the model on which all future central banks 
will be founded. It’s a private bank with an ex¬ 
clusive government contract. In 1717, Sir Isaac 
Newton establishes a mint ratio that devalues 
silver, putting England on the gold standard. 

In the early 1700s, banker and goldsmith 
Mayer Rothschild has the brilliant idea of relo¬ 
cating his sons to five banking centers in Eu¬ 
rope, thereby carefully spreading their wealth 
around to protect it from the sort of seizure that 
destroyed the Templars. 

Meanwhile, during a trip to England, Ben¬ 
jamin Franklin is asked why the American 
colonies seemingly have no unemployment 
while mother England is full of homeless beg¬ 
gars. He replies: “In the Colonies, we issue our 
own paper money. It is called ‘Colonial Scrip.’ 

We control its purchasing power and we have 
no interest to pay to no one.” This comes as a 
surprise to the British bankers, who quickly de¬ 
mand that colonial scrip be outlawed, cutting 
the colonies’ money supply in half. 


In 1785, not long after the Revolutionary War, 
the US adopts a silver standard. The biggest con¬ 
troversy of the new nation concerns whether to 
establish a privately held central bank. Alexan¬ 
der Hamilton lobbies for it, while Thomas Jeffer¬ 
son argues strongly against it. The first Bank of 
the United States is created in 1792. Public out¬ 
cry is so great, however, that it dissolves in 1811. 

In Europe, the Rothschilds—generally con¬ 
sidered the most successful banking family in 
history—gain significant power after the Battle 
of Waterloo by spreading rumors of a 
Napoleonic victory, which creates an ex¬ 
ploitable financial panic. 

The second Bank of the United States is cre¬ 
ated in 1816 by President James Madison and 
lasts until 1833, when it is killed by President 
Andrew Jackson. There is no central bank in the 
US for the next 73 years. Jackson will always 
consider killing the central bank his greatest 
achievement. 

In 1832, the Order of Skull and Bones is cre¬ 
ated at Yale University. It’s the first American 
branch of an elite German secret society. Many 
of the original members come from families in¬ 
volved with the East India Company’s opium 
cartel. 

In 1857, a banking panic spreads through¬ 
out North America as the economy sours and 
several banks fail. Former Tories who had sup¬ 
ported England during the Revolutionary War 
quietly fund the abolitionist movement. Unfor¬ 
tunately, President Abraham Lincoln goes 
along with the emerging war plans. However, 
Lincoln refuses to borrow money since the 
banks demand over 2D percent interest. Lin¬ 
coln prints his own debt-free paper money, 
dubbed “greenbacks.” 

After the Civil War, J.P. Morgan emerges as 
the dominant financial power in North America 
due to his war profiteering (including traffick¬ 
ing in defective weapons). But Morgan isn’t 
alone: The Rockefellers, Camegies, Mellons and 
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many other names from 
the Social Register all 
make fortunes during 
and after the Civil War, 
and almost all are de¬ 
voted Anglophiles with 
deep connections to 
British banks. 

England continues on 
the gold standard, while 
the United States remains 
on a bimetallic standard 
(gold and silver). But in 
1873, in what becomes 
known as the “Crime of 
73,” Congress demone¬ 
tizes silver. In 1896, 

William Jennings Bryan 
runs for president, cam¬ 
paigning to restore the 
bimetallic standard. His 
opponent, William McKin¬ 
ley, is the approved can¬ 
didate of Wall Street. 

Bryan becomes known as 
“the lion” for his fiery 
speeches, so McKinley 
brands him the “cowardly 
lion” on account of his opposition to war. The 
Wizard of Oz is an allegory for this famous 
struggle and provides the inspiration for the 
same character. 

In 1871, the privately held Reichsbank be¬ 
comes the central bank of the newly created 
German empire, replacing 31 separate Prussian 
central banks, all of which had been issuing 
money. 

In 1910, Senator Nelson Aldrich organizes a 
secret meeting on Jekyll Island. The meeting in¬ 
cludes Paul Warburg, Frank Vanderlip, Henry P. 
Davison, Charles Norton and Benjamin Strong. 
Warburg is the primary architect of a plan for a 
private banking cartel in the US. Later that 
year, an economic depression occurs following 
enforcement of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, 
while in 1911, the Supreme Court breaks up 
Standard Oil, at the time the largest corpora¬ 
tion in the world. The Federal Reserve Act is 
passed on December 23,1913, while most of Con¬ 
gress is on holiday. It is hyped as protection 
against future depressions. 

Hamburg banker Max Warburg (brother of 
Paul) becomes chief advisor to the German 
Kaiser Wilhelm II at the start of World War I. 
Meanwhile, in 1915, the US “robber barons” pool 
their funds to create the America International 
Corporation (AIC). In March 1917, Czar Nicolas II 
of Russia abdicates following the February Rev¬ 
olution. Germany and Wall Street back the ex¬ 
iled Bolsheviks to return to Russia and subvert 
the democracy that is spontaneously emerging. 
In April 1917, the US enters World War I. Six 
months later, the fully funded October counter¬ 
revolution sweeps Lenin into power. 

In 1925,1.G. Farben is formed through the 
merger of six major corporations in Germany 


and instantly becomes the dominant corpora¬ 
tion in Europe, referred to simply as “the car¬ 
tel.” It’s the fourth-largest corporation in the 
world, behind only General Motors, US Steel and 
the downsized Standard Gil. 

In 1928, the Federal Reserve begins raising 
interest rates to slow market speculation. One 
year later, Wall Street crashes, creating the 
Great Depression. 

In 1930, the Bank for International Settle¬ 
ments (BIS) is formed in Basel, Switzerland, os¬ 
tensibly to facilitate German war reparations. 
Actually, however, BIS is designed to function 
as a central bank to the privately held central 
banks. Participating countries are required to 
stockpile gold in Basel, and this gold is used to 
settle debts between nations. By international 
treaty, BIS is immune from government inter¬ 
ference or taxation and can never be audited. 
From its inception, the leadership of BIS is dom¬ 
inated by the powerful Nazis who have just as¬ 
sumed control of Germany. 

In 1934, two-time Congressional Medal of 
Honor winner Major General Smedley Butler 
tries to blow the whistle on a Wall Street plot to 
remove President Franklin Roosevelt and es¬ 
tablish a military dictatorship in the US. Butler 
pretends to go along with this plot in order to 
identify the major sponsors and then presents 
his evidence to an embarrassed Congress, 
which immediately goes into private session 
and circles the wagons to protect the guilty. 

The following year, Butler publishes his book 
War Is a Racket 

I.G. Farben becomes a major sponsor and 
chief corporate cheerleader for Adolf Hitler’s 
conquests. At the start of World War II, the com¬ 
pany holds more shares of Standard Oil than 


any other entity except 
the Rockefeller family. 
Strangely, many Wall 
Street companies con¬ 
tinue to do business 
with Germany through¬ 
out the war, most no¬ 
tably Standard Oil. The 
Luftwaffe, in fact, is de¬ 
pendent on fuel from 
Standard Oil. 

Immediately after 
the war, American forces 
are headquartered at I.G. 
Farben’s main office 
while hundreds of Nazi 
war criminals, scientists 
and intelligence opera¬ 
tives are aided in disap¬ 
pearing into North and 
South America. Those 
that remain in Europe 
are recruited into a se¬ 
cret stay-behind net¬ 
work dubbed “Gladio” to 
foment both left- and 
right-wing terror opera¬ 
tions during the Cold 
War. According to former SS Commander Paul 
Hausser, the foreign divisions of the Nazi SS be¬ 
come the foundation for NATO. 

During the war, the Germans and Japanese 
systematically steal gold from occupied coun¬ 
tries now worth trillions of dollars, almost all of 
which disappears. Much of the German gold is 
washed through BIS, while the Japanese gold is 
slowly recovered from booby-trapped burial 
sites in the Philippines. Military intelligence 
operative Paul Helliwell is involved in this re¬ 
covery. Completely cloaked via national-secu¬ 
rity policy, this “Black Eagle Fund” is devised 
and orchestrated by Henry Stimson, a member 
of Yale’s Skull and Bones. In 1951, Helliwell sets 
up the Sea Supply Corporation to provide 
weapons to Taiwan and Thailand. The company 
immediately becomes involved with opium. 

In 1952, the Reece Committee on Tax-Exempt 
Foundations is created by Congress to investi- 
gate support by major corporate foundations 
for communism. Banker Norman Dodd is ap¬ 
pointed chief investigator and eventually con¬ 
cludes that the Rockefeller, Ford and Carnegie 
foundations are deliberately weakening indi¬ 
vidual freedoms in order to allow central gov¬ 
ernment to assume greater power. 

In June 1963, President John F. Kennedy in¬ 
structs his Treasury Secretary to issue $4 bil¬ 
lion in debt-free silver certificates. JFK plans to 
end the oil industry’s depletion allowance and 
“break the CIA into a thousand pieces.” David 
Rockefeller writes an op-ed in the New York 
Times blasting JFK's policies. Kennedy will be 
dead a few months later. 

In 1964, Helliwell creates the Castle Bank in 
Freeport, the Bahamas, although the bank won’t 
be operational for another three years. It soon 
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becomes the bank of 
choice for the CIA and 
organized crime, espe¬ 
cially Meyer Lansky. 

An IRS investigation 
into the bank is 
quickly shut down. 

In 1973, the Nugan 
Hand bank is founded 
in Sydney, Australia, 
by an Australian mob¬ 
ster and a former 
Green Beret involved in 
the opium trade. It will 
become the CIA and 
Mafia’s favorite bank 
for many years follow¬ 
ing the demise of Cas¬ 
tle Bank. Nugan Hand 
creates branches 
around the world run 
by retired high-rank¬ 
ing military officers. 

When a scandal breaks 
out regarding the 
bank’s involvement in 
Australian politics, 

Frank Nugan is mur¬ 
dered and Michael Hand vanishes. 

The Bank of Credit and Commerce Interna¬ 
tional (BCCI) was registered in Luxembourg by 
a Pakistani financier in 1972. After the fall of 
Nugan Hand, however, it quickly becomes the 
seventh-largest private bank in the world, with 
4DD branches in 78 countries. BCCI is heavily 
involved with the CIA and organized crime in 
money laundering, drug running, illegal arms 
sales and terrorism. 

In 1980, Charlotte Iserbyt, senior policy advi¬ 
sor in the Office of Educational Research, has a 
chance encounter with Norman Dodd and be¬ 
comes so upset with the corruption of the educa¬ 
tion system that she publishes The Deliberate 
Dumbing Down of America. Iserbyt leaks her fa¬ 
ther’s Skull and Bones membership directory to 
economist Antony Sutton, who has been expos¬ 
ing Wall Street’s connections to Nazi Germany 
and the Soviet Union. 

In 1982, CIA director William Casey gets a 
legal exemption sparing any members of the 
CIA from reporting on drug smuggling by CIA 
officers, agents or assets. 

In 1986, famed drug runner Barry Seal— 
who has threatened to blow the whistle on CIA 
drug smuggling—is murdered in Baton Rouge, 
LA, after Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North re¬ 
veals Seal’s work as an informant in the Iran- 
contra hearings, which are controlled by 
Bonesman John Kerry. 

In 1988, Pan Am 103 blows up over Scot¬ 
land. The plane carries four intelligence 
agents returning to Washington, DC, to blow 
the whistle on controlled deliveries of heroin 
out of the Bekaa Valley. Pan Am learns this 
after hiring former Mossad agent Juval Aviv 
to investigate the incident. 


In 1990, Pete Brewton of the Houston Post 
uncovers evidence linking the CIA and Mafia to 
the looting of dozens of savings-and-loans over 
the previous decade. The bailout of the failed 
savings-and-loan industry eventually costs US 
taxpayers more than the Vietnam War. 

In 1991, after the British media reports that 
BCCI is providing arms to Iran and funding ter¬ 
rorists, the bank is forced to close and liqui¬ 
date. BCCI pays $10 million in fines and forfeits 
$550 million in American assets. It goes down 
as the largest forfeiture in history. 

In 1996, investigative reporter Gary Webb 
publishes evidence linking the spread of crack 
in Los Angeles to the CIA’s contra-supply net¬ 
work. He is crucified in the media and loses his 
journalism career. Although no one will ever 
disprove a single one of his reported facts, 

Webb later commits suicide after defaulting on 
his mortgage. 

In 1999, Alexander Hamilton’s prestigious 
Bank of New York is discovered laundering bil¬ 
lions for Semion Mogilevich, the Meyer Lansky 
of Russia. The bank eventually pays a paltry 
$38 million to settle two criminal probes 
against it. At the time, the case is dubbed “the 
biggest financial scandal of all time,” but not a 
single member of the bank’s executive staff is 
indicted. Court records reveal interactions be¬ 
tween bank executives and organized-crime 
figures, as well as massive worldwide fraud, 
drug and weapon trafficking, and murder-for- 
hire. Billions transferred through the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund and intended for Russia 
remain unaccounted for. 

□n September ID, 2001, Donald Rumsfeld 
goes on national television to admit that the 
Pentagon cannot account for $2.3 trillion—a 


story that evaporates the 
following day as essential 
financial records at the 
Pentagon are destroyed 
on 9/11. 

Between 2003 and 2004, 
$9 billion goes missing 
from Federal Reserve 
transfers to Iraq. Appar¬ 
ently, the missing money 
belongs to Iraq. 

In 2005, whistler-blower 
Martin Woods exposes 
massive drug-money laun¬ 
dering inside Wachovia 
Bank. The complex court 
case drags on for years. 

In 2006, Felipe Calderon 
becomes president of Mex¬ 
ico and vows to capture or 
kill the country's drug lords 
and their associates, set¬ 
ting off a brutal wave of vio¬ 
lence that takes 40,000 lives 
over the next five years, 
though it will have little im¬ 
pact on drug distribution. 

In July 2007, the Mexican 
drug cartels abruptly stop feeding cash into the 
global banking system, possibly fearing confis¬ 
cation. Exactly one month later, many banks 
line up at the New York Federal Reserve's dis¬ 
count window for injections of cash—a sign of 
impending crisis that inadvertently initiates a 
silent run which will blow up the housing bubble 
and threaten to bring down the global financial 
system. Congress commits around $4 trillion for 
bailouts. The Federal Reserve demands total se¬ 
crecy, but Antonio Maria Costa, head of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, ad¬ 
mits that over $300 billion in drug money is used 
to rescue the system. Costa declines to identify 
the banks involved and says the drug money is 
now “part of the official system.” 

In 2009, Wachovia finally settles. The bank 
confesses to laundering $378 billion in drug 
profits over several years. But it pays only $160 
million in fines, which represents less than 2 
percent of its annual profits. 

Unfortunately, this is probably just the tip 
of the iceberg. International banking is a dirty 
business and has been for a long time. Appar¬ 
ently, it’s not a problem as long as the drug 
lords and local mafias use CIA-connected 
banks. Over the last few generations, however, 
the corruption involved in these operations 
seems to have grown, judging by the size of 
the crimes being committed. 

□ne wonders what our real economy might 
look like without all this thievery to drag it 
down. Rest assured, banks will continue to pay 
nominal fines if caught laundering drug money, 
while most banks will never get caught. Why 
would they, when no whistle-blower has ever 
emerged victorious and the taxpayers are al¬ 
ways available to pick up the tab? ^ 
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THE HIGH TIMES INTERVIEW WITH DR. HARRY LEVINE. INTERVIEW S PHOTOS BY DAN SKYE 

With over eight million people and counting-New York is the biggest city in the US (over twice the size of Los Angeles] and has long enjoyed a 
reputation for its liberal politics. But if you’re a pot smoker in the Big Apple, beware—especially if you’re black or Latino. In 2010, New York City 
spent $75 million or more arresting and jailing over 50,000 people for possessing small amounts of marijuana. Most of them were in their late 
teens or early twenties, and nearly 90 percent were people of color. 

Dr. Harry Levine, professor of sociology at Queens College, City University of New York, has been documenting this ongoing horror show for the 
past six years. He grew up in the NYC borough of Queens but received his doctorate from the University of California at Berkeley. He taught there 
for a while, but returned to New York City in 1979 “like a fish to water.” 

He describes himself as “a historian trapped in the body of a sociologist,” but his research-which describes an urban police force grinding out 
record numbers of marijuana arrests and local politicians who have utterly failed their constituents-reads like a tragedy, pure and simple. 


How did you get started in this particular area of 
research? 

When I was a graduate student at Berkeley, I got 
a job at a research institute that did surveys 
about drinking practices. It became the first so¬ 
cial-science center studying drinking practices. I 
wound up becoming their historian, studying al¬ 
most anything with the word “alcohol” in the title. 

Did this become part of your Berkeley studies? 

My dissertation focused on the anti-alcohol or 
temperance movement and the rise of alcohol 
prohibition. I spent about 10 years studying vari¬ 
ous facets of the long story of alcohol in America. 
It always seemed to me that, if I had lived during 
Prohibition, I would have taken it on. 

So how did you get involved in Drug War re¬ 
search? 

In 1985, Ronald Reagan heated up the War on 
Drugs with crack as its focus. The newspapers re¬ 
ported that my immediate neighborhood [West 
108th to 110th Street in New York City] was a 
crack hotspot—except where was it? I parked my 
car in a garage and every day walked home sev¬ 
eral blocks through the supposed crack-dealing 
'hood, but I couldn’t find a crack vial. The New 
York Times wrote that this long-time barrio was a 
neighborhood where people left their doors un¬ 
locked until crack came along. That’s nonsense. 
The Times was publishing fiction. With Craig 
Reinarman, I began writing about the exaggerated 
claims, and eventually the book Crack in America. 

I also helped edit Marijuana Myths, Marijuana 
Facts with my friends, the late Dr. John Morgan 
and Lynn Zimmer. For a couple more years, I 
studied national and global drug prohibition. In 
the end, I decided I had picked the wrong drug. I 
taught a course on drug policy and drug issues. 
And the students would tell me: “Don’t teach us 
about crack, teach us about marijuana!” 


Okay p you're off crack now. Tell us about your 
pot research. 

Lynn Zimmer kept telling me that New York City 
was making astronomical numbers of marijuana 
arrests. Marijuana researcher Jon Gettmann, 
who I now work with, had gotten FBI arrest sta¬ 
tistics. He looked at US counties larger than 
200,000 and ranked them according to the rate of 
marijuana arrests. Five of the top 10 counties in 
the US, in terms of the per capita rate of mari¬ 
juana arrests, were Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens, 
Manhattan and Staten Island—all five of New 
York City’s boroughs. 

First I tried to get arrest information from the 
police department—I was brutally naive about 
that. But I did discover I could get the arrest data 
from New York State, broken down by race, age 
and gender. At first, I made simple black-and- 
white graphs that I’d show people I knew. I pre¬ 
sented them at some conferences, and I’d go to 
Christmas parties and social events and bring 
them along. I became a bore. 


Levine shows the graph. 



Oh my God! 

That’s what everybody would say. 

Now before we go any further, doesn't New York 
have a “legal possession" law? 

A decriminalized possession law. In 1977, the 
New York State Legislature passed and the gov¬ 
ernor signed the Marijuana Reform Act. Before 
then, marijuana was included under the Rocke¬ 
feller Drug Laws, and white, middle-class college 
students had been getting five-year sentences for 
a few ounces of pot. Constituents of the governor 
and of the legislature were freaking out. 

The 1977 law created a new, separate section 
of the New York State penal code just for mari¬ 
juana. To this day, simple marijuana posses¬ 
sion—of 25 grams or less, about seven-eighths of 
an ounce—is a “violation,” the lowest charge in 
New York law. If there is a bit of pot in your 
pocket, purse, backpack, home, in the trunk of 
your car, glove compartment, briefcase or what¬ 
ever, it’s a violation—to some extent similar to a 
traffic offense. It’s punishable by a $100 fine and 
is not a crime. Any amount over 25 grams, or any 
amount that is burning or in public view, is a mis¬ 
demeanor—a crime, an arrestable and finger- 
printable offense. 

The law was explicitly designed to reduce the 
arrests of young people for possessing and using 
marijuana and erase the stigma of criminal 
records. The spirit of that law—and, to some ex¬ 
tent, the letter of that law—was respected from 
1977 up into the early 1990s. 

What changed? 

It started with [former New York Mayor Rudy] 
Giuliani. His administration had three police 
commissioners. The first was Bill Bratton, until 
recently police chief in Los Angeles. Bratton is 
regarded as the chief author of “quality of life’’ 
policing—what I would call “misdemeanor-heavy 
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policing.” He went after low-level offenses—but 
not marijuana. Under Bratton, marijuana-pos¬ 
session arrests went up a bit, but not dramati¬ 
cally. 

However, Bratton got himself on the cover of 
Time magazine. Giuliani was viciously jealous, 
fired Bratton and brought in Howard Safir—color¬ 
less, odorless, tasteless—and he let Giuliani have 
the spotlight. But Safir was a narc. He had spent 
years at what we now call the DEA. When he 
joined in 1965, it was still the Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics. Safir had spent a long time as a high- 
level administrator in the Federal Bureau of Nar¬ 
cotics, and then with the DEA. He knew Giuliani 
from the early Reagan years, when Giuliani was 
associate attorney general. They were of like 
mind, and Safir had no problem radically expand¬ 
ing the number of marijuana-possession arrests. 

Under Safir and Giuliani, cops were encour¬ 
aged to arrest and jail people simply for possess¬ 
ing small amounts of marijuana. For the police 
department, making marijuana arrests accom¬ 
plished several things at once. Serious crime was 
dropping nationally—from 1990 to 2000, crime 
dropped almost everywhere in the United States 
and very heavily in New York, possibly because it 
was artificially high during the crack years. If re¬ 
ported crime is going down, what does the NYPD 
do with all those officers? Their answer was pro¬ 
active policing: go out and chase misdemeanors 
in the same way that police are ordered to go on 
parking-ticket blitzes. 

How was that achieved? 

Stop-and-frisks. Police stop black and Latino 
men in their neighborhoods, ask for ID, pat them 
down, go in their pockets. The cops, as they put it, 
were looking for contraband—something that 
you’re legally not allowed to have. But mostly they 
find marijuana and make custodial arrests: hand¬ 
cuffs, back to the police station, fingerprints, pho¬ 


tographs and a night in New York’s deplorable 
jails. They want to get the fingerprints and photo¬ 
graphs for their databases, and they’d love to get 
DNA. They put people on suspect lists. Police de¬ 
partments live and die on data, and there is no re¬ 
straint on their ambition to do those things. 

If someone's pot isn't in public view, how can 
that person get arrested? 

According to New York State law, as long as the 
weed stays in your pocket or possessions, it’s a 
violation and not a crime. However, once the 
marijuana is “open to public view,” it is techni¬ 
cally, legally, formally a misdemeanor. Two- 
thirds to three-quarters of those arrested were 
not smoking or openly displaying their mari¬ 
juana in any form. 

Cops stop people and do one of several 
things. Very often they just put their hands in peo¬ 
ple’s pockets or order them to empty their pock¬ 
ets. This is not legal, but it happens in New York 
and every other major city every day. But police 
can also legally trick people. In the course of a 
pat-down, they’ll say something like, “You don’t 
mind if I search you? You don’t have anything to 
hide, do you?” Young people who respond that 
they have nothing to hide are technically giving 
legal permission to a search. 

Cops also “ask” people to empty their pock¬ 
ets, saying: “If you have anything you’re not sup¬ 
posed to have, take it and show it to us now.” Or 
they’ll say, “We’re going to have to search you.” 
Legally, they’re not allowed to search, but they 
are legally allowed to say that they’re going to 
search you. They’re allowed to lie. If they trick 
someone into allowing a search or taking out 
their marijuana, the pot is now “open to public 
view” and technically a crime in New York. 

Is there any financial benefit for New York City 
by increasing pot arrests? 


There are only more costs. Policing is expensive, 
jails are expensive, and courts are expensive. 
However, the police department is relatively 
wealthy, with a $4 billion yearly budget—which 
doesn’t even include pension money. The police 
department can afford to do this, and thus far 
there is no political power strong enough to make 
them stop. But the arrests do not make money, 
and they now cost about $2,000 apiece, or about 
$100 million a year. 

If it's of no benefit, how does the machine keep 
going? 

The top commanders in the NYPD order them, 
but many ordinary patrol cops and narcotics cops 
don't mind making these arrests. Why? The pot 
arrests are safe. Police work can be dangerous. If 
you stop teenagers and young people with mari¬ 
juana, you’re not going to get shot; you’re not 
going to get stabbed. 

As one cop put it to me, when you arrest 
somebody, you’re married to the person, physi¬ 
cally connected. The people arrested are in the 
squad car, the cops take fingerprints—and they 
literally hold the person’s hand to do that. The ar¬ 
resting officers may accompany the people to 
court, may sit next to them at various points. 
Marijuana smokers, by and large, are not smelly, 
they’re not dirty, they don’t have tuberculosis, 
they’re not scuzzy. If you have to spend three or 
four hours in their company, they’re relatively 
high-quality people to spend time with. 

Police officers in New York City can make 
money through overtime—they call it “collars for 
dollars.” The best way to get overtime is to make 
an arrest at the end of a shift. So the cops find a 
teenager with a bit of weed in his pocket half an 
hour before their shift is over. The cops bring the 
teenager back to the station, and now they’ve got 
three or four hours of relatively pleasant, easy 
overtime. Not only do the arresting officers get 
overtime, but their immediate supervisors get 
overtime, because they have to supervise officers 
who are still hanging around. 

Police departments have always lived by 
numbers, but since computerization in the 1990s, 
tracking officer productivity has been an obses¬ 
sion of police commanders up and down the line. 
Better assignments and promotions depend on 
productivity. So ordinary cops like the pot arrests 
because the policy helps them succeed in the 
system. Marijuana-possession arrests actually do 
improve the quality of life—for police. 

Also, if something big comes up in the city, 
like a fire, a bombing, the president’s in town, 
there’s a water-main break—some kind of cri¬ 
sis—NYPD commanders can pull cops off low- 
level arrests of all kinds, marijuana among 
them, and shift them over. Nobody cares, nobody 
knows, and no ongoing investigation is inter¬ 
rupted. There’s no downside. For example, in 
2001 when Giuliani was mayor, the city was on 
track to break the pot-arrest record of 2000— 
until the morning of September 11th. Suddenly, 
the police had more important things to do. The 
month-by-month data for 2011 shows almost no 
arrests were made in the rest of September, Oc¬ 
tober, November and December. 

Finally, police commanders like marijuana 
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arrests because they’re absolutely the best way 
to get the fingerprints and photographs of those 
who were never before in the system. Nothing 
the police can do will get more young people 
and new people—especially young people of 
color—into the criminal databases than mari¬ 
juana arrests. 

Current Mayor Michael Bloomberg said he 
smoked marijuana and liked it. He must sup¬ 
port this policy. 

He’s despicable. He doesn’t care about the peo¬ 
ple who suffer from his policies. It’s important 
to understand that nearly 90 percent of the peo¬ 
ple being arrested are young blacks and Lati¬ 
nos. By and large, the arrests are not motivated 
by personal racism on the part of individual po¬ 
lice officers. Some of the cops are themselves 
blacks or Latinos. They’re expected to make 
these arrests, they know what they’re doing, 
and they carry on. It isn’t overt racism, but 
there’s this agreement that it’s okay to do this to 
these people; it’s legitimate. 

Sounds pretty racist to me. 

It is, especially at the level of 
NYPD commanders. But the 
patrol cops are pawns. There 
are cops who don’t want to 
do this, and many find this 
pretty offensive—stupid as 
well. Veteran police know it’s 
a waste of time and money. 

Nobody believes it reduces 
crime, but they send new cops out there with 
arrest quotas. They’re assigned to do stop-and- 
frisks, write tickets and make arrests. If they’re 
assigned to Central Harlem, Washington 
Heights, the South Bronx or Bed-Stuy, then 
they’re going to be stopping blacks and Latinos. 

NYPD commanders aren’t so anxious for 
cops to be doing stop-and-frisks in white, mid¬ 
dle-class and wealthier neighborhoods like the 
Upper West Side and Upper East Side. Marijuana 
arrests in predominately white neighborhoods 
are low—and the wealthier and whiter the area, 
the lower the arrest rates. The arrest rates in 
neighborhoods like East Harlem are 100 times 
higherthan in Bloomberg’s Upper East Side. 

One reason that our research about the 
NYPD’s marijuana arrests has gotten attention 
and legitimacy is because of the enormous gap 
between what most New Yorkers think the po¬ 
lice do, and what the police department is actu¬ 
ally doing. The police are creating permanent 
criminal records for the young people ar¬ 
rested—the exact opposite of what the 1977 
New York State law intended. 

The scale of what’s happening in New York 
City is huge. The NYPD makes 350,000 arrests a 
year, 250,000 of which are misdemeanors. So 
the 50,000 marijuana-possession arrests con¬ 
stitute 25 percent of all misdemeanor arrests in 
New York City, and one out of every seven ar¬ 
rests for anything. In New York City, more peo¬ 
ple are arrested and charged with marijuana 
possession than for any other crime whatsoever. 


Beyond the humiliation of the arrest and a 
night in jail, what are the consequences for the 
people arrested? 

The collateral consequences are by far the 
worst part of all this. Everyone arrested has a 
permanent criminal record, now easily found on 
the Internet through commercial database firms 
for $20 or less. Employers, landlords, schools, 
banks, credit agencies, licensing boards and 
others routinely check them. One arrest for 
marijuana possession can show up on the data¬ 
bases as a “drug offense” without explanation. 
Because it’s young, low-income people who are 
mostly arrested for pot possession—especially 
young people of color—the marijuana arrests 
create enormous economic and career barriers. 
The legal scholar Michelle Alexander calls this 
“the new Jim Crow,” because it accomplishes 
the same kind of discrimination that legal seg¬ 
regation did. That is a perfect name for this 
awful policy. 

Are you optimistic about this policy changing? 

Yes. A threshold has been 
crossed. Call it generational 
consciousness; quantitative 
change has turned into quali¬ 
tative change. I think that the 
undoing of George Bush and 
the lies that initiated and sus¬ 
tained the war in Iraq— 
weapons of mass destruction 
and so forth—have made it 
easier to see that other wars, 
including the Drug War, are 
founded on lies. The one drug that most people 
know about—the one drug that has penetrated 
more deeply into ordinary American life than 
any other by far—is marijuana. 

New York City is doing what nearly every 
major county and city in America is doing: mak¬ 
ing large numbers of marijuana arrests and dis¬ 
proportionately arresting blacks and Latinos. 
The New York State Legislature will probably do 
something to radically reduce the number of 
these arrests in New York City. It will literally 
take the State Legislature to tell the NYPD that 
it can’t do this anymore. 

The civil-rights movement has woken up 
about the Drug War. At its recent convention, the 
NAACP took a strong stand against the War on 
Drugs, and I think it will soon attack the racist 
marijuana arrests throughout the United States. 
That will bring in progressive—meaning lib¬ 
eral-forces of all kinds. More liberals show up 
to vote whenever there is a marijuana-legaliza¬ 
tion issue on the ballot, especially where there 
are substantial numbers of blacks and Latinos. 
Soon, state legislators, congressmen and others 
will be joining this growing concerted attack on 
the War on Drugs. 

Marijuana arrests now constitute nearly half 
of all drug arrests in the US. So it will take work 
and organization, but the marijuana arrests can 
be reduced and, I believe, ultimately eliminated. 
The times, they are a-changing. ^ 

For more info , visit marijuana-arrests.org. 
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l>i.v of tlj|C crop 


A lick of some Medical 
Black Cherry Cheese Cake 
from Southern Oregon. 
Super Silver Haze x Big 
Buddha Cheese x Black 
Cherry Cola = Black Cherry 
Cheese Cake. I grew this 
using the light deprivation 
technique and finished July 
2011. — MysticLyon 
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ETOX 

FOR LESS 


PRODUCTS FOR URINE, SALIVA, AND HAIR 


.corn 


PASS YOUR 
TEST NOW! 

200% Money Back Guaranteed!* 


ENTER COUPON CODE 
FOR 5% OFF YOUft ORDER 


1 - 877 - 420-3386 

WWW.DETOXFORLESS.COM 


CHECK LOCAI ST*TE AND FEDt R* L LAWS &ETOHE OHDERlS’G 


Detox for Less is a division of 
mSLS 513 Ventures, LLC 

■r> il T iS l PO Box 389228 

Money Order Cincinnati, OH 45238 


We ship to the USA 

jPPifSI 

snd Canada! 
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UAINEMJtK 


QUICK FIX 

The Best Selling Synthetic 
Novelty Urine on the Market! 
Available in 2oz & 3oz Sizes! 
Reg:$35 3ur Price:$29.95 

EMERGENCY CAPSULES 

Ultimate Cleansing Formula! 
Designed to start working 
in just 45 minutes! 

Reg:$35 Our Pnce:$29.95 

DETOX DRINK 

5 Hour Temporary Detox Flush 
For Individuals UNDER 200!bs 
99.87% Success Rate! 

Reg:$35 Our Price!$29.95 

URINE LUCK 

Totally Undetectable! 

The Latest Formula! 
Perfect for Heavy Users 

Reg:$35 


'ill I pallets rdl Dr gujrnitepd 544 websH r I nr dilatlF, 



When you want to offer your customers 

y best herbal blends available, turn to 


In 16 different flavors 


All of our products are manufactured using only top quality ingredients, proudly manufactured and packaged in the U SA 




















tofoc of the croh 


Super Lemon Haze harvested around 11 
weeks. This particular plant was the cream 
of the crop. It tasted just like honey. Me and 
my father grow medical together in 
P-otsego Michigan. 

We have some Exodus 
Cheese. Headband and 
Kalashnikova in 
the works as well. 

—Cheech 
and Sassage 
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I've never submitted before 
but I've been a longtime 
reader! Here's a pic of some 
of my buds sweating in a jar 
before they're done curing. 
It was grown just outside 
Halifax County in Nova 
Scotia, Canada. Enjoy! 

—Kasper K. 
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At Alternative Lifesi yle Systems 
understand the sensitivity behind your lifest; 
choices. 


That’s why we ship only the highest 
products in non descript packaging, at 
lowest possible price. :« 



Our products work. That’s why it's i) 
a 100% guarantee. 


Keep your privates, and your private life 
private with ALS. 



number one choice for Synthetic U rin 


WHZZ+KT 


THE 




+ 




WORKS EVERY TIME! 
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WHIZZ KIT 


°l? AI 
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The Makers of the Whizzinator are pleased to 
announce the All New Whizz Kit by Alternative 
Lifestyle Stystems-The first ever PREMIXED 
Refutable Urine Kit. Includes: Over 3oz of Premixed 
Synthetic Urine, Two Organic Heat Pads, 1 Syringe, 
and 1 Instruction Manual. 


This Kit Includes: 

1 Whizzinator XXX Strap-On 
4 Heat Packs 
1 Syringe 

1 Freeze Dried Synthetic Urine Sample 
1 Condom 


Shop Online Now Calf Today 
wwwJHEALSSHOP.com I (888) 895-70 

Do not use iJluijnlly. fallow all federal, and Idcji taws when using this product, 


VISA 


DISC VER 
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me hash tips in the pics were achieved using TGA's super 
soil mix and TGA's Cheese Quake seeds so my hat's off to 
Subcool always. But more importantly to me they were 
grown under two Hydroponics Hut Pro-Grow 550 LEDs 
from hydroponicshut.com. —Tricky "D" Labs 


Pix of the Crop is reader-driven. Your submissions make all the stoners of the world dream of kind nugs. Send pictures (no Polaroids), tips, questions and stories to: 
HIGH TIMES, 419 Park Avenue South, 16th floor, New York, NY 10016. Digital photos can be e-mailed to mailbagldhightimes.com and must be hi-res for publication. Remember, 
by submitting photograph(s) you thereby grant permission to the publisher to reprint photograph(s) in HIGH TIMES, as well as in any other Trans-High Corp. publication. 
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T.H.Seeds 




THINK BIG! 

Proven to harvest the biggest plants! 

A ij :>up ci expert Qrowers from CctonrrtJKi professionally tes¬ 
ted !2- r seen varieties frcm 14 major Dutch Seed companies 
The tap 3 producing varieties were all from T,H Seeds They 
also noted that tie T.H,Seeds varieties were the easiest to 
marectire (he mosl dense and contained the most resin 

As rappiM rpp if«^ nac irogaEire Trt Colin nafpcjr^ 


NOW AVAILABLE: 

+* New packaging 
m Feminized varieriea' 
Mk-umo -. SAM H r A-if-sin*. 
Bum es# Ku&h” and Kusha^ 




T.H.Seeds 1 Ajnsrefdam r+31 (0) 20 4211702 inlo^fn seeds, com 
Check tor yojr local disfribuiors online g \ www.fhseeds.com 
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Now at home 


at Serious Seeds 


Developed by Magus Genetics 


Serious Seeds 


Double Dutch 

Best of 2 dutch seedbanks sweetness 
,ja - j/ of Warlock and yield of Chronic 


Biddy Early 

arty, mold-resistant 
outdoor si rain with 
sweet candy lasie 


Motavatron 

Combines overwhelming 
body-stoned wrfch strong 
creative head-high 


Our classic strains 


Bubble Gum J X 
Kali Mist 7 7 


Chronic 


11 regular seeds or 
6 feminized seeds 
In a tube 


White Russian 


For info: Postbus 1239, 1440 BE Pumerend, 
The Netherlands, info@seriousseeds.com 

www.seriousseeds.com 
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HICK TIMES MIDICAl MARK UAH A 


To advertise in this listing call John McCooe at (212) 387-0500, ext. 230. 
Consult your local physician about issues associated with medical marijuana use. 


CALIFORNIA 

Alternate Natural Solutions Inc. 
8477 Enterprise Dr. 

Jamestown, CA 95327 
(209) 352-6779 
www.altnatsol.com 
“Home of the 5 dollar gram” 

BCCP 

1928 N. Chester Ave. Suite B 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
Phone: (661) 399-8551 
Fax: (661) 399-9349 
bccpcollective@gmail.com 
“Monday thru Saturday, 10 AM to 9 
PM--Sunday 12 PM to 7 PM” 

Cannahelp Collective 

505 East Industrial Place. Suite A 

Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Phone: (760) 327-2504 

Fax: (760) 327-2538 

www.cannahelp.com 

info@cannahelp.com 

“$10 grams! Serving the medical 

community since 2005.” 

Coffee Shop Blue Sky 

37717th Street 

Oakland, CA 94612 

(510) 251-0690 

Open 9am-8pm Mon-Sat, 

10am-6pm Sunday 

www.Oaksterdamgiftshop.com 

Emmalyn’s California Cannabis Clinic 
Cross street: Howard- 21112th St. 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Phone: (415) 861-1000 
Fax: (415) 861-5237 
emmalynscannabisclinic.com 
emmalynsccc@yahoo.com 

Grassroots Solutions 
(888) 798-4915 
Farm Fresh meds delivered 
overnight almost anywhere in 
California!! Top shelf quality at 
bargain prices direct from our 
farm to you. 

www.NorcalDirect2U.com 

Green Dragon Caregivers 
7423 Van Nuys Blvd. Suite C 
VanNuys, CA 91405 
(818) 442-0054 
www.greendragoncoop.com 
edward@greendragoncoop.com 


Greenway Compassionate Relief 
140 Dubois St. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(831) 420-1640 
Mon-Sat 11am -7pm 
Organic-All Grades-Edibles-Tincture 

Healing OC 

1665 East 4th St. Suite 112 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
(714) 835-4206 
www.healingoc.com 

Greenwell Collective 
616 Marin St. 

Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 980-7774 

www.greenwellcooperative.com 
greenwellcooperative@yahoo.com 
“In Greenwell we trust” 

Harborside Health Center 
1840 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
(510) 533-0147 

www.harborsidehealthcenter.com 
"Out of the shadows, into the Light" 

High Quiggle Healing Center 

1532 East Broadway 

Long Beach, CA 90802 

Phone: (562) 951-3975 

Fax: (562) 951-3902 

www.weedmaps.com 

“A circle of healing is never ending” 

Igzactly 420 
527 Howard St. 

San Francisco, CA 94105 
Phone: (415) 834-5225 
Fax: (415) 834-5325 
igzactly420.com 

“Most strains in the Bay, vapor lounge” 

Love Shack 
50214th street 
San Francisco, CA 
(415) 552-5121 

theloveshackcooperative.com 
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun llam-4pm 
Full Service Dispensary 
Voted Best of The Bay 

Mind, Body, and Soul Collective 
3131 East Central Ave. 

Fresno, CA 93725 
Phone: (5591-486-6010 
Fax: (559)-486-6011 
www.mbscollective.com 
admin@mbscollective.com 
“Open 7 days a week-Quality, 
Integrity, Trust” 


Patients Care Collective 
2590 Telegraph Ave 
(between Blake 6 Parker] 

Berkeley, CA 94704 
BerkeleyPatientsCare.com 
(510) 540-7878 
Mon to Sat 12-7pmt 

Perennial Holistic Wellness Center 
11705 Ventura Blvd. 

Studio City, CA, 91604 
Phone: 818-505-3631 
Fax: (818) 505-3621 
facebook.com/perennialhwc 
perennialholistic@mail.com 
“Commited to the advancement of 
cannabis science through dedicat¬ 
ed patient service” 

7 Star Meds 

3823 San Pablo Dam Rd. 

El Sobrante, CA, 94803 
(510) 758-MEDS(6337] 

COLORADO 

Dacono Meds 

730 Glen Creighton Dr., Unit C 
Dacono, CO 80514 
(303) 833-2321 
http://www.daconomeds.com 
Hours: Mon-Sat, 10am - 7am 
Handicap Accessible 

Karmaceuticals LLC 
4 South Santa Fe Drive 
Denver, CO 80223 
(303)765-2762 

www.facebook.com/karmaceuticals 
karmaceuticalsco@gmail.com 
“Over 120 strains of fire” 

Minturn Medicinal / Vail Valley 
Minturn, CO 81645 
(720) 490-0458 
Free Delivery 

www.minturnmedicinal.com 

Sunshine Wellness Center 
In Colorado Springs: 

31 N.TejonSt., Ste. 400 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
(719) 632-6192 
In Pueblo: 67 Silicon Drive 
Pueblo West, CO 81007 
Phone: (719) 543-7482 
Fax: (719) 634-8207 
sunshinewellnesscenter.com 
Doctor Evaluations Provided! 


MICHIGAN 

A2 Compassionate Healthcare 
MedMar A2 Inc. 

1818 Packard Street 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

734.213.1420 

www.medmarx.net 

Highest grade medical marijuana at 

the lowest prices. 

Big Daddy's Compassion Center 
13211 Northend 
Oak Park, Michigan 48237 
248-399-5299 ‘ 
www.bigdaddyshydro.com 
Five locations statewide, profes¬ 
sional, courteous, best selection 
anywhere 

Cannoisseur Collective 
"A Shelf Above The Rest" 

(call for pre-verification 8 address] 
State St 
Ann Arbor, MI 
734-494-0772 

www.cannoisseurcollective.com 

Twitter.com/Cannoisseurlife 

C-4 

2464 East Stadium 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Downriver Wellness Group 
17109 Ecorse Rd. 

Allen Park, MI 48101 
313-769-6288 

www.downriverwellness.com 

GanjaMama's 
Treecity Health Collective 
1712 S State St 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
(734)369.3212 
www.ganjamamas.com 
Compassionate Care, Safe/Support¬ 
ive Environment, Highest Quality 
Medicine 

Grass Roots Society 

8899 W Peck Rd 

Greenville, MI 48838 

616-225-2200 

616-225-2220 (fax) 

www.grassrootssociety.com 

grassrootssociety@rocketmail.com 

Michigan Medical Marijuana 
Certification Center 
29877 Telegragh Road, 

Suite 303 8 
Southfield, MI 48034 
(248) 932-6400 
www.MMMCC.net 






DIRECTORY 


Consult your local physician about issues 
associated with medical marijuana use. 


MSC3 

227 N. Winter Street 
Suite 302 
Adrian, MI 49221 
www.medicinalsolutions.com 
MON-FRI 10am-8pm-SAT 
10am-7pm-CLOSED SUNDAYS 

OM of Medicine 

112 South Main Street, 3rd Floor 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-369-8255 
omofmedicine.org 
info@omofmedicine.org 
“Power to the Patients!” 

Pure West Compassion Club 
840 N. Black River Dr. Suite # 80 
Holland, MI 49424 
616-466-4204 
purewestclub@gmail.com 

MONTANA 

Action Alert! 

Call (406) 444-3111 and urge 
the governor to veto SB 423 and 
regulate medical marijuana via 
administrative rules. 

OREGON 

Eugene Compassion Center 
2055 W. 12th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97402 
(541) 484-6558 

WASHINGTON 

Purple Cross Patient 

Care Association 

469 North 36th Street, Suite E 

Seattle, WA 98103 

Phone: (206) 588-1034 

Fax: (206) 588-1596 

www.PurpleCrossPatientCare.org 

Mon-Sat, 11-9 pm, Sunday 1-9 pm 

Open 7 days a week, 365 days a year! 

THC Pharmacy 
1108 South Perry St. 

Spokane, WA, 99202 
Phone: (509) 535-4750 
Fax: (509) 474-0719 
thcpharmacy@yahoo.com 
www.thc-meds.com 
“Spokane Cannabis Patient's 
number one choice!” 


CANADA 

Note: Canadian medical clubs 
rarely accept US medical mar¬ 
ijuana IDs. Prior arrange¬ 
ments need to be made 
before your visit by contact¬ 
ing the medical club. 

CALM Toronto 

P.0. Box 47023, Stn. 425 

220 Yonge St. 

Toronto, ON M5B 2H1 
Office: (416) 367-3459 
Fax: (416) 367-4679 
Open 7 days a week 
wwww.cannabisclub.ca 

T.A.G.G.S. Dispensary 
11696 224th Street 
Maple Ridge, BC V2X-6A2 
Phone: (604) 477-0557 
Fax: (604)-477-0575 
Open 7 days a week ll:am-7:pm 
www.taggsdispensary.ca 
USA Medical Patients Welcome 


DISPENSARY 

SERVICES 

3 Steps to Open a 

Legal Dispensary 

The Only DIY Package Written 

By Lawyers. 

www.OpenDispensary.in/hightimes 

Canna Fresh 
www.cannafresh.com 
Wholesale: (424) 442-0232 
"Custom Glass Containers 
For The Medical Industry" 

Cannaline 

www.cannaline.com 
Wholesale only 301-356-9096 
Stock S custom printed glass 
containers, concentrate con¬ 
tainers S medicine bags. 

EmeraldTriangleBuds.com 
Certification programs 
for Dispensary and Medical Grow! 
Strain verification using DNA. 
530-845-6914 

Emeraldtrianglebuds@yahoo.com 

Gaslamp Insurance 
11116th Avenue, 3rd Floor 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Phone: (619) 238-4367, x. 205 
Fax: (619) 238-4387 
Medical marijuana insurance 
for dispensaries, growing 
facilities, bakeries S medibles. 
www.mmjinsurance.com 
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designed to serve the needs of the medical 



App Store 


larijuana community. You can use this tool to 
find the highest-quality, most affordable 
medical cannabis anywhere in the nation. 


Get the free mobile app at 

http://gettag .mobi 


















































THE SSDP HAS TAKEN ME PLACES I NEVER THOUGHT I’D GO-AND TAUGHT ME HOW TO CHANGE THE WORLD. 


I first got involved with SSDP at the University of 
Arkansas in the fall of 2008, when the chapter was 
working on a SAFER initiative that proposed chang¬ 
ing campus policy to equalize the penalties for 
marijuana and alcohol violations. The (non-binding) 
initiative ended up passing with 67 percent of the 
student vote—a clear reflection of the hard work 
we put into the campaign. 

The next year, I got even 
more involved with SSDP, taking 
on the role of events coordinator 
for my chapter. I also found that 
my activism was a great way to 
meet people and make new 
friends, on and off campus, 
while working together toward 
our common goals—such as 
inviting NORML director Allen 
St. Pierre to speak, a presenta¬ 
tion that packed the university 
ballroom with more than 600 
students eager to hear his mes¬ 
sage about the urgent need to legalize marijuana. 

We also worked directly with university officials 
to effect positive change—at least we thought we 
did. For instance, in August of 2010, administration 
officials met with me and another chapter leader to 
let us know that they would soon be enacting our 
SAFER initiative. We were thrilled, so we sent out a 
press release to share the good news—one that 
received a lot of positive media attention, particu¬ 
larly since we were among the first schools in the 
nation to achieve such a change. 

Shortly thereafter, however, the university put 
out its own press release claiming that no such 
changes to campus policy were being planned. Our 


entire chapter was absolutely shocked that they 
would so blatantly try to ruin our credibility. Fortu¬ 
nately, we were able to produce audio recordings 
of our various meetings with school administra¬ 
tors. Later, the dean of students met with us and 
explained that the chancellor had decided to repeal 
the changes because he didn’t want to “encourage 
drug use on campus.” 

Outraged, we hosted a protest 
and helped ensure that the chancel¬ 
lor’s office was flooded with calls 
and emails from students and par¬ 
ents expressing their disappoint¬ 
ment with his decision. So far, we’re 
still working to change his mind. 

In the meantime, this past March, 
I joined the officers of my chapter in 
attending the 2011 SSDP Conference 
in Washington, DC. We learned a 
great deal about drug policy and 
political activism, including getting 
the chance to lobby our congression¬ 
al representatives. That’s also when I decided that I 
would like to pursue a career in drug-policy reform 
after graduation; I even landed an internship for the 
summer at the SSDP’s national office (just a few 
blocks away from the White House). 

All in all, SSDP has been an amazing experi¬ 
ence so far. This year, our campus chapter will be 
allying itself with Arkansans for Compassionate 
Care (www.arcompassion.org), a group of activists 
working hard every day to put medical marijuana 
on the statewide ballot in 2012. I can’t wait to get 
involved in this extremely worthy effort—and to see 
where else SSDP will take me. — Stephen Duke, 
president, University of Arkansas SSDP 


oimenTine 

CHRPTGR UiaS 

aasoLUTeLS 

SHOCKCD THaT 
THGB WOULD SO 

BLaTaims trs 

TO RUin OUR 
CRGDiBiLiTB. 



WORKING THE S9STGM 

AN ACTIVIST PUTS HIS POLITICAL KNOW-HOW TO GOOD USE IN CONNECTICUT. 

Earlier this year, the Nutmeg State implemented new legislation reducing the pos¬ 
session of up to half an ounce of marijuana from a criminal misdemeanor to a non¬ 
criminal infraction. The success of this measure was due, in no small part, to the 
efforts of a hard-working political strategist named Erik Williams. 

The founder of CampaignsWon.com, a political consulting firm based in Con¬ 
necticut that has worked on hundreds of campaigns since its inception, Williams 
has spent most of his career as a political consultant. Though his roots in marijuana activism stretch 
back to his college days, he saw an opportunity to utilize his unique skill set in helping reform Connecti¬ 
cut’s cannabis laws. “I decided it was time for me to put up or shut up,” he says. 

In 2011, Erik became executive director of the recently re-formed Connecticut NORML chapter and 
focused his efforts on two different legislative measures: the decriminalization of personal-use posses¬ 
sion and the legalization of medical use. Though the medical bill has fallen victim to the state’s political 
process, the decriminalization measure was passed by the legislature and signed into law this past June. 
Now, instead of being subject to up to a year of jail time as well as fines and a criminal record, cannabis 
users arrested with half an ounce or less face a non-criminal infraction punishable by only a $150 fine. 

Williams deserves major credit for his tireless outreach and lobbying efforts on behalf of this legisla¬ 
tion. "When asked why I do this,” Erik says, "it is because the facts, science and the public are behind it. It 
makes sense, but not enough people are willing to get involved or show their true feelings. If I don't stand 
up, how can I expect anyone else to?”— Erik Altieri, NORML communications coordinator 


Dr. Mitch, 

Does marijuana lead to lower col- 
lege grades? ( 

Noam 

Hi Noam, 

A couple of studies have shown lower 
grades in college for marijuana users, 
while others have found no differ¬ 
ence. The latest work shows that stu¬ 
dents who reported no marijuana use 
had an average GPA of 2.94 (a high B-), 
while students who reported using once 
a week or more had a distinctly lower 
average GPA of 2.64 (a high C+). But no 
one has followed people longitudinally 
to see if marijuana actually leads to 
lower grades; these folks might have 
had lower grades before they ever 
encountered marijuana. (And, in fact, no 
one has even checked the grades to see 
if they were reported accurately.) My 
own advice: Don’t study high, and use 
the plant as a reward for achievements. 



If THC kills fungus, why does fungus still 
grow on plants? 

GT 

HiGT, 

Cannabis extracts can kill fungi and 
bacteria, but THC isn’t really the key: 
Other components (such as bornyl 
delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinolate) battle 
some of the fungi. Bn fact, extracts from 
industrial hemp with no THC at all can 
still give bacteria a run for their money. 
But any warrior can get overwhelmed, 
so if enough fungus is around, even the 
strongest plant may show some. 

Can you test positive from eating hemp- 
seed snacks? 

V. Mindprobe 

HiV., 

It’s not likely, but it's possible. Hemp 
seeds don’t contain an appreciable 
amount of THC and won’t get anyone 
high. But one study found that a couple 
of folks screened positive for THC on a 
single test given a few hours after they 
ate three hemp-flour cookies (though, 
by next morning, they no longer tested 
positive). But don’t let this keep you 
from enjoying hemp seeds: They're a 
great source of protein and essential 
fatty acids. 

Dr. Mitch Earteywine , Ph.D ., is an associate 
professor of psychology at SUNY Albany. He 
is the author of Understanding Marijuana 
and The Parents' Guide to Marijuana. Got 
a question for Dr. Mitch? Email him at 
420research(dgmail. com. 
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Inda-Gro Induction Grow Lights Offer 


Low Operating Temperatures 
Long Life Lamps Up to 100,000 Hours 
No Need to Switch Lamps 
One Lamp From Vegetative Thru Flower 
Less Plant Stress Between UV-IR Ranges 
Broad Spectrum Rare Earth Phosphors 
95% PAR Coverage @ UV Ranges 
85% PAR Coverage @ R-IR Ranges 
Explosive Rooting & Growth 
Excellent Canopy Penetration & Yields 
Lower Wattage Inda-Gro Lamps 
Consumes 70% Less Energy Then HID 
10 Year Lamp & Driver Warranty 
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Learn More @ 

INDA-GRO.COM 
SAN DIEGO CA 
877 - 452-2244 
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SPIOERMITES & WHITE FLY 

ELIMINATOR 

*10 fWJH 3A»DtN OF ALL LEAF BiTING PES'5 

NOTHING ELSE LIKE IT 

KILLS FOR WEEKS 

£25.00 - DO IT YOURSELF PACK 
S12C.C0- COMPLETE 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

ISHrPtPtNG INCLUDED! DRGfiMr: - OmRi LISTED 

760 - 742-3302 

BtODYNAMICSOLUT 10 NS® GMAFL.COM 



Orgtmtc Plant 


' Spray,Condit io ne r 


Etthahted 

Plant 

Growth 

Enhanced 

Flower 

Taste 

Repels 

Spider 

Mites 

1 CnHfin 

$ 29,00 

ORDER 

TODAY! 



Available online at barnesandnobte.com, 


Amazon.com, Bordencom, aid Xlibris.com 


BLunreo minor cam 

END THANKSGIVING DINNER ON A HIGH NOTE. BY MARY OUGHT SIX 


Never before has the phrase 
“Behind every great man, 
there’s an even greater 
woman” rung more true than 
in the case of HIGH TIMES 
Freedom Fighter Eddy Lepp 
and his wife, Linda Senti. 

While Eddy made headlines 
with his crop of over 36,000 
marijuana plants alongside 
California Highway 20, none of those beautiful 
buds would ever have come to fruition without 
the inspiration, stability and support of Linda. 

I had the privilege of living with the Lepps on 
their massive Northern California commune 
from 2004 to ’05 while compiling material for a 
HIGH TIMES story and working as Jack Herer’s 
personal assistant. In that time, I grew to love 
Linda deeply (as did everyone around her), and I 
witnessed daily the ways in which she served as 
the glue that bound this massive grow op and 
communal-living situation into a solid, functional 
thing—no small task with big personalities like 
Eddy around, and all the other diligent marijua¬ 
na pioneers who were helping to produce some 
of the kindest bud, bubble hash and kief for 


thousands of California 
medical-marijuana users. 

Over the 20 years she 
dedicated to legalizing mari¬ 
juana, Linda won many 
awards for her activism, 
including the Jack Herer 
Emperor Award. She was a 
minister in the Rastafari 
church; used hemp seed, 
kief, hash and marijuana in her cooking; wore 
hemp clothing; and tirelessly advocated for the 
plant—all while fighting a lifelong battle with 
cancer, which eventually took her life on Novem¬ 
ber 25, 2007, the Sunday after Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving was always a special time of 
year for the Lepps. Linda would fix up a spread 
of food that any foodie/pothead would give their 
left pinkie to sit down and enjoy. There was her 
“tainted turkey,” which used over three ounces 
of high-grade marijuana, her brown kief gravy 
and, of course, her famous bundt cake. Some 
called it downright dangerous; it was definitely 
downright delicious. 

Rest in peace, dear Linda Senti (July 22, 
1952, to November 25, 2007). ^ 



unoa senrrs buiidt caxe 


3 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
1/4 tsp salt 

i/4 tsp nutmeg, freshly grated 

i/4 oz marijuana, ground 

(to make the cannabutter listed below] 

1 pinch kief [adjust as desired for strength] 

1/3 cup regular butter, softened 
1/3 cup cannabutter, softened 
3-1/3 cups granulated sugar 
5 large eggs 
3 /4 cup half-and-half 
1 tbsp pure vanilla extract 

For the icing and garnish: 

3-1/3 cups confectioner’s sugar 
3 tbsp cannabutter, room temperature 
3 tbsp half-and-half; more as needed 
1 tsp pure vanilla extract 
i/4 tsp nutmeg, freshly grated 
1 pinch kief (adjust with caution] 
i/4 tsp table salt 

1/4 cup crystallized ginger, finely chopped 

To make the cannabutter: 

Melt one stick of unsalted butter over low heat 
in a double boiler. Add the weed, then heat for 
45 minutes, stirring occasionally (and watching 
to make sure that the weed doesn’t get toasty). 
Place in fridge. 

To make the cake: 

Preheat oven to 325°F. Prepare a 12-cup bundt 


pan with Baker’s Joy baking spray and set 
aside. Put the flour, baking powder and salt 
into a strainer and sift into a bowl; set aside. 
Beat the butters on medium speed until 
creamy. Add the sugar into the butters 1/2 cup 
at a time and continue beating on medium until 
the mixture becomes fluffy. Crack the eggs one 
at a time and add them into the butter-and- 
sugar mix, blending each egg in before adding 
the next one. Reduce speed to low and begin to 
alternately add the flour mixture and half-and- 
half into the creamed butters, starting and end¬ 
ing with the flour, until the ingredients are fully 
incorporated. Add the vanilla, nutmeg and kief 
until blended. 

Pour the batter into the prepared pan and 
spread out the top evenly. Bake at 325°F for 
about one hour or until a toothpick inserted into 
the center comes out clean. Place the pan onto 
a cooling rack and cool the cake in the pan for 
15 minutes. Invert the cake onto the rack and 
allow it to fully cool (at least 30 to 45 minutes). 

To make the icing: 

In a medium bowl, whisk the sugar, cannabut¬ 
ter, half-and-half, vanilla, nutmeg, kief and salt 
until smooth. Add more half-and-half a few 
drops at a time, as needed, until the icing is 
pourable but still quite thick. Pour the icing 
back and forth in thick ribbons over the cooled 
cake. Sprinkle the ginger on top for garnish. Let 
the icing set at room temperature (about 45 
minutes) before serving. Stones 5. 
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Marijuana is SAFER 
than Alcohol. 
Isn't it time we treat 
it that way? 


The nizetion that legalized 
marijuana Fn Denver needs your 
help. Please contact us to get 
Involved on your campus or in your 
area todayE Take action now. 
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SEPARATING FACT FROM FICTION IS OUR MOST DAUNTING TASK. 


FDR puffs away. Unfortunately, it ain’t kind. 


‘The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.' 

—President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1933 

FDR's famous words, spoken at his inaugura¬ 
tion during the Great Depression era, comfort¬ 
ed the American public. However, for today’s 
cannabis consumers, fear is an omnipresent 
companion. 

In fact, the most pervasive, confounding 
and resilient attitude among the general public 
regarding cannabis—one that makes it difficult 
for advocates to make headway in the fight for 
legalization, but relatively easy for prohibition¬ 
ists to maintain the failed status quo—can be 
summed up in a single word: fear. 

Polls and focus groups conducted by pro¬ 
pot proponents in California after last fall’s 
narrowly defeated legalization initiative indi¬ 
cate that even in a state like California—where 
the issue of cannabis use has been politically 
and culturally vetted for 40 years—nearly 50 
percent of the public fears cannabis, believing 
it to be more dangerous than alcohol. 

Of course, we know better. But the 
cannabis-law reform community needs to rec¬ 
ognize that legalization will likely continue to 
be forestalled until the general public is suffi¬ 
ciently educated and informed on the benefits 
of cannabis, including the fact that responsible 
pot use has no relation to alcohol abuse. 

Anti-cannabis propaganda has been larded 
upon the public for over eight decades now. 
But, like the Berlin Wall, cracks are beginning 
to appear. The mainstream media has less 
ability to saturate the public with reefer-mad¬ 
ness narratives, “stupid stoner” stories and 
goofy double-entendre headlines. These days, 
a highly diversified media landscape has 
emerged, fueled by the advent of the Internet 
in the 1990s. 

The baby boomers now leading American 


political institutions, big business, education 
and the entertainment industry have a decid¬ 
edly different and more progressive view of 
cannabis use and consumers than their World 
War 11—era parents. Additionally, it’s pretty 
hard for most boomer parents to conjure up 
generational fear over an activity that they 
know is relatively benign. 

The good news is that a new documentary 
film and TV show airing this fall will undoubt¬ 
edly further demystify the subject of modern 
cannabis use. The documentary, It’s a NORML 
Life, chronicles the efforts of cannabis con¬ 
sumers working hard to change prohibitionist 
laws, while Weed Wars, a new TV series on the 
Discovery Channel, follows Stephen DeAngelo, 
the CEO of Oakland’s Harborside Health Cen¬ 
ter, as he runs the country’s biggest medical- 
cannabis dispensary. 

And if you really want to persuade nonbe¬ 
lievers, have them read Marijuana Is Safer. So 
Why Are We Driving People to Drink?, the best 
book ever written (in my view) comparing and 
contrasting cannabis and alcohol consumption. 
Authored by my NORML colleague Paul 
Armentano, this well-written, comprehensive 
pro-pot polemic persuasively argues that in a 
country where alcohol is legal, taxed and regu¬ 
lated, there is absolutely no reason why 
cannabis—a much safer drug to imbibe—isn’t a 
choice for adults. 

Finally, coming this fall keep an eye out for 
NORML’s upcoming “ReThinkthe Leaf” cam¬ 
paign, which will actively encourage the media, 
policymakers and the public to reconsider the 
costs and ineffectiveness of cannabis prohibi¬ 
tion, even as it seeks to eradicate our country’s 
prohibition-induced fear.—Allen St. Pierre, 
executive director of NORML 

Visit normi.org or call 202-483-5500. 
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ALABAMA 

Alan R. Elledge, Attorney at Law 

7404 Hwy 43 
Florence, AL 35634 
(256) 757-4007 
Fax: (256) 757-4003 
aeUedge138f9hotmail.com 
Vigorous statewide marijuana 
defense.'No representation is 
made that the quality of the legal 
services to be performed is greater 
than the quality of legal services 
performed by other lawyers. 

ARIZONA 

Jamal Allen 

Allen & Associates, Lawyers 
3029 N. Alma School Rd, Ste 216 
Chandler, Arizona 85224-1475 
P: 480-820-3300 
goodazlawyers.com 
All Stops, Arrests & Seizures 

Lee Phillips 

Law Offices of Lee Phillips 
323 N. Leroux St., Suite 101 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
928-779-1560 
www.notguiltyl .com 

Marc Victor 

3920 S. Alma School Rd., Suite 5 

Chandler, AZ 85248 

Phone:480-755-7110 

Fax: 480-755-8286 

marcf9attorneyforfreedom.com 

www.attorneyforfreedom.com 

Michael Walz 

Law Offices of Michael Walz 
45 W. Jefferson, Ste. 225 
Phoenix, AZ 85003 
602-288-8349 
walzf9potlawyer.com 
All MJ crimes: posession, cultiva¬ 
tion, MJ-DUI, and asset foreiture. 
New marijuana law & dispensary 
consulting. 
www.potlawyer.com 

CALIFORNIA 

Bob Boyd 

107 West Perkins Street, Suite #17 
Ukiah, CA 95482 
707-468-0500 

mendocinolawf9comcast.net 

www.mendocinolaw.com 

Omar Figueroa 

Law Offices of Omar Figueroa 
7770 Flealdsburg Ave, Ste. A 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 
(707) 829-0215 


omarf9stanfordalumni.org 
www.omarfigueroa.com 
Founder of Cannabis Law Institute 
and graduate of Stanford Law 
School, Yale University and Trial 
Lawyers College, specializing in 
cannabis cultivation and medical 
marijuana cases. Free case con¬ 
sultation. jYo hablo espanol! 

Christopher M. Glew 

1851 E. First Street, Ste. 840 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 
Fax: 714-648-0501 
Phone:714-648-0004 
marijuanalawyerf9yahoo.com 
www.glewkimlaw.com 

Imhoff & Associates, P.C. 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Vince Imhoff, Managing Partner 
Los Angeles, CA 
800-887-0000 

lnfof9CriminalAttorney.com 
www.CriminalAttorney.com 
Experienced, aggressive Medical 
Marijuana & Criminal Defense 
Attorneys Nationwide 
** Free consultation** 

Law Offices Of John M. Kucera 

1416 West Street 
Redding, CA 96001 
530-241-1800 
jkuceraf9snowcrest.net 
Former major, grow prosecutor. 
Over 30 years of aggressive 
and experienced state and fed¬ 
eral defense. Serving Shasta, 
Siskiyou, Tehama, Trinity and 
other Northern California 
counties on request. 

For additional information 
visit: www.jmk-law.com 

Allison Margolin 

Margolin & Lawrence, Attorneys 
at Law 

8484 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 440 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 
Phone:323-653-9700 
Fax:323-653-9709 
allisonbrandif9mac.com 
allisonmargolin.blogspot.com 

Bruce Margolin 

8749 Holloway Dr. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
310-652-0991 or 800-420-LAWS 
bmargolinf9aol.com 
www.1800420laws.com 
www.margolinlawoffices.com 
Marijuana and criminal defense 
since 1967. Director, L.A. NORML 
Call for a free guide to marijua¬ 
na laws in all 50 states. 


EricShevin 

15260 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1050 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 
Phone:818-784-2700 
Fax:818-784-2411 
eshevinf9aol.com 
www.shevinlaw.com 
Cannabis expertise, criminal 
defense and business formation. 

Randy Sue Pollock 

2831 Telegraph Ave 
Oakland, CA 94609 
Phone:510-763-9967 
Fax: 510-272-0711 
PollockEsqf9aol.com 

Law Offices Of 

Sean Tabibian & Associates 

6794 La Jolla Blvd., #201 

La Jolla, CA 92037 

Call Toll Free: 1-800-658-1500 

www.WeDefendYou.com 

Call us for a free guide "People vs. 

You," a guide for the accused. 

Sean Tabibian, Esq. 

Tabibian & Associates 
1776 North Highland Avenue, 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 

800-658-1500 

www.wedefendyou.com 

Your freedom to smoke is no joke. 

Herbal defenders on your side. 

James M. Taylor 

Law Office of James M. Taylor 
783 West Ramsey, Suite G 
Banning, CA 92220 
951-849-2081 

jamesmtaylor.esqf9verizon.net 
Dedicated to Criminal Defense 

COLORADO 

Robert J. Corry, Jr. 

600 17th Street, Ste 2800 

South Tower 

Denver, Colorado 80202 

Tel:(303)-634-2244 

Fax:(303) 260-6401 

email: robert.corryf9comcast.net 

www.robcorry.com 

Graduate of Stanford Law 

School, specializes in criminal 

defense and civil rights, free 

initial consultation 

Sean T. McAllister, Esq. 

Tae Darnell, Esq. 

McAllister, Darnell & Assoc., P.C. 
AKA "Cannabis Law Center, P.C." 
Criminal Defense/Dispensary 


Representation 
Denver Office: 303-226-6252 
(303-CANNALAW); Central 
Mountain Office: 970-453-6594 
www.cannabislawcenter.com 

CONNECTICUT 

Philip Russell 

Law Office of Philip Russell 
66 Field Point Road 
Greenwich, CT 06836 
203-661-4200 

FLORIDA 

Robert 0. Bauer, Jr. 

Bauer, Crider, Pellegrino & Parry 
1550 South Highland Avenue, #C 
Clearwater, FL 33756 
(727) 446-4800 

Offices in Clearwater, Tampa & 
Port Richey. Board Certified 
Criminal Trial Lawyer 

Bjorn Brunvand 

615 Turner Street 
Clearwater, FL 33756 
Phone: 727-446-7505 
Fax:727-446-8147 
bbrunvanf9tampabay.rr.com 
www.acquitter.com 

Greg M. Lauer 

Board Certified Expert in 
Criminal Trial Law 
320 SE 10th Ct. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL33316 
(954) 559-0647 
www.growhouselawyer.com 
Offices in Broward, Dade, & WPB 
*Former Drug Trafficking Prose¬ 
cutor *Free Initial Consultation 

Donald A. Lykkebak 

390 N. Orange Ave., 

Suite #2100 

Orlando, FL 32801 

407-425-4044 

lykkebak(9bellsouth.net 

http://www.druglawexpert.com 

"Board certified criminal trial 

lawyer with 30 years experience." 

David Raben 

Robbins, Tunkey, Ross, Amsel, 
Raben & Waxman, P.A. 

2250 SW 3rd Avenue, 4th Floor 
Miami, FL 33129-2095 
Tel: 305-858-9550 
Fax: 305-858-7491 
daverabenf9crimlawfirm.com 
Experienced and aggressive 
defense of drug cases in State 
and Federal Court. 









Photocopy and keep these pages in your wallet! 

Participating attorneys are members of the NORML Legal Committee. 


HIGH TIMES Legal Directory 


Roger Scott, Jr., P.A. 

Scott & Medling, P.A. 

1515 E Livingston St., 

Orlando, FL 32803 
407-894-0055,(Fax) 407-894-0053 
RogerScottfdcfl.rr.com 
www.orlandodrugtawyer.conn 

Robert Shafer & Associates, P.A. 

Robert Shafer, James Davis 
24 North Market Street, Suite 305 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Tel: 904-350-9333 
Fax: 904-633-7820 
website: shafercriminallaw.com 
email: robertshaferfdbellsouth.net 
Criminal defense only. 

Focusing on drug charges. 

John H. Trevena 

801 West Bay Dr., Suite 509 
Largo, FL 33770 
Phone:727-581-5813 
Fax:727-581-7758 
TrevenaLawfdaol.com 
www.trevena.com 

ILLINOIS 

Jeffrey B. Fawell 

Fawell & Associates 

500 S. Country Farm Rd, Ste 200 

Wheaton, IL 60187 

630-665-9300 

fawellfdfawell.com 

Criminal, DUI, traffic, and 

immigration defense. 

Imhoff & Associates, P.C. 

Criminal Defense Attorneys 
Vince Imhoff, Managing Partner 
Naperville, IL 
800-887-0000 

lnfofdCriminalAttorney.com 
www.CriminalAttorney.com 
Experienced, aggressive Medical 
Marijuana & Criminal Defense 
Attorneys Nationwide 
** Free consultation** 

INDIANA 

Stephen W. Dillon 

Dillon Law Office 

3601 N. Pennsylvania St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46205 

317-923-9391 

dillonlawfdprodigy.net 

www.stevedillonlaw.com 

Chair, NORML Board of Directors. 

KANSAS 

Chris Meek 

1031 Military Ave. 

Baxter Springs, KS 66713 


Phone:620-856-2771 
Fax:620-856-2772 
ninsky13fdhotmail.com 

William (Billy) K. Rork 

1321 SW Topeka Blvd. 

Topeka, KS 66612-1816 

785-235-1650 

rorkfdrorklaw.com 

www.rorklaw.com 

Zealous and successful drug 

defenses on 1-70/1-35 vehicle stops. 

Cal Williams 

Calvin K. Williams Chtd. 

280 N. Court Ave., P.0. Box 304 
Colby, KS 67701 
785-460-9777 

calwilliamsesqfdhotmail.com 
On 1-70, western Kansas. 


David E. Kindermann, Esq. 

15 West Montgomery Ave, Suite 300 
Rockville, MD 20850 
Tel: 301-762-7900 - 24/7 
Fax:301-309-0887 
www.KindermannLaw.com 
davefdkindermannlaw.com 
Licensed in Maryland, D.C. and Fed¬ 
eral Courts incl. U.S. Supreme Court. 


Norman S. Zalkind 

Zalkind, Rodriguez, Lunt & Duncan 
65A Atlantic Ave. 

Boston, MA 02110 
Phone:617-742-6020 
Fax:617-742-3269 
nzalkindfdzrld.com 


Matthew R. Abel, Attorney at Law 

2930 E. Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48207 
313-446-2235 
attorneyabelfdriseup.net 
www.cannabiscounsel.com 
Lifetime member of NORML Legal 
Committee specializing in cannabis 
cases and cannabusiness law. 

Jason Barrix, Attorney at Law 

Barrix Law Firm PC 
2828 Kraft Ave SE, Suite 290 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49512 
Call 24/7 Service 

1-877-N0-4-Jail / 1-877-664-5245 
Fax:1-888-337-1308 
www.BarrixLaw.com 
Criminal Defense Focusing on 
Drug, DUI, License and Injury Cases 
"Winning Cases Statewide since 1993" 


Michael A. Mclnerney, Esq. 

Michael A. Mclnerney, PLC 
15 Ionia SW, Suite 510 
Grand Rapids, Ml 49503 
(616) 776-0200 (24 hrs) 
mamgrlawfdgmail.com 
Defending your rights! 

Medical Marijuana Issues 
Civil/Criminal Trial Attorney 
All Michigan Courts 

John Targowsk & Daniel Grow 

Targowski & Grow, PLLC 
141 East Michigan Ave Suite 201 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 
(800) 957-1069 
www.targowskigrow.com 

MISSOURI 

K. Louis Caskey 

1102 Grand Blvd, Suite 800 
Kansas City, M0 64106 
Phone:816-221-9114 
Cell Phone:816-536-1411 
Fax:816-220-0757 
klouie711fdaol.com 
www.caskeyatlaw.com 

Daniel Dodson 

315 Marshall Street 
Jefferson City, M0 65101 
573-636-9200 or 800-DODSON-1 
ddfddanieldodson.net 
www.danieldodson.net 
Board member, NACDL; 
Nationwide advice/referrals. 

Dan Viets 

15 N. 10th St. 

Columbia, MO 65201 

573-443-6866 

danvietsfdjustice.com 

Former president of M0 Assoc, of 

Criminal Defense Lawyers and 

NORML Board Chair. 

NEVADA 

Scott N. Freeman 

'Defender of the Year 2008' 

556 California Ave. 

Reno, NV 89509-1450 
Phone:775-786-4788 
Fax:775-786-9333 
defensefdfreeman-law.com 
www.freeman-law.com 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Sven Wiberg 

Wiberg Law Office 
2456 Lafayette Road, Suite 7 
Portsmouth, NH, 03801 
Phone:603-686-5454 
Fax:603-457-0332 
svenfdnhcriminaldefense.com 


NEWJERSEY 

William H. Buckman 

110 Marter Ave, Suite 209 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 
Phone:856-608-9797 
Fax: 856-608-6244 
wbuckmanfdwhbuckman.com 
whbuckman.com 

Nathan Kittner 

131 Main St. 

Hackensack, NJ 07601 
201-488-5565 
vlsgradfdprodigy.net 
Criminal defense litigation. 

Get defended. 

Frank T. Luciano, Esq. 

147 Main St, Suite #5 

Lodi, NJ 07644 

Phone: (973)471-0004 

Fax: (973)471-1244 

ftlucianofdaol.com 

www.ftlucianolaw.com 

Over 30 years of defending drug 

prosecutions. Free book on drug 

cases in New Jersey. 

Allan Marain 

100 Bayard St. 

P.0. Box 1030 

New Brunswick, NJ 08903 

732-828-2020 

infofdNJMarijuana.com 

www.njmarijuana.com 

When pleading guilty is not an 

option. 

Neal Wiesner 

Law Office of Neal Wiesner 

1 Maiden Lane, 9th floor 

New York, NY 10038 

Tel: 212-732-2225 

Fax:718-556-0118 

nealwiesnerfdaol.com 

NJ State & Federal Criminal Defense 

NEW MEXICO 

David C. Serna Serna Law Offices 

725 Lomas Blvd. NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
505-242-4057 
www.sernalaw.com 
Board-certified criminal-defense 
specialist. NORML lawyer since 1985. 

NEW YORK 

Robert S. Gershon 

Law Office of Robert S. Gershon 
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 5A 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
718-625-3977 
www.robertgershon.com 


MARYLAND 


MASSACHUSETTS 


MICHIGAN 






To place an ad in the HIGH TIMES Legal Directory call Ann Marie Dennis at 212-387-0500, ext. 223 


rg(3robgershon.com 
I help good people in bad situations. 

David C. Holland, Esq. 

David C. Holland, P.C. 

419 Park Avenue South, 16th Floor 
New York, NY 10016 
212-935-4500 
Licensed in NY, NJ & MD. 

Neal Wiesner 

Law Office of Neal Wiesner 

1 Maiden Lane, 9th floor 

New York, NY 10038 

Tel: 212-732-2225 

Fax:718-556-0118 

nealwiesnerldaol.com 

Federal Practice Only in New York 

OHIO 

Spiros P. Cocoves 

Law Offices of Spiros P. Cocoves 

610 Adams St., 2nd FI 

Toledo, OH 43604-1423 

419-241-5506 

Fax:419-242-3442 

scocovesf3gmail.com 

Federal/State Criminal Defense, OH/MI 

OKLAHOMA 

M. Michael Arnett 

Arnett Law Firm 
3133 N.W. 63rd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73116 
Tel: (405) 767-0522 
Fax: (405) 767-0529 
email: mikearnettl (3juno.com 

Chad Moody 

217 N Harvey Street, Ste. 409 

Oklahoma City, OK 73102 

(w) 405-231-4343 (f) 405 231 -0233 

thedruglawyerf3thedruglawyer.com 

thedruglawyer.com 

When a Conviction is Not an Option 

OREGON 

John C. Lucy IV 

2121 SW Broadway, Suite 130 
Portland, OR 97201 
Phone:503-227-6000 
Other Phone: 919-720-2513 
john(3law420.com 
www.law420.com 

"Medical Marijuana and Drug Crime 
Defense Throughout Oregon" 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Simon T. Grill 

104 S. Railroad 
Myerstown, PA 17067 
888-333-6016 

L_ 


STG1300(3epix.net 
Marijuana defense. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

J. Kirk Fisher, Esq. 

Cox & Fisher, LLC 
115 Broadus Avenue 
Greenville, SC 29601 
Tel: 864-242-4711 
Fax: 864-242-2937 
jkirkfischerf3bellsouth.net 

Robert E. lanuario, M.B.A., J.D. 

Attorney & Counselor 
419 Vardry St. 

Greenville, SC 29601 
Tel (864) 255-9988 
Fax (866)212-3249 
www.sc420attorney.com 
Member of Norml Legal Commit¬ 
tee, Member of National College for 
DUI Defense 

TEXAS 

Jamie "The Dude" Balagia 

Offices in Austin and San Antonio, TX 
Board Member San Antonio NORML 
NORML Legal Committee 
Former "VICE Cop" - Austin PD 
State and Federal representation 
www.DrugDude.com 
Email: jamief3drugdude.com 
San Antonio: 210-394-3833 
Austin: 512-278-0935 
"I am tired of seeing people mis¬ 
represented in court. I am a fighter, 
a trial lawyer and I will go through 
hell itself to bring you the victory!" 

Blackburn and Tisdell L.L.P. 

718 W 16th St. 

Amarillo, TX 79101 
Phone:806-371- 8333 
Fax:806-350- 7716 
blackburnf3ipoftexas.org 
txcriminallawyerf3yahoo.com 

Greg Gladden 

3017 Houston Ave. 

Houston, TX 77009-6734 

713-880-0333 

gladdenf3airmail.net 

Gerald Goldstein 

2900 Tower Life Bldg. 

San Antonio, TX 78205 

210-226-1463 

GGandHf3aol.com 

Michael C. Lowe, Attorney At Law 

700 N Pearl Street, Ste 2170 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
214.526.1900 
Toll free: 866.351.1900 


Fax:214.969.0258 
www.DallasJustice.com 
Board certified in criminal law by the 
Texas board of legal specialization. 

David P. O'Neil (managing partner) 
Habern, O'Neil and Buckley LLP 
PO Box 8930 
Huntsville, Texas 77340 
1-888-942-2376 toll free 
doneiK3paroletexas.com 
Over thirty years experience in 
state and federal courts in the 
greater East Texas Area. 

Larry Sauer 

Law Offices of Larry Sauer 
1004 West Ave, Austin, TX 78701 
512-479-5017 
sauerlawf3wdo-law.com 
Criminal defense. 

UTAH 

Rob Latham 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 
J. Robert Latham, J.D., P.L.L.C. 
RobfdRobLatham.pro 

Northern Utah: 

2180 East 4500 South, Suite 150 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84117 
Phone:801-872-4384 
Southern Utah: 

3143 South 840 East, Suite 420 
St. George, Utah 84790 
Phone: 435-200-4872 

WASHINGTON 

Jeff Steinborn 

3161 Elliot Avenue, Suite 340 
Seattle, WA 98121 
Tel: 206-622-5117 
Fax:206-622-3848 

Pat Stiley 

Stiley & Cikutovich 

1403 W. Broadway 

Spokane, WA 99201 

888-440-9001 

fudea(3earthlink.net 

www.legaljoint.net 

If you grew it, we will come. 

WASHINGTON D.C. 

David E. Kindermann, Esq. 

15 West Montgomery Ave, Suite 300 
Rockville, MD 20850 
Tel: 301-762-7900 - 24/7 
Fax:301-309-0887 
www.KindermannLaw.com 
davef3kindermannlaw.com 
Licensed in D.C., Maryland and 
Federal Courts incl. U.S. 

Supreme Court. 
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WISCONSIN 

Robert J. Dvorak 

Hailing & Cayo 

320 E Buffalo St., Ste. 700 

Milwaukee, Wl 53202 

414-273-0373 

rjdvorak(3execpc.com 

Representing the accused since 1978. 

Mark D. Richards S.C. 

209 8th Street 
Racine, Wl 53403 
262-632-2200 

richardslawf3ameritech.net 
www.richardslawl .com 
Aggressive drug defense. 










TRANS HIGH MARKET QUOTATIONS 



MARKET ANALYSIS 

The king is dead. Long live the king. Well, okay, Kush isn’t exactly dead-the venera¬ 
ble strain did finish December in the number-two spot. And, yes, Diesel may not 
have a long reign as the new King of Strains; nonetheless, it managed to edge out 
Kush as the month’s most submitted strain. This marks only the second time in 
2011 that Kush failed to take the top pot spot; before this, it was the most submit¬ 
ted strain for every month this year aside from January, when Diesel also finished 
first. Additionally, White Widow joined the top five this month for the first time 
since March 2011. The top five strains (with average price] were Diesel ($331), 

Kush ($375), Purps ($326), Haze ($325) and White Widow ($375). 

Once again, all indices finished below their year-to-date and previous 
month’s average with the exception of the Schwag Index. In fact, at an average of 
$328 an ounce, the US Price Index finished with a low for the year, while the Kind 
Index ended at its second-lowest mark of 2011. Schwag, meanwhile, rebounded 
$15 in December and finished the month close to its year-to-date average. 

wants to know what you’re smoking. Submit your strain information, 
including location and price by the ounce, to thmq@hightimes.com. 

Trans-High Market Quotations (THMQ) reports pot prices by the ounce, strain 
and location. To submit prices, go to the THMQ link at hightimes.com. 

CURRENT US PRICE INDEX: $328 (last month: $343; YTD: $346) 

CURRENT KIND INDEX ($350+ PER OZ): $395 ($414, $411] 

CURRENT MIDS INDEX ($150-$349 PER OZ): $264 ($268, $272] 

CURRENT SCHWAG INDEX ($1-$149 PER OZ): $103 ($88, $102) 


STATe 

CIT» 

STRAIN 

PRice 

ALABAMA 

Auburn 

Mids 

$120 

CALIFORNIA 

Woodland 

Purple Diesel 

$180 



Jack Herer 

$180 

COLORADO 

Denver 

White Widow 

$228 


Pueblo 

Bubba Kush 

$375 



Sour Diesel 

$375 



Chemdog 

$350 

DELAWARE 

Newark 

Sour Diesel 

$420 



Cinderella 99 

$400 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Washington 

Mids 

$200 

FLORIDA 

Orlando 

Chocolope 

$500 

HAWAII 

Honolulu 

Super Lemon Haze 

$400 


Kauai 

Bubblegum 

$300 


Maui 

Apollo 13 

$350 

IDAHO 

Kellogg 

White Widow 

$300 

INDIANA 

Indianapolis 

Irene 

$400 

LOUISIANA 

Metairie 

Grenadine 

$300 



Sweet Purple 

$325 

MARYLAND 

Charles County 

Black Domino 

$350 



G-13 Haze 

$350 


Laurel 

Sour Diesel 

$375 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Bedford 

Champagne Kush 

$350 



Purple Star 

$350 

MICHIGAN 

Detroit 

Granddaddy Urkel 

$450 



Sour Diesel 

$450 



Sour OG Kush 

$450 

MINNESOTA 

St. Cloud 

Afghooey 

$350 



Grapefruit 

$325 

MISSISSIPPI 

Jackson 

Sour Diesel 

$350 

MONTANA 

Missoula 

LA Woman 

$225 

NEW YORK 

New York 

Strawberry Cough 

$500 


Seneca Falls 

Blue Dream 

$480 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Asheville 

Super Lemon Haze 

$300 

OHIO 

Canton 

OG Kush 

$300 



Bubblegum 

$270 

OREGON 

Gresham 

Vantage 

$265 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Dingmans Ferry 

Jack Herer 

$350 


Philadelphia 

Pineapple Express 

$400 

TEXAS 

Mansfield 

OG Kush 

$400 

UTAH 

Ogden 

Sour Diesel 

$250 



Sour Grape Haze 

$250 

iflTeRnaTiOnaL (prices in US or Canadian dollars and Peruvian nuevos soles): 

CANADA 

Ottawa 

Blue Domina 

C$190 



Critical Mass 

C$230 



Super Skunk 

C$240 



Jack Herer 

C$180 


Welland 

Durban Poison 

C$200 



Blueberry 

C$180 

COSTA RICA 

San Jose 

Blue Dream 

$350 

PERU 

Lima 

Skunk 

S/450 


LA Woman-$225 

Missoula, MONTANA 
“Sweet-smelling and beau¬ 
tiful-looking buds with 
shades of dark green, pink 
and purple. A very pleasant, 
happy high that can be 
somewhat of an aphrodisi¬ 
ac. Great to smoke any time 
of day.” 

Blue Dream-$480 

Seneca Falls, NEW YORK 
“When the term ‘couchlock’ 
was invented, this is the 
weed that did it!” 


Chocolope-ssoo 

Orlando, FLORIDA 
"Chocolope is being circulated 
throughout the greater Orlando metro 
area. There are six particular pheno¬ 
types that are all very similar in 
appearance, smell and taste, and fit 
the description by DNA Genetics quite 
closely. The highs are very clear and 
energetic and intensely cerebral. The 
initial effects will induce some anxiety 
with increased heart rate, followed by 
a very balanced effect for hours. Some 
varieties have a noticeable cantaloupe 
smell. A true connoisseur’s grade of 
the highest quality.” 
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if you can't quit, do it right 
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WHEN LAW-ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
DECIDE TO BREAK RANKS OVER THE 
WAR ON DRUGS, LEAP PROVIDES ALL 
THE BACKUP THEY NEED. 

BY CHAD KUSHINS 

When thousands of police officers from around 
the nation gathered in Washington, DC, this 
spring to take part in an annuat candlelight vigil 
for their fallen brethren as part of National Po¬ 
lice Week, members of a controversial organi¬ 
zation were on hand to demand an end to the 
War on Drugs. But these weren’t gatecrashers; 
for the most part, they were fellow boys in blue. 

Modeled in part on Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War, Law Enforcement Against Prohibition 
(LEAP)—a Massachusetts-based nonprofit with 
over 15,000 members—has spent the better part 
of a decade advocating for a rational, public- 
health approach to drug use and abuse in Amer¬ 
ica, while simultaneously providing support for 
law-enforcement officers of all stripes who have 


been ostracized solely for questioning the U.S. 
government’s flawed drug policies. 

For instance, two years ago, former Border 
Patrol agent Bryan Gonzalez casually suggested 
to a fellow agent that legalizing drugs could cut 
down on the rampant trafficking violence along 
the southern border. In response, he was ratted 
out to internal affairs—and promptly relieved of 
his duties. Then Gonzalez heard from LEAP. 

“LEAP gave me the moral support that I 
needed,” he says. I imagine that my story will 
most likely make other law-enforcement agents 
scared of questioning their jobs or speaking their 
minds, but it’s the American way to voice your 
opinions. Our country was founded on having a 
voice ... and this is a ‘war’ that’s not being won.” 

Gonzalez has since returned to college as a 
history major, with a minor in Latin American 
border studies. Someday, his story could very 
well be taught as part of the class’ curriculum. 
In the meantime, he encourages fellow law en¬ 
forcers to speak their minds and know that 


LEAP is standing behind them. 

Founded in 2002 with five initial members, 
the organization has since grown into one of the 
most active pro-drug-law-reform organizations 
in the US. Working to educate the public about 
wasteful government policies and to restore 
“the public’s respect for law enforcement,” 

LEAP stresses legalization over decriminaliza¬ 
tion, hoping to save lives and taxpayer money 
while depriving organized crime of its single 
most profitable endeavor—one that it uses hor¬ 
rific violence to defend and maintain. 

“When one of my best friends was killed 
doing an undercover drug purchase,” says LEAP 
executive director Neill Franklin, “it opened my 
eyes to the fact that not only are these drug 
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laws ineffective, but they lead to brave and dedi¬ 
cated law enforcers losing their lives.” 

LEAP’S message has even gone interna¬ 
tional: Canadian police officer David Bratzer 
joined in 2008 after seeing firsthand what he 
calls the “vicious cycle” of habitual drug offend¬ 
ers repeatedly failed by the current prohibition¬ 
ist system. 

“Arrests weren’t doing anything to cure 
these people of their addictions,” says Bratzer. 
“Deep down, there’s a push in Canada to make 
the laws as strict as those in the US .... I per¬ 
sonally don’t know why they would want to go 
down that road, having seen the statistics of the 
War on Drugs in America.” 

In addition to taking its message directly to 
the communities affected by the War on Drugs, 
LEAP also lobbies local, state and even federal 
lawmakers. In June, members attempted to de¬ 
liver a report on the Obama administration’s in¬ 
effectual drug policies to US drug czar Gil 
Kerlikowske, only to have the federal official 
send a gofer down to the lobby to retrieve it in 
his place. 

“The fact that Kerlikowske refused to sit 
down with us and discuss these issues—even 
when we went directly to his doorstep—speaks 
volumes about how much the Obama adminis¬ 
tration would rather ignore the failed War on 
Drugs than do anything to actually address it,” 
Franklin says regarding the drug czar’s cold 
shoulder. 

Undeterred, LEAP continues to work to in¬ 
crease awareness. 

“Clearly, the War on Drugs has failed,” 
Franklin says, “and nowhere is that more clear 
than with respect to marijuana .... More and 
more cops now agree: Legalizing marijuana 
will improve public safety.” ^ 
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WHAT SCENT? 

Today’s stinky strains need to be completely 
sealed to prevent odors from escaping and 
jeopardizing your safety and freedom. Luck¬ 
ily, the new Black Magic Odor Barrier Bags 
from GroGroGadgets provide a discreet way 
to store and carry your buds without having 
to worry about their scents permeating out¬ 
ward. The bags are made from heavy-duty, 
puncture-resistant, solid black plastic, so 
nosy neighbors and law enforcement won’t 
be able to see or smell your valuable pro¬ 
duce. Try some Black Magic to protect your¬ 
self anafyour buds! 

Price: Varies; see website for details and 
special offers 

Contact: GroGroGadgets, 805-284-9525 
grogrogadgets. com 
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TRIM LIKE A PRO 

The good folks at TrimPro have 
been producing tools to reduce the 
time and effort of harvesting for 
years. Their new TrimPro Rotor 
uses an ingenious two-motor sys¬ 
tem: The first motor powers soft 
leather fingers that gently push 
buds over a powder-coated grill 
while, below that, the second one 
powers a razor-sharp tempered 
steel blade that perfectly removes 
fan leaves and any other protrud¬ 
ing foliage, leaving your buds clean 
and ready to dry. The blade dis¬ 
tance and leather fingers are 
adjustable, and emptying the unit is 
as simple as opening the door to 
retrieve your harvest. Plus you can 
use the TrimPro Rotor on any flat 
surface or combine it with a Rotor 
Table for ease. 

Price: $1,595; with Rotor Table, 

$1,795 

Contact: Trim Pro, 450-349-0811, 
trimpro.ca/en 



CHILL OUT 

Cooling down a heated garden is absolutely vital to making sure your 
plants always perform at optimum levels. That’s why we love the 
water-cooled chillers available from Hydro Innovations. The Ice Box 
heat exchanger and the array of items in the Chillking product line 
are more efficient than standard air-conditioner units, and there’s 
one for every size growroom, from a closet to a warehouse. Growers 
who use supplemental carbon dioxide to boost yields can conserve 
CO 2 by cooling from within and not pumping out valuable air. Behold 
the awesome cooling power of water! 

Price: Varies; see website for details 

Contact: Hydro Innovations, 512-321-7575, hydroinnovations.com 


PRO GROW MIX 



Finally, there’s a medium on 
the market that’s been for¬ 
mulated specifically for 
growing medical marijuana. 
The Michigan-made organic 
M3 Medical Marihuana Mix 
is composed of composted 
sphagnum and Canadian 
peat moss mixed with per¬ 
lite and vermiculite, then 
fortified with seabird guano, 
bone and blood meal, green¬ 
sand and lime. With an NPK 
ratio of 15-33-38, this mix 
allows you to use plain 
water for weeks without 
having to add expensive fer¬ 
tilizers or worry about over¬ 
feeding and burning young 
plants. Try Michigan’s finest 
to boost your growth and 
harvest a bounty of bud. 
Price: 15 lb. bag, $34.95 
plus shipping 

Contact: JFMMM Corporation, 
231-843-3009, jfmmm.com 
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The GREE Machine. 
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As seen on CNN, Wall Street Journal, Associated Press, Reuters, BBC, CNBC and other media 



You've seen our patented (US 7,844,363 Bl) Medicine J ispensing Machines featured 
on national news programs — and now it's your opportunity to use our state-of-tbeart 
i ’()S and Medicine Dispensing Machine in you r existing medical cannabis cli i lie or allow 
us to assist you in starling your own clinic in most cities within the 15 states that allow 
the use of medical cannabis. 

• The most legally compliant model currently in use in 
the medical cannabis industry 

• Patients are verified after initial registration through 
their unique fingerprint and magnetic swipe cord 

• System will not dispense to patients whose 
authorization from a physician has expired. 


A COMPLETE SOURCE FOR YOU 

AT ZERO DOWN FINANCING 
as low as $30 PER DAYI 

ion approved credit) 



• Operators can set limits on how much medicine 
patients receive per day, week, or month 

• POS system that allows clinic operators to dispense 
medicine through the machine or the patient can 
seif-serve at the machine without employee assistance 

■ Separate refrigerated machine for edibles and 
accessories 

• Unparalleled Inventory management for clinic 
operators 

• Patients get sealed medicine in air-tight containers 
that has not been touched or contaminated by 
employees or other patients, 

• All patient data, inventory information, and daily 
reports kept securely onsite as the machine does not 
require an internet connection. 

• Full merchant account solutions through MDS affiliate 
banks 

• The machine is a full-time employee that doesn't 
require a salary, doesn't take breaks, and stops theft. 

• We offer assistance to individuals looking to start a new 
clinic in any of the 15 states that authorize the use of 
medical cannabis. 

Recently featured in the Wall Street Journal as a 

company on the rise! 

Feel free to contact us for on overview of investment 

opportunities available. 

For more information on our company's patented equipment, 
startup services we offer for entrepreneurs looking to moke a 
difference in the emerging medical marijuana industry, or to 
invest in our rapidly expanding business, call MDS at: 


( 866 ) 592-5890 




























WHeRC THe SUN DON'T SHINO 

AN ILLUMINATING LOOK INSIDE A LIGHT-DEPRIVATION GREENHOUSE. BY DAVID BIENENSTOCK. PHOTOS BY MURPHY GREEN 


Not much on this remote, rural medical ganja 
farm adheres to a strict schedule. Morning comes 
when the sun rises over the hills and wakes you 
up in your tent. The lunch break begins when it 
gets too hot to work in the early afternoon and/or 
a tortilla starts sounding mighty nice, with the 
midday meal typically (but not always) followed 
by a few hard-fought games of rustic ping-pong 
and a siesta of undetermined length in a shady 
hammock. Under no circumstances does anybody 
ever schedule a meeting for any time more pre¬ 
cise than “after dinner.” And nobody ever busts 
your balls about the dress code. So stay up all 
night smoking hash and playing truck-driver 
songs on a battered acoustic guitar if you want- 


just so long as that next big batch of compost tea 
gets brewed in time to use tomorrow. 

Ultimately, it’s the needs of the plants that 
determine the workday around here, whether 
that means pruning, transplanting, fertilizing or 
just letting nature run its course. But make no 
mistake: There’s always plenty to do, at pretty 
much any time of the day—more than enough, in 
fact, including some fairly intense physical labor, 
what with a few hundred plants that just keep 
getting bigger every day and only a handful of 
human beings to look after them. 

So it’s not that these guys don’t work hard, 
and it’s not that they don’t work smart. It’s just 
that the closest thing they’ve got to a day planner 


is a laminated guide to the cycles of the moon 
and other astrological bodies tacked onto a cabi¬ 
net in the communal al fresco kitchen, which 
they consult from time to time in order to make 
sure they’re planting, watering, feeding and har¬ 
vesting in accordance with the Earth’s own bio¬ 
dynamic rhythms. 

Pure hippie bullshit, if you ask me—unless 
you happen to believe in it. 

I mean, take a look at all the bright green, 
healthy, vigorously growing ganja plants scat¬ 
tered around this land, and you’d certainly have 
to admit they’re doing something right. Of 
course, in all seriousness, these master gar¬ 
deners do keep careful and even detailed 
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records, not to mention updating and maintain¬ 
ing a fairly endless to-do list—it’s just that, like 
I said, everything here gets done, but nothing 
ever gets done at any particular time. 

With one major exception, once per day. 

Today, appropriately, the big event is sched¬ 
uled to begin just a few minutes prior to 5 p.m., 
the traditional end of the working day for the all- 
American wage slave. Spore, the project's head 
gardener, blows a conch shell, and soon enough, 
all four of us have assembled en masse before the 
largest structure on the land, as if gathering to¬ 
gether for some strange, barbaric ritual timed to 
the precise position of the sun in the sky. When, in 
fact, the truth is much ... darker. 

“It’s a little weird,” Spore admits. “Our en¬ 
tire philosophy in growing these plants on this 
farm centers around providing them with every¬ 
thing they need to thrive in a natural, healthy, 
organic way, out in the open, under the sun and 
the moon ... except for this one sort of Area 51 


scene we’ve got going off to the side, where we 
fuck up their whole sense of time and space, 
not to mention purposely deprive them of the 
most vital life force in the universe—all in the 
name of a rolling harvest.” 

What Spore is referring to is a specially de¬ 
signed light-deprivation greenhouse that func¬ 
tions as a kind of black-ops netherworld. In fact, 
it’s a strange experiment that’s currently taking 
place—one that involves a definite element of de¬ 
ception. And so, half as a joke and perhaps half 
seriously (because they’ve started going just a bit 
batty up in the woods all by them¬ 
selves), these gardeners discuss the 
chilly fall weather and their plans to 
listen to the World Series on the 
radio that night—even though it’s 
still 92 degrees in the shade and 
baseball won’t be crowning its next 
champion for another four months. 

“Yessiree, I sure am looking for¬ 
ward to Halloween on Tuesday,” 

Water Bear informs a particularly 


species). Roughly half of all those seedlings will 
end up being males, and the other half will be fe¬ 
males—a unique property of this plant. 

Left to their own devices, the males and fe¬ 
males grow rapidly, side by side, without much 
differentiation between the two, until autumn, 
when the days grow short enough for 12 hours of 
uninterrupted darkness to fall over the plants at 
night. At that point, the females begin to produce 
resinous flowers [i.e., dank buds), while the males 
form small sacs of pollen that will eventually open 
up and pollinate any nearby females, with seeds 
being formed as a result. 

Unfortunately (for us), the 
moment that happens, the fe¬ 
male plants largely stop produc¬ 
ing resin, which is where the 
majority of the plant’s THC and 
other important cannabinoids 
reside. So in addition to seedy 
weed, you’re talking about low- 
grade weed—which explains 
why marijuana growers adhering 
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fragrant Tangelo variety. “And what a beautiful 
sunset we have this evening!” 

It's early July—practically the longest day of 
the year—and the sun won’t be setting for hours. 
But fear not: The farm’s resident systems expert 
hasn’t lost track of the time (or his mind) that se¬ 
verely. Rather, he's deliberately trying to fool the 
plants into thinking it’s a few months later than it 
actually is as part of his own clever plan to get 
them to start budding much earlier in the season 
than Mother Nature ever intended. 

Of course, it takes more than just talking to the 
plants to accomplish that neat trick. But before we 
get to the particulars of how the light-dep green¬ 
house induces early flowering, we first need to 
understand the natural life cycle of cannabis. 

Most importantly, marijuana is an annual 
plant, which means that in nature, it grows up 
from seeds each spring and dies off every autumn 
(after producing and scattering a new generation 
of seeds in order to further propagate the 


to the sinsemilla technique (Spanish for “without 
seeds”) carefully remove all male plants from 
their gardens long before they have a chance to 
fully mature. 

As a result, the remaining females never get 
pollinated, so they never produce seeds—which 
means they never stop producing sweet, sticky, 
resinous buds right up to the moment you cut 
them down. Of course, in the great outdoors, that 
whole process from seed to harvest takes roughly 
five months to happen, depending on the particu¬ 
lar climate and the strain you're growing. 

Meanwhile, indoor ganja growers, by exploit¬ 
ing their total mastery over the plants' environ¬ 
ment, can choose exactly when to start flowering 
simply by cutting back their grow lights to a 
12/12-hour light/dark cycle. The most advanced 
indoor growers even divide their operations into 
separate areas for vegetative and flowering 
growth, to ensure a perpetual harvest every few 
weeks instead of every five months. 
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“What's nice about that is you get a manage¬ 
able harvest on a regular schedule/’ says Spore, 
who may or may not have done a bit of indoor 
growing before seeing the light about the benefits 
of outdoor organic. “Meanwhile, out here, we’re 
not using a bunch of thousand-watt lights running 
nonstop, and we can’t control the actual sun. So 
what the light-dep greenhouse allows us is a 
chance to get a significant bit of our garden flow¬ 
ered, harvested and processed early so we don’t 
have to do it all at once.” 

Given the limited manpower out here and the 
large population of plants, that’s more than a 
passing concern. Light-depping also means hav¬ 


ing a cash crop to market in the middle of the 
“dry” summer, as well as cutting down on the 
amount of water, fertilizer and other inputs in the 
garden (since they’re shortening the growth cycle 
by months). Best of all, they can even reuse the 
same greenhouse space to get a second harvest 
later in the season. 

So how does light-dep work? 

It’s pretty simple, actually. The key is con¬ 
structing a greenhouse that can be quickly and 
easily covered up, with the inside kept dark 
enough to trick the plants into thinking it's actu¬ 
ally nighttime. This way, the plants get the bene¬ 
fits of the full summer sun all day, but you get to 


decide when to trigger flowering by cutting back 
the light cycle to 12 hours per day—at which point, 
your light-dep plants will begin to think it's au¬ 
tumn and start making buds. 

If you’re handy and have enough time to de¬ 
vote to the project, you can certainly design and 
construct a simple light-dep greenhouse of your 
own out of PVC pipes and two-by-fours at a signifi¬ 
cant savings. But given the incredibly busy sched¬ 
ule at the farm this spring, Spore decided to buy a 
kit version instead. For roughly $1,500, it came 
complete with poles, pipes and a U channel with 
wiggle wire that tied onto the frame. 

Before starting construction, these fore- 
sighted farmers searched for an ideal location- 
one that was large and flat enough and also 
shaded in the afternoon, since that keeps the 
greenhouse much cooler while covered than if it 
was in full sun. They also planned carefully and 
chose a greenhouse large enough to house the 
plants comfortably not just at the beginning of the 
light-dep cycle but also a couple of months later, 
when they reached full budding maturity. 

Next, our farmers used pressure-treated 
wood for the baseboards and ends and then fol¬ 
lowed the instructions that came with the green¬ 
house. They strongly advise getting one with a 
fully rounded roof, since that makes it much eas¬ 
ier for one or two people to cover the greenhouse 
at night, which involves throwing ropes attached 
to a giant tarp from one side to the other and then 
using them to drag the tarp over top of the struc¬ 
ture. The rounded sides also allow a bit more 
room for branches to spread from the outer row of 
plants. And it's important not to crowd them. 

“I need to have easy access to every pot so I 
can water them all and give individual attention to 
each plant without contorting my body uncomfort¬ 
ably or leaning on the branches,” Water Bear 
says. “You definitely don’t want the branches 
touching, and you need to leave walkways for the 
gardener.... Now that means fitting a few less 
plants into the greenhouse, but it pays off in the 
end because you yield a little more per plant and 
have much less problems with pests and dis¬ 
eases. If you give more attention to fewer plants, 
you'll have better results.” 

Known as “panda plastic,” the tarp they use is 
black on the bottom to keep light out of the green¬ 
house, but white on top to reflect the sun’s heat. 
The light-dep greenhouse also has fans hung 
throughout; these run whenever the plants are 
covered to keep them cool and prevent humidity 
from building up, which can lead to powdery 
mildew and other problems. The fans are pointed 
perpendicular to the length of the greenhouse in 
order to fully circulate the air, rather than just 
blowing air from one to the next. 

All told, it took three farm workers a little 
more than a day to fully construct this light-dep 
greenhouse, and only about 10 minutes for the 
four of us to cover it up. We’ll leave the tarp on 
until about an hour after sunset, at which point it 
grows dark enough on this remote mountainside 
to safely remove it. 

Typically, but not always, this is the last thing 
these guys do before turning in for the night. After 
all, it’s another working day in the morning. And 
the sun usually decides to come up pretty early. ^ 


118 HIGH TIMES 









Retailer'Wholesaler and 
Distributor Inquiries 
i Welcomed 


v EZ Brokers, lnc\ 
El Dorado Hills, C/^ 

wwvw.iPee2.com 





























Drip emitters inserted into the medium feed 
nutrient solutions to each plant individually. 


t % 


bear frttmo 

WWEA V 




SONIC REDUCER 

Okay, Danko, I got one for ya! In a few articles 
I’ve read recently, growers are saying that if you 
don't decrease your CO 2 from 1,200 to 1,500 
ppm down to ambient levels (300 to 500,1 
guess?) for the last two weeks, then you will pay 
dearly when it comes to density, flavor, color, 
etc. If this is true, then how am I supposed to 
run my new harvest-every-two-weeks setup 
(using four 1,000-watt lights and four 4 x 4 ft. 
trays) without screwing myself on the endgame 
in the last two weeks? Like I said, it will always 
be the last two weeks for one of my trays, so 
what should I do? Should I set up a “finishing 
tent” to put each one in for its last two weeks? It 
seems that many people must be having this 
problem, so what gives, man? 

Humbly and respectfully yours, 

Irie Lion 

Dear Irie, 

The rumors and myths surrounding pot grow¬ 
ing never cease to amaze me. If you listened to 
all of them and acted accordingly, you would 
never harvest a gram. There's no truth to the 
theory that lowering carbon dioxide for the last 
two weeks of flowering helps at all—in fact, 
some people increase CO 2 at that time in order 
to further bulk up their buds (not my recom¬ 


mendation). Your perpetual-harvest system is 
fine as it is without having to create a “finishing 
room" or reducing CO 2 during any part of the 
flowering stage. Continue as you are and focus 
your energies on timing and dialing in your sys¬ 
tem to its full production capabilities. 

SEED STARTS 

I travel two to three days at a time for my day 
job. As a result, sometimes I have trouble get¬ 
ting seedlings started, since I can’t be home to 
water them two to three times a day. I live in the 
Rockies with very low humidity, so my cubes oc¬ 
casionally dry out and prevent seedling growth. 
Do you know of a system out on the market that 
is similar to the EZ Cloner, but for seeds? 

MM 

Dear MM, 

Starting seedlings can be a tough and frustrat¬ 
ing experience; so can traveling for three days 
at a time while trying to cultivate cannabis. If 
you can’t reduce your trips, then I would sug¬ 
gest using a timer and pump to feed water to 
your seedlings while you’re away. It’s easier 
and less stressful than using an aeroponic mis¬ 
ter system for the purpose of germinating and 
keeping young seedlings alive. 

Fill a five-gallon bucket with the mild nutri¬ 


ent solution that you plan to feed to your young 
plants. Place a water pump (the pet store has 
inexpensive ones for aquariums) in the bottom 
and plug it into a repeat cycle timer set to fill 
your tray for five to 10 seconds several times 
per day. Be sure to test it out before you leave 
and dial in the amount of seconds it takes to wet 
your seedlings without drowning them or flood¬ 
ing your area. 

DRIP DROP 

I’ve heard of people using individual lines to 
feed their plants drop by drop of water all day. Is 
this effective and, furthermore, how would I go 
about setting up something like that for myself? 
Thanks! 

Itching to Grow 

Dear ITG, 

You’re referring to the hydroponic growing 
method known as the drip-emitter system 
(DES). Tubing connected to each plant draws 
liquid nutrient solution from a reservoir to 
every plant in your room. Drip emitters are the 
ends that sit at plant level and control how 
much water the roots receive. 

First, you'll need enough tubing to reach all 
of your plants. Drip systems are quite versatile, 
and you can customize them to fit almost any 
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Plants spend time in their vegetative stage indoors under fluorescent lighting. 


space or amount of plants. Cut the tubing into 
the Lengths you need and secure the dripper on 
the end. Then firmly press the emitter into the 
top of your grow medium; connect the reser¬ 
voir end to your underwater pump; and set the 
timer to drip when needed (typically about 10 
minutes every two to three hours during the 
“daytime" part of your light cycle). You will 
need to increase or decrease feedings based 
on your plants' size and nutritional needs. 

NOT FILLING OUT 

My friend hasn’t been growing for very long, 
but he’s had several harvests so far. He has an 
8’ x 8’ room with a 600-watt lamp and about six 
to eight plants at a time. The plants look 
healthy and green, but the buds don’t seem to 
be fully developing. He’s using Botanicare Grow 
and Bloom along with whatever the salesman 
pushed with that line of nutes. My question is: 
Why are the buds not full like so many of the 
pictures I see? The pistils are very long, but the 
buds are mostly just strings of pistils. The buds 
are dense on the plants with long pistils, but 
when they’re finished curing, they are stringy, 
thin and not meaty at all. Although the end re¬ 
sult does get him high, he’d like some tips, 
such as what nutrients you recommend or 


some grow habits he may be missing. 

Thanks for your time in advance! 

Pino 

Dear Pino, 

There are a number of possible reasons why 
your friend's buds aren’t filling out. The prob¬ 
lem could stem from inferior genetics: Did he 
start growing from bag seed, or did he get his 
seeds from a reputable source? Also, the light 
could be too far away from the plant tops, 
causing them to stretch out and fail to bulk up. 
His problem could also be caused by over- or 
underwatering, over- or underfeeding, or a 
lack of fresh air circulating in the room. 

INSIDE OUT 

I've ordered some Ganja Dwarf seeds, and this 
is my first time attempting to grow. I have all 
my items ready to begin, and I’ll be using a back 
sunroom with open ventilation. Once I have my 
seeds germinated and placed in my pots, 
should I leave them inside until they’re a few 
inches tall, or put them outside and then bring 
them in at night? Also, since the key here is to 
grow females, will I be able to cut some of the 
buds and leave the rest so I don't have to pull 
out the whole plant? 

Eric 
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Dear Eric, 

I'm not sure I fully understand your question, but 
I'll give it a shot. Once your seeds are germinated, 
it's imperative to get them under at least 18 hours 
of light immediately. Otherwise, they will stretch 
and grow long, lanky limbs as they struggle to re¬ 
ceive more light, which means you'll wind up with 
tall, leggy plants unable to support themselves 
later in life. 

If you're planning to put the plants outdoors 
eventually, get yourself a good bank of T5 fluores- 
cents or a 250-watt metal halide (MH) grow light 
in order to keep them short and stocky before 
they go outside. This will get them ready for the 
strong, intense light of the sun, which can be quite 
harsh on new seedlings placed outside for the 
first time. You can also help acclimate them to the 
full sun by placing them out in the shade at first 
and then allowing them a few hours of sunlight 
per day (supplementing that with indoor bulbs, of 
course, for the rest of the daytime hours). 

As for your second question, cannabis is an 
annual plant, so harvesting a little bit at a time 
doesn't really make sense. Plants can be regen¬ 
erated, but that will result in diminishing returns, 
and I don't recommend it unless you're desperate 
to keep a certain strain alive for the future. In¬ 
stead, harvest your plants all at once and start 
new seedlings or clones for the next run. 

PONDERING HYDRO 

What's all the stuff you need to get started grow¬ 
ing hydro? I need to know everything as soon as 
possible. 

KooBee 

Dear KooBee, 

That's a pretty all-encompassing question! The 
first thing you need to know is precisely what “hy¬ 
droponics" is: the growing of plants without soil or 
soilless mix to hold the roots. That means your 
medium can be rockwool, expanded clay pellets, 
coco coir or even no medium at all, such as in aero- 
ponics or deep-water culture (DWC), where the 
roots dangle in an oxygenated nutrient solution. 

You still have many choices, such as a recircu¬ 
lating system or a drain-to-waste one. The former 
relies on a reservoir and pump that feeds your 
plants and allows all excess solution to return to 
the reservoir for future use. The latter consists of 
a system in which nutrient solution is discarded 
after one use. 

There are several types of recirculating hy¬ 
droponic growing as well. Nutrient-film technique 
(NFT) bathes the roots in a shallow stream of so¬ 
lution, while a drip-emitter system, as I discussed 
in an earlier question, feeds the plants individu¬ 
ally using tubing placed at the foot of each plant. 
The ebb-and-flow (or flood-and-drain) system 
utilizes a timer and pump to flood the grow tray 
with nutrient solution at regular intervals and 
then returns the solution back to the reservoir. 

The most important things to remember about 
hydroponic growing are the temperature, the ppm 
(parts per million) level of minerals and salt ele¬ 
ments in the water, and the pH of the nutrient so¬ 
lution. Reservoir temps should never go below 
65°F or above 75°F, and you'll need a heater, a 
chiller and a regulator to control this. Also, you 
must have a ppm and pH meter and controller in 
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order to maintain the proper balance in your 
plant food. 

EASY CLONE 

I'm a licensed medical marijuana patient who’s 
having trouble cloning the Papaya strain. Is this 
a hard plant to clone, or am I doing something 
wrong? I appreciate your taking the time to an¬ 
swer this. 

Brian 

Dear Brian, 

It’s true that some strains are harder to clone 
than others, but all of them can be rooted under 
the proper conditions. The most important two 
things to remember when cloning are high tem¬ 
perature and high humidity. You'll find that if you 
heat your cloning trays from below with a simple 
electric heat mat and use a clear plastic dome 
over the tray to create a moist environment, your 
success rate will skyrocket. Strong, rooted cut¬ 
tings are the key to a healthy garden down the 
road and a bigger yield come harvest time. Also, 
use a sharp blade and a reliable rooting hor¬ 
mone (powder or gel both work great). 

LIGHT CYCLE 

What are your thoughts on growing with a 24- 
hour “day” cycle? I’m a horticulture student, so 
I’m a bit skeptical about this method. It claims 
to speed up the flowering time and reduce 
hydro consumption. I appreciate all your time 
and effort. HIGH TIMES 4 LIFE! 

Chief Bigsmoke 
BC, Canada 


Dear Chief, 

Congratulations and good luck in your horticul¬ 
ture studies, and thanks for your support of 
HIGH TIMES! I don’t believe in messing with the 
growing cycle in the way that you mention. For 
vegetative growth, I recommend 18 to 22 hours 
of light per 24-hour day in order to mirror the 
greatest amount of light plants receive in the 
summer. Contrary to some grow pros, I don't 
recommend 24 hours of light because I believe 
(and plant science seems to bear this out) that 
plants need at least a few hours of simulated 
nighttime in order to rest, recuperate and get 
ready for the next day. 

For flowering, I strongly suggest sticking 
with the typical 12-hours-on/12-hours-off cycle 
that mimics the fall. Shortcuts and tricks are 
not the way to grow. I’m always open to new 
ideas and techniques, but sometimes sticking 
with proven methods and not straying too far 
from nature is the best and most practical plan. 

GOING OUTDOORS 

Greetings! Mike from Northern California here. 

I have a prescription for medical use, but I’m 
new to growing, so I’m looking for a good book 
specifically on outdoor growing. Thanks! 

Mike 

Dear Mike, 

Most cannabis grow books will have at least a sec¬ 
tion on outdoor growing, but if you’re looking for 
one specific to outdoors, I suggest Marijuana Out¬ 
doors: Guerrilla Growing by Jorge Cervantes 
(available at marijuanagrowing.com). Another 
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wonderful resource is my HIGH TIMES col¬ 
league Nico Escondido's Grow Like a Pro DVD 
(available at headshop.hightimes.com). He visits 
huge outdoor gardens and reveals many of the 
techniques and setups for growing outdoors, 
both in full sun and in greenhouses. Good luck! 

SEX FARM 

I'm a first-time grower with some clones and 
plants grown from seed. The seed plants are 
close to the end of the preflowering stage, 
and even with the books I have, I'm having a 
hard time telling if they're male or female. 
Since I definitely don’t want males, any help 
or directions would be really appreciated. 

Enigma 

Dear Enigma, 

It's tougher to determine your plants' sex 
during the preflowering stage, and it's also 
unnecessary to do so until flowering has 
begun. Within a week or two of the 12/12 
light cycle, you should be able to see signs of 
males and females clearly, with plenty of 
time to discard the gents before they polli¬ 
nate your ladies. 

Males will have what look like sticks pro¬ 
truding from their nodes (the place where 
the leaf meets the stem). Slowly, those sticks 
form into hanging bunches that resemble 
miniature bananas pointing down. Females, 
on the other hand, will first shoot out white 
hairs from the nodes that then begin forming 
into small puffballs pointing up. 

BURNT CUTS 

First of all, thanks again for all the great info re¬ 
garding growing medicine month after month— 
it’s nice to have an expert on call to handle 
inquiries. Speaking of which, I have a dilemma 
regarding clones. I just purchased a T5 fluores¬ 
cent system to light my clone tank. I’m about 
five days in, and it seems like the T5s are burn¬ 
ing the clones (browning and curling their 
leaves). Are T5s too bright or too powerful for 
clones? Also, do they need 24 hours of light, or 
is that part of the reason for the burning? The 
lighting system is approximately four inches 
over the clone dome I’m using. (I'm also using 
rockwool, FYI.) Any advice? 

Diamond Dave 

Dear DD, 

Thanks for the kind words; it makes me very 
happy to help people grow better buds! T5 
bulbs don't produce much heat, so at the dis¬ 
tance you have them, your clones shouldn't 
be burning up the way you describe. Use a 
thermometer to make sure the temperature 
at clone level isn't higher than 85°F. If the 
temps are good, you might be burning the 
clones with a nutrient solution that's too 
strong. Check the fertilizer levels, and always 
clone using a mild nutrient solution. Also, 
your clones should be kept under 18 to 22 
hours of light. ^ 

Please send your cannabis-related questions to 
edit.growfdhightimes.com or to Trans-High Corp., 
Attn: Danny , 419 Park Avenue South , 16th floor , 
New York , NY 10016. 
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Wing 95% Reflective 
German Alunmium 

Dual Lamp 

Cool Tube 

36’ Long 

6' x24 Cool Tube 
with Reflector 
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Visit us at wwwMralohvdro com for weekly specials. 



The marijuana community has a reputation for being fairly mellow, but 
really—once we're high, our world is a free-for-all of passionate opinions. 
So we decided to compile our definitive list of superlatives: the best, the 
worst, the biggest, the highest, the weirdest... you get the point. Join us for 
this year-end review of the stoner world! 

TOP 25 GROW GADGETS UNDER 5100 

Check out the latest devices to improve your cultivation project as we 
review new, inexpensive grow gear: meters, fans, shields, CO 2 boosters, 
nursery lamps and more! There’s cool stuff here for everyone—whether 
you're a beginner, a master, a techno-geek or maybe just someone who 
likes to keep things simple, we’ve got the goods! 

CANADIAN GROWERS CONFIDENTIAL 

Travel north and head behind the scenes of a high-tech, state-of-the-art 
grow op in Canada. Hydroponics expert Erik Biksa gets the lowdown on the 
secrets, tips and tricks that contribute to growing sensational Canadian pot. 

CZECH SOUR HEAD! 

As right-wing Dutch politicians threaten to regulate Amsterdam’s cof- 
feeshops out of existence, people are debating where Europe’s next pot 
hotspot will be. HIGH TIMES says: Go east, young man! To Eastern Europe, 
that is. With its lax marijuana laws, legal seeds and tolerant attitudes, the 
Czech Republic may be the new stoner sanctuary. HT sordid affairs editor 
Chris Simunek investigates. 

COLORADO WINNERS 

After our HIGH TIMES Medical Cannabis Cup in Denver last April, we knew 
we had to return to visit the gardens that grew the winning strains. Execu¬ 
tive editor Dan Skye got the assignment and reports from the growrooms of 
the champs. 

PAUL RUDD INTERVIEW 

The star of Knocked Up and The 40-Year-Old Virgin talks about stoner 
comedies, the occasional need to stay clearheaded, and the hardest he ever 
laughed while high. 
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"In this excellent field guide, Danny's years of experience translate into 
easy-to-reference information on more than 125 strains, all at the flip of a finger, 
condensing everything you need to know into an easy-to-read, well-researched, 

concise package—with great photos too!"-JoRGE Cervantes, 

Author of Marijuana Horticulture: The Indoor/Outdoor Medical Grower's Bible 




STRAINS 


• Cannabis Cup* Winners 
• Top 10 Strain Awards 
£?• Over 125 pot varieties! ^flk 




“If you wish to become more sophisticated about the large number of strains now 
available, you will be hard-pressed to find a better written and superbly 
photographed little compendium than this book." -Dr. Lester Grinspoon 
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• Cannabis Cup® champions • ‘Top 10 Strain” award winners 
•Over 125 pot varieties described ^Cannabis buyer’s guide 

•Landrace & heirloom genetics 
• Foreword by Jorge Cervantes 


Available online at 

HIGHTIMES.COM/HEADSHOP 
or caul -866-POT-SHOP 














































POT SMOKER S 
HANDBOOK 




This compendium 

covers the world's Packed with inside informa 
top pot varieties— tion, our handbook rolls up 

all meticulously a u 0 f our collected wisdon 

researched and lov- j n t 0 one indispensable 

ingly described in .. ...... ... 

L , ganja guide. With a life- 

terms ranging from 3 J 3 

odors and flavors to chan 9 in 9 Ust of 420 thin 9 s 

potency levels and t0 do when you're stoned, 

medicinal properties. this is truly the ultimate 

$14.95 guide to green living. $19.9! 


Now you can smoke, 
play, laugh and learn all 
at the same time! Packed 
with puzzles, games, 
mazes, jokes, how-tos 
and why-nots, plus kilos 
and kilos more! It's what 
to do when you're 
stoned! $16.95 


OFFICIAL HIGH TIMES 
SHIRTS & HATS 

LIMITED EDITION SHIRTS, CEPS, 6 POSTERS 


MARIJUANALANP 

BY JONAH RASKIN 


Part history, part counter-culture mythology, 
this informative and entertaining stoner 
memoir provides readers with a backstage 
pass to the world of cannabis. From 
the Emerald Triangle to Prop 19, 
Marijuanaland offers a com- 2: 

pelling, eye-opening look at the 
war on drugs. $12.95 


ifornia, 
cket. $30 


THE OFFICIAL 
POT SMOKER'S 
HANDBOOK 


THE OFFICIAL FIELD GUIDE TO 
POT SMOKER'S MARIJUANA STRAINS 
ACTIVITY BOOK 


by Grassroots California, 
with hidden stash pocket. $30 


POTLEMF 


HIGH TIMES 20TH 

GREATEST HITS DVD ANNIVERSARY 

Over two hours of our HAL P PVi ^ 

greatest stoner hits Loaded with over an 
including comedy, hour of performances, 

interviews with Tommy interviews, and non- 
Chong, Snoop Dogg, stop smoking of the 
Dave Chappelle and biggest and best buds 
more! Includes “How to in the world! Relive the 
Roll a Joint" and “How magic or see what you 
to Beat a Drug Test." missed—a must have 
$12.99 for any stoner. $16.99 


HIGH TIMES' 
MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

The ultimate maga¬ 
zine for medical 
cannabis patients and 
providers. Features a 
dispensary guide, 
strain reviews, 
patient resources, 
activist interviews 
and much more. 

$5.99 


STONER ICON T-SHIRTS & MORE! 

Choose from a wide variety of shirts, hats and bags: Bob Marley, Willie Nelson, plus 
your favorite stoner movies. Shirts available in men's and women's sizes. Check out 
headshop.hightimes.com for a complete listing of colors, sizes, styles and prices. 
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GREAT GUIDES FOR GROWERS! 
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HI-YIELD HOMEMADE 
HYDROPONICS 

Our best-selling grow book, 
now updated with organic-hydro 
how-to information. $9.99 


CLASSICS FROM JORGE CERVANTES! 


BUY BOTH ANB SAVE! 

Ready, Set, Grow 1 & 2 for only $34.95 


MARIJUANA 
GROW RAG ICG 

The Easy Guide for 

Cannabis Aficionados 

This informative guide is packed 
with illustrations and photos of 
more than 150 affordable mari¬ 
juana grow setups. It covers 
everything, including: security, 
feminized seeds, seedlings, 
cloning, mother plants, sexing, 
harvesting, manicuring, drying 
and curing. 

Set up your grow room 
with supplies from your local 
hardware store and garden 
center. Plus troubleshoot 
problems and control com¬ 
mon pests & diseases! $21.95 


MARIJUANA 

HORTICULTURE 

The indoor/Outdoor 
Medical Grower's Guide 

The Fifth Edition of Jorge 
Cervantes' best-selling 
book, completely rewritten, 
updated and expanded! 
$29.95 


ULTIMATE GROW 
COMPLETE BOX SET 

Three-disc DVD box 
set includes Ultimate 
Grow: Indoor Marijua¬ 
na Horticulture , and 
Ultimate Grow 2: 
Hydroponic Cannabis 
Indoors & Organic 
Marijuana Outdoors , 
PLUS a full disc of 
never-before-seen 
bonus features! Extras 
include Jorge's Guide 
to Amsterdam, helpful 
hints for your plants, 
and more garden 
tours! $49.95 


ULTIMATE GROW DVD 1 

Indoor Marijuana 

Horticulture 

Jorge Cervantes, the 
world's ultimate ganja 
guide, brings his exper¬ 
tise to this instructional 
DVD—taking you step-by- 
step from seeds and 
clones to harvest in the 
high style. $19.99 


ULTIMATE GROW DVD 2 

Hydroponic Cannabis 
Indoors & Organic 
Marijuana Outdoors 

You’ll grow indoors, out¬ 
doors, hydroponically— 
and even plant a guerrilla 
garden hidden deep in the 
countryside. $19.99 


READY- 

SET-GROW 

Our first grow 
video for 
beginners. 
Bonus: 
“Secrets of 
The Dutch 
Masters." 
$19.95 DVD 


2012 ULTIMATE GROW CALENDAR 

HIGH TIMES is proud to offer the Ultimate 
Grow Calendar, featuring hot tips from the 
world’s foremost cannabis cultivator, 
Jorge Cervantes. Packed with monthly 
summaries and daily grow tips, this calen¬ 
dar aims to keep you on track, whether you 
are growing indoors or outside. $13.99 


NICO ESCONDIDO’S 
GROIN LIKE A PRO DVD 

Unprecedented visual cultivation mate¬ 
rial covering indoor, greenhouse and 
outdoor techniques, cloning, topping, 
pruning, harvesting and much more- 
all shot in HD. $19.99 


READY-SET- 
GROIN 2 

Growing 
instruction 
from the mas¬ 
ters. Bonus: 
Hashmaking & 
security tips. 
$19.95 DVD 


BEST OF HIGH TIMES GROW SPECIALS 


Best of HT #60: 

Greatest Grow 
Rooms 2011 

How to Grow Pot 
Anywhere, Best Gear 
Guide, Spend Less 
Yield More, Tips & 
Tricks to Increase 
Efficiency. $6.99 


BEGINNER’S GROW 
GUIDE 2011 
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ELECTRICITY 

BASICS 


ULTIMATE V 

POT PEST CONTROL 


Best of HT #59: 

Beginner's Grow 
Guide 2011 

3 Easy Gardens, Huge 
Hydro Harvest, 
Ultimate Pot Pest 
Control, Grow-Op Elec¬ 
tricity Basics & more! 
$6.99 
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MASTER BROWER 
GUIDE 2010 
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Best of HT #58: 

Master Grower 

Guide 2010 

How To Grow Hydro, 
Future of Lighting, Verti¬ 
cal Gardens, MJ Genet¬ 
ics, Step-By-Step 
Aeroponics & more! 
$6.99 


Best of HT #57: 

Seeds & Strains 
Guide 2010 

Top 23 Best Buds of 
USA & Canada, The 
Greatest Seed Banks, 
History of Haze, How To 
Breed Your Own Strain. 
$6.99 
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RED LIEUT DISTRICT 
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GRAND OPENING MAY 1,2010 
STARRING BUSTY PORNSTAR 


"SUMMER SINN" B HER SEXY FRIENDS! 


"LIVE" ON WEBCAMS 24/7 


WWW.PINKCHERRYCAMS.COM 
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HOOK UP WITH SEXY lADILS HOW! 
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EAVESDROP 

LINE 


Secretly listen in on LIVE, 
une.ejis.ojLe.d phone sex calls! 
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TOTALLY FREE TALK! 

T-lli wirh HOT! IM &LE5 in j*r mi TOWiCHT! 

imr i-jw-j CHAT - emu? CHAT 
OUSAHDSCAU DAILY! 

. 270 - 250-6000 

II - id rtiE-imij jp!| www.TnlaElylfEtlalk cwn 


OVER 10,000 
REAL LOCAL GIRLS 
CALL DAILY1 
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Connect uuith neol People 
NOUU for UUifcJ live connections! 

1-206-203-7733 
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FREE PARTY LIRE 

1-775-533-3323 

NEVER ANY CHARGE 

OMLY a REGULAR CAU. TO NEVADA 


DIAL-A-BABE 
1-800-448- 
7588 (SLUT) 
99C/MIN. 18+ 


NEUROTICA. FANTASY. FETISH. 

No Limits. Provocative talk with imaginative 
uninhibited beauty. 18+ 866-464-8487 

LOCAL GALS' SEXDATE 

1-888-699-2468; 1-509-252-1629 ($1.14 
pm+, phonebi 11]. 18+. 

LIVE PHONE SEX -1-900-537-4000 

No CC Needed. Connect Instantly. 

UNLEASH YOUR DESIRES! 

Meet local men/women/couples! 
www.DesiredConnections.com 

10,000+ ADULT MOVIES! 

No Memberships! No Monthly Fees! 
Watch online NOW! www.AdultFlixNow.com 

FREE CATALOG! 

Uncensored Adult DVDs, videos, magazines! 
FPHT, Box 191H, Montreal, Canada H3G2K7 (18+) 

FREE TOYS ADULT SHOP 

DVD's, Live Chat. Top Rated CASINO 
/SP0RTSB00K! www.PornDetour.com 

ADULT MOVIES ONLINE 

LINGERIE, TOYS AND DVDS OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION. WWW.BUSTYYXXX.DRG 


TRAVEL 


ROAD TRIP 

We're looking for 18-25 
adventurous adults to 
work / travel entire US. 
We offer 4 weeks paid 
training. Cash plus 
bonuses daily. No 
experience necessary. 
If you are enthusiastic 
and free to travel Call 
1-800-949-1038. 


MARIJUANA 


is safer ttian ALCOHOI_ 
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GROW AIDS 

GOT FEMINIZIED SEEDS? 
WANT FEMINIZED SEEDS? 

(WWW.HERM-IT.COM) 
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To place a classified ad in HIGH TIMES, contact Matt Stang at 212-387-0500, ext. 208. 
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MERCHANDISE 
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STIMULANTS 

357-Magnums $19.99 Yellow Jacked $21.99 
Black Magic $9.99 Detox Diet Herbals Sleep 
Aids Vitamins Order On Line from WWW.Mega- 
LowSales.com 

SAN FRANCISCO IN THE SIXTIES 

Experience it yourself in San Fran ‘60s, autobio¬ 
graphical short stories. At Kindle, Lulu. Paper¬ 
back at Amazon. 

WWW.ANTILOOTER.COM 

Protect your property with our non-lethal OC 
Pepper Gas Security Devices. 

GONE HALLUCINOGEN FREEWAY 

BY CRAIG MOORE. POETIC, VISIONARY, PSYCHE¬ 
DELIC STONER NOVEL. HILARIOUS! WILD! REBEL¬ 
LIOUS! AMAZON.COM 


MarijuanaDomainNamesForSale.com 

Geographic Marijuana Hydroponic Domains 
BerkeleyHydroponics.com DallasMarijuana.com 
Hundreds more! Jeff(|)WholesaleNames.com 

WWW.LANDSCAPEVITAMINS.COM 

Best Stuff You'll Ever Use. 888-431-6591 

PUREORGANICHONEYOILBIBLE.COM 

Connoisseur honey oil secrets revealed. Send 
$10 mo. to Great Grandpappy Abrams, 3883 
Bennett Rd., Suite 5, Cincinnati, Ohio 45245 

WWW.THE420SH0PS.COM 

BEST PRICES ANYWHERE. Great selection of I/O 
pipes, water pipes, digital scales, bubblers & 
accessories. 


JUNGMAVEN.COM 

100% Hemp * Made in USA * T-Shirts 

DRUGTESTINGSECRETS.COM 

Learn How You Can Pass Any Drug Test. 

EXPERIENCE SALVIA 

A variety of brands and potent extracts. We 
also carry herbal incense blends Spirit and Puff. 
Low Prices. Call 219-588-4204. 

OILS-NAG CHAM PA-PATCHOULI 

Handmade Camo, Apples, Rasta Hats 
Urbancrowns.com 

AIR PURIFIERS 

ELIMINATE MOLD & ODORS. Generates C02. 
3 DAY FREE TRIAL 808-965-1757 

DAVID SPERO PELIGRO’S 

Trippy Psychedelic, Komedy, Punkrok, Experi¬ 
mental, Dub, Noise, Weedbeat, Poetry, Weird¬ 
ness, Prankster Soundz Music specially 
engineered to enhance your HIGHtened experi¬ 
ence. Drop by my website for a sample 
www.davidsperopeligro.com 

LOOK! PASS DRUG TESTS 

Guaranteed method to pass any drug test, sim¬ 
ple and easy. For information send $3.00 cash, 
check, or moneyorder to Moon Enterprises, P.0. 
Box 235, Bristol IN. 46507. Please allow 2-3 
weeks for delivery. 

METAL TOBACCO PIPES 

Assorted designs. Send SASE to Behind The 
Lite, 7304 Carroll Avenue #124, Takoma 
Park, MD 20912 

HERBALSMOKESHOP.COM 

100% Legal Bud. Mood enhancement pills and 
aphrodisiacs. Flavored papers, Blunt wraps, 
huge online smoke shop. 

GOT LIGHTERS? 

Custom Imprinted Lighters & More! 
LogoLighters.com/promo. 800-828-6020 

GLASS PIPES 

Great selection of I/O Pyrex pieces at unbeliev¬ 
able prices. Send $1.00 for your catalog today! 
To No Illusions P.0 box 41386 Mesa, AZ 85274 


GROW AIDS 


CANNABISWORMTEA.COM 

Grow monster plants organically. Indoor garden 
Winter Sale! 


UTAH DEVIL DIRT 

Goat and Sheep manure composted naturally 
over many years. 801-550-0643. Ask for the 
Horseshoer. 

GROWROOM SUPPLIES SHIPPED FREE 

www.shop.hydroponicsandmore.com 

EXPERIENCED 
INDOOR HORTICULTURIST 

For Sale ultimate luxury growing area. Newly 
remodeled 3 bed 2 bath home on 1/3 acre 
irrigated, lush landscape. With 800 sq ft 
heated air-conditioned workshop. Secure 
entrance, gated. Previous production shop. 
9’x8’x25’ hidden safe room with bank vault 
door. Fire and theft proof. Phoenix, AZ 

MUSHROOMS 

Dried amanita muscaria. shipping worldwide, 
free catalog, emailjokerofdecayilaol.com 

MAGIC MUSHROOM SPORES 

Psilocybes, "POTENT" Cubensis ("POTENT" in 
caps) Azurescens, Tasmanian. "ACTIVE" Hawaiian 
Woodrose Seeds. Catalog $3.00 Pacific Exotic 
Spora, P.0. Box 705, HI Lee's Summit, Mo. 64063 

GROW 10 POUNDS OF 
MUSHROOMS EVERY MONTH 

Complete setups, kits, miniature growhous- 
es, exotic growing supplies. Free catalog. 
Call anytime, (847) 419-1587. Magic, Box 
39K, Prospect Heights, IL 60070-0039. See 
us at mushroommagic.com. 

HYDROPONICS 

Complete 9 Plant system $190.00. Adjustable 
size from closet to filling bedroom. (817) 573- 
5220. www.turbofarms.com 

EXOTIC CANNABIS SEEDS 

Secure Worldwide Delivery • Over 400 STRAINS 
WWW.SEEDSXO.COM 

AVOID GROW ROOM DETECTION 

Heat Bloom Eliminator. Field Guide $19.95. 
(863) 969-6930 

INCREASE YOUR PLANTS 
"THC" BY 50% 

Field Guide $14.95.(863) 969-6930 


REAL ESTATE 


THREE “215” PROPERTIES 

(2) 1.5 hrs North LA, (1) 42 acres No. CA. 
Details: nicksal215ilgmail.com. Can finance. 
(661) 765-2603. 

NEGRIL JAMAICA VILLA FOR SALE 

Beautiful, $750,000 US. 575-613-2533. 

260 ACRE CATTLE RANCH 

1/2 in La County and 1/2 in Ventura County. Two hous¬ 
es, shop, water and electric. For more info call 
(661) 251-4200 orvisitwww.pirumountainranch.com 

MOUNTAIN-TOP FORTRESS 

Defensible, 56 acres, helipad, $590,000. 
http://209.221.136.134/, call 206-365-3235 

ISOLATED FARM 

1.5 ac, trees, 4-br house, aviary steel build¬ 
ing, 20'xl3', large pool enclosed, 10' end. 
chicken coop, Business opportunity. 
$165,000. 239-543-2389. SWFIa. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY! 

2.5 ACRE WORKING HYDROPONIC VEGGIE FARM 
WITH 50,000 SQ. FT. OF GREENHOUSES, PACKING 
HOUSE & EQUIPMENT. TWO STORY HOUSE WITH 4 
BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS. 

CALIFORNIA LAND 4 SALE 
SIERRA FOOTHILLS 

4/20 acre parcels near 1-80 w/wells private. Start¬ 
ing 300k each. Owner financed. (530) 389-2345. 

AWESOME MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRACT 

Arkansas Duck Deer Clubs on Navigable Rivers 

www.wildlifeproperties.com 

501-278-1865 

NEVADA PRIVATE 4.77 ACRES 
3 BEDROOM HOME 

New Quonset Hut 30'x40'. Concealed Under¬ 
ground Growroom. All Equipment Needed. Close 
to Reno. 775-315-7431 

RAINBOW FARMS 

Property for Sale. 10 SECLUDED acres w/house. 
Vandalia, ML First $150,000. Pam 239-849-2328 

COLORADO 5ac. $29,000 

Must sell/ very private,off grid. Minutes to 
air field,lake,town. Spectacular mnt,views. 
808=652 2159. 

2AC HERB FARM 

lhr from Las Vegas. Well, generator, orchard. 

Large home/garage. $175,000 (702) 723-1275 


FINANCIAL 


DIPLOMA FROM HOME 

6-8 Weeks Accredited. Low Cost. FREE 
Brochure. Call 1-800-264-8330. WWW.DIPLO- 
MAFROMHOME.COM 

WWW.MARIJUANAMISC.COM 

for sale $5,000 through Escrow.com. 
Dale(a)Brokersofinsurance.com 

MAKE $20,000+ PER MONTH 

Ground floor opportunity. Distribute revolu¬ 
tionary new High Potent HERB Pills to Head 
Shops, Music, Body Piercing, Tattoo, Adult 
stores, etc. Areas going fast. $1,000 mini¬ 
mum investment, www.theherbconnect.com 

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! 

Assemble Products From Home. For Free 
Information Send SASE: Home Assembly-HT, 
Box 450, New Britain, CT 06050-0450 

DO YOU HAVE OLD DEBTS? 

Never Pay Back The Full Amount!!! 
1-800-808-5205 www.globaldebtinc.com 

BAD CREDIT? 

With this secret you’ll laugh at your bad 
credit! Free recorded message: 1-801-323- 
7800 (x213). www.Credit-Secrets-Bible.com 

JAKE JACOBY LAW FIRM 

Spring Street Law Building, 201 N Spring St, 
Independence MO 64050. 816-836-9911 

CREDIT PROBLEMS? 

24-hr recorded message. Call 248-262-6818 Ad#155 

GRANT MONEY! 

From Many Sources. Personal Needs, Educa¬ 
tion, Business. SASE: Grants-HT Box 458 New 
Britain CT 06050 - 0548 
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GFS Industries, Suite 65 
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1012 SE Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 


Free Seeds tggflMgMm 
Lr (or bla IM S BW 

pi -888-4CEBCB 


AboOtEICIDN OF LIVE CANNABIS! 
PAYABLE IN US OQLLATI& 


EQ-AL, IN INi ghITED STATES 
i'HEUE HN TH E WORLD 


fvers.nj 



LI CD; 


[ T Ul7 iflii 

>_Pi tRJ, f 

Y .-k. *. . .* M 

1 ■V' y - 


















Will) ^6i)b 


tc-a tuacooi bCSOb 

ig ijiotwugf :l.- uhhh 

kj j^:ud:jh tue fimdchiki 

Bt> MEU4U4U NSU MfltfEBU 

PCI DKRUH*L ruj PtilUOV 

rCL BOTTMtUl DUtfU 

KI orr##giPif Hf*«n9H 

PC'* iMXSGJMERI r#H Mr«IJ 

pfil P?e? 1MCCMH 

Hi ilLLUElU !3Sd 5 PA-!E.>lL 


HI:S irt T * 

1 ■■ X ^ 

mu jam I 

yj]U3n t* 5 ! 
v H 'imi'A 4 
raji^ur* 

1 V ;E f l hPfC- ! 

■m; 1 

-VtlH.Mf hUT 


WC OuWf 
Fg^wNiLCJ 


Directions; Take QEW Toronto to Cawlhra ltd exit. (Tien south on Cawthra to Lakeshore BM 
Go east on Lake Shore Blvd for 5 miles. Look for the neon '420' sign on. the south side of the street 
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